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L A N D  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T

Take in the beauty of the mountains, glaciers, tree covered land, the bay and 
ocean, welcome. Enjoy the ancestral lands of the Suacit. In March 2021, 
the Valdez Native Tribe’s Board of Directors voted to officially recognize 
Suacit as the Native place name for Valdez. The name is an Alutiiq/Sugpiat 
word understood to mean ‘people of the places that rises into view’. 

The Sugpiat people have lived upon and used this land for millennia and 
still enjoy the bounty it provides today, living in connection with the land 
and the sea. Rivers provide water to drink, the land gives wood, berries 
and animals, and the ocean offers fish, urchins, and fur.  

Enjoy Valdez while you are visiting, hike the hills and mountains, fish the 
rivers and the sea, think about the people still here and those that came 
before you. Perhaps your footprint is only left in your memories, leaving 
the beauty intact for future generations to experience.  

I acknowledge the life, work, and land of the Suacit, “People of the Place 
That Rises Into View.”  

Mitch Paine
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C O N T E N T S

T R A V E L  R E S O U R C E S

For assistance with planning your trip to Valdez, contact the 
Valdez Visitors Center at 907-835-2984 or info@valdezalaska.
org. Visitors Center staff are generally able to take phone calls or 
answer emails during normal business hours.
Don’t forget to stop in and visit us while you're here. The Visitors 
Center is located in the middle of town at 309 Fairbanks Drive. 
Local and state maps and information are available, along with a 
welcoming staff ready to assist you in finding your way around. 
Our lounge offers Wi-Fi and a place to kick up your feet. 

The official Travel Guide of Valdez

www.ValdezAlaska.org 
(907) 835-2984

info@valdezalaska.org 

    @DiscoverValdez 
  @Valdez.Alaska

309 Fairbanks Drive 
Valdez, AK 99686 
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all-use winter trails

caution! there may be 
areas of open water

stop! trails merge 
- look both ways

All winter uses allowed - walking, running, snows-shoeing, 
leashed dogs, skiing, snowmachining, & dog sleds, etc.

BE AWARE!
These All-Use  
trails have 2-way 
tra­c. Stay to the 
right. Snowmachines 
must yield to dog 
sleds & non- 
motorized tra­c.

0

0 487.5 975 1,950 M

0.375 0.75 1 .5  mi

Kayleigh Mazzocoli
     Freya Fennwood

W I N T E R  T R A I L S
A L L - U S E ,  " O U T  O F  T O W N " 

W I N T E R  T R A I L S

Many of these All-Use Winter Trails are groomed 
by the City of Valdez when time and weather 
conditions allow. The area of these trails are so 
extensive, trail conditions can vary greatly. Use 
caution when recreating in these areas and always 
be aware of the possibility of multiple types of 
users. Be especially cautious on blind corners and 
near open water. 

NOTE: During one Saturday in March, the Valdez Mayor’s 
Cup - 150 mile cross-country snow machine race - takes 
place. For maximum safety, all Glacier Stream Plateau Trails 
will be closed to all other users during this event. 
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B Y  A I R  &  B Y  S E A

While many travelers use the Alaska Marine 
Highway ferry system to get to Valdez from 
Whittier and Cordova, others opt for the quick 
45-minute commuter flight from Anchorage.

B Y  L A N D

The 300-mile trek from Anchorage to Valdez is 
complete with sights and stops along the way that 
can easily extend this 5-hour drive into an all-day 
event. Buckle your seatbelts and head northeast on 
Alaska Route 1, commonly referred to as the Glenn 
Highway. Just 30 minutes into your drive, you’ll 
reach the Eklutna Historic Park, home to the 
Athabascan Spirit Houses and the oldest building in 

the Anchorage municipality. Not much farther down 
the way is the Reindeer Farm, where visitors can 
see the velvety antlers of a reindeer up close and run 
their hands along the coarse hair of a moose.

As the Glenn Highway bends alongside the 
Matanuska River, the soaring black spruce trees and 
rushing water will indicate you’re adventuring toward 
Alaska’s Interior. By now, you’ll likely be getting 
hungry. Right off the highway, Grand View Cafe & 
RV Park offers patrons lunch, telescopes for viewing 
Dall sheep from their cozy cabin restaurant, and 
access to hiking trails to stretch your legs.

Along the next leg of the trip, wildflowers line 
the roadside, and beyond the trees, the Wrangell 
Mountains stand proud in the distance. As you pass 

Anchorage  299 mi, 481 km

Fairbanks  362 mi, 583 km

Glennallen  119 mi, 192 km

Tok  253 mi, 407 km

Kenai  454 mi, 731 km

Homer  518 mi, 834 km

Seward  423 mi, 681 km

through the small town of Glennallen, where you’ll 
want to fill up for gas, you’ll reach the crosspoint 
where Glenn Highway meets the Richardson 
Highway, or Alaska Route 4. This is the road that 
will ultimately lead you south to Valdez.

Before you get too far down the Richardson 
Highway, you’ll see signs for the visitor center at 
Wrangell–St. Elias National Park & Preserve, 
the largest national park in the United States. Stop 
here to enjoy a stroll on one of the walking trails, or 
learn more about the area from a local park ranger.

As you approach the outskirts of Valdez in the 
Chugach Mountain Range, you’ll see Worthington 
Glacier, with its ice so close you’ll believe you can 
reach out and touch it from the road. Stop at the 

recreation site and hike the paved path up to the 
glacier to get a better look.

Once over Thompson Pass, Keystone Canyon will 
be in sight. Here, rugged terrain hugs the road and 
Bridal Veil and Horsetail Waterfalls blanket the 
cliff sides in an almost fairytale-like way.

Ultimately, the Richardson Highway will come to 
an end, depositing you at your final destination. 
You made it, and now you’re ready for your next 
adventure: discovering Valdez.

G E T T I N G  H E R E
T H E  J O U R N E Y 
T O  VA L D E Z

D R I V I N G  D I S T A N C E 
T O  V A L D E Z

Travel + Leisure named the 
Richardson Highway one of  

america's most 
scenic roads

You know what they say, “It’s not the destination. 
It’s the journey.” But when you’re traveling 
to Valdez, it’s both. The journey to Valdez is 
just as stunning as our portside town, and the 
opportunities for adventure are just as great. 
Located along the coast of Prince William Sound, 
nestled at the feet of the Chugach Mountains, 
Valdez is one of Alaska’s best kept secrets.

With a fascinating 
gold rush history, 
countless waterfalls 
that decorate 
the sides of the 
mountains, salmon-
rich waters, majestic 
glaciers, and locals 
who become like 
family, it’s no wonder 
Valdez is known to 
capture the hearts 
of its visitors. And 
getting here is all part 
of the experience.
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A  N E I G H B O R H O O D  I N  A  T O W N

M I N E R A L  C R E E K  A R E A 

Head just west of downtown Valdez on Egan 
Drive to discover secluded trails and scenic 
sightseeing opportunities along Mineral Creek, 
where Valdez’s gold mining heritage comes to 
life. While visiting the Mineral Creek Area, you 
can take a peek into Valdez’s past and study the 
historic gold rush ruins, soak in the sounds of 
spilling glacial waterfalls, and breathe in the scent 
of Western columbine. 

T H O M P S O N  P A S S

Rain or sunshine, Thompson Pass is a playground for outdoor 
enthusiasts and sightseers. As you cruise down the highway 
surrounded by a horizon of mountain peaks, flowing streams, 
gushing waterfalls, and endless natural beauty, you’ll feel like 
you’re leaving the rest of the world behind. Popular spots on 
Thompson Pass include Blueberry Lake, Worthington Glacier, 
and the Thompson Pass Pack Trail. Cast a line into Blueberry 
Lake, and hook a shimmering grayling, or snap a picture 
roadside of the Worthington Glacier. And don’t forget to bring 
a bucket during your hike for berry picking along the pass. 

Nestled on a strip of land jutting out from the Chugach Mountains along Prince William Sound 
sits Valdez, a small town that captures the essence of Alaska. Here, visitors are treated like locals, 
wildlife are part of the family, and the wilderness feels like your own backyard. One of the greatest 
parts of this cozy town? It’s as accessible as you want it to be. Shops, restaurants, lodging, and many 
attractions are within walking distance of each other. And hiking trails, fishing spots, and glaciers are 
just a short trek away. The best way to get the lay of the land here is to explore these four hot spots: 
Thompson Pass, the Waterfront, Dayville Road, and Mineral Creek Area. 

T H E  W A T E R F R O N T

Along the boardwalk on North Harbor Drive and 
nearby Galena Street, visitors will find the heart of 
Valdez. Good drinks, eats, views of the harbor, and 
local culture are what make this area a standout. 
After a fresh fish lunch, pop into one of the shops 
to pick up that souvenir or the gear you need for 
your next Valdez adventure. 

D A Y V I L L E  R O A D 

About 6 miles out of town, located “across the 
bay” from downtown, Dayville Road is considered 
one of the best wildlife viewing, camping, and 
fishing spots in the area. RVers, drivers, and bikers 
can access Dayville Road from the turnoff along 
the Richardson Highway. Pack a picnic and spend 
the afternoon hiking the John Hunter Memorial 
Trail, or rent a campsite and catch your dinner at 
one of the local fishing holes. While you’re strolling 
by the estuary, be sure to keep your eyes peeled 
for seals, sea lions, birds, and bears. 

T H E  L A Y  O F  T H E  L A N D

     Jody Overstreet

     Jiyeon Juno Kim



Homestead Rd.

Blueberry Hill R
d.

Pioneer Dr.

Iditarod St.

Jago St.

Klutina St.

Lowe St.

Mendeltna St.

Nabesna St.W. Nabesna St.

Oumalik St.W. Oumalik St.

Alatna St.

Bremner St.

Chena St.

30 Littrell Ln.

Aurora Ave.

Dadina St.

Eklutna St.

Foraker St.

Gulkana St.

E. Hanagita St.

Hospital Dr.

East Pioneer Dr.

Kobuk Dr. 
Kobuk Dr. 

South Harbor Rd.

Chitna Ave.

N. Harbor Dr.

Egan Dr. 

Eg
an

 D
r. 

Rich
ard

son
 H

wy.

Clifton Ct.

Fidalgo Ave.

Fairbanks Dr. 

Galena Dr.

Hanagita St.

Co
pp

er
 D

r.

H
az

ele
t A

ve
.

C
he

ne
ga

 A
ve

.

Ta
tit

lek
 A

ve
.

M
ea

ls 
Av

e.
M

ea
ls 

Av
e.

M
ea

ls A
ve

.

H
az

ele
t A

ve
.

Pa
cifi

c A
ve

.

Mineral Creek Rd.

Hanagita St.

Robe River Dr.

West  Klutina St.

W. Lowe St.

W. Mendeltna St.

Cott
on

woo
d D

r.

H A R B O R

P O R T  V A L D E Z

D U C K  
F L A T S

D U C K  
F L A T S

Egan Dr.

West Pioneer Dr.

Pt
ar

m
iga

n 
Pl

.

Cl
ar

k S
t.

W
hir

lw
ay

 D
r.

S.
 G

lac
ier

 D
r.

N. Glacier 

N
. W

at
er

fa
ll D

r.

N
. S

no
wt

re
e D

r.

N
. M

or
ali

ne
 D

r.

S. 
W

ate
rfa

ll D
r.

S.
 S

no
wt

re
e D

r.

S.
 M

or
ian

e D
r.

An
ch

or
 Crest St.

D
r.

Bi
rc

h 
Ci

r.

As
pe

n 
Ci

r.

W
int

er
pa

rk Sh
ou

p L
n.

Coho Pl.

W
or

tm
an

ns
 L

n.

To
ns

ina
 L

n.

Re
su

rre
ct

ion

Loop

Kotsina Ct.        Dewey Ct.

Broadway Ct.    Alaska Ct.

Front St.

frequent 
bald eagle 
sighting area

museums

frequent bear 
sighting area

salmon spawning 
+ viewing area

grocery 
store

harbor-
master trailhead

library

parking 
area

playground

post office

covered 
picnic area

boat 
launch

kayak 
launch

dry boat 
maintenance 
area

gas 
station

ATM

mineral 
creek 
trail

skate 
park

forest 
service 
salmon 

viewpoint

dock point 

trail
overlook 

trail

mineral creek
riverbed 

trail

shoup bay 
trail

ho
me

st
ea

d 

tr
ail

dog park
valdez 
visitors 
center

bike path
hiking trail

V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D E V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D EL A N D L A N D008 009

Scan this QR code to see the 
Valdez summer trails guide!

T O W N  M A P



Once you’re here, don’t 
forget to tune into KVAK 93.3 
FM or KCHU 770 AM for the most 
accurate weather updates. 

For regular weather updates on the 
radio, tune into KVAK 93.3 FM or 
to KCHU 770 AM.

S A F E T Y  &  E T I Q U E T T E

While the bunnies here seem cute, please 
remember they are feral animals and 
refrain from petting them or picking 
them up. Respect their space, just as you 
would any other wild or feral animal.

A true small town, Valdez stretches about a mile from the 
Chugach Mountains to the waterfront of Port Valdez. With 
restaurants, museums, shops, and hiking trails just mere blocks 
from most hotels and bed-and-breakfasts, visitors can learn to 
navigate our town as easily as they do their own neighborhood. 
But if you happen to lose your way, the locals will gladly point 
you in the right direction.

While Valdez is one of the most walkable towns in Alaska, 
renting bikes from one of the shops in town means you can take 
in the sights beyond the city limits too. Pedal along Crooked 
Creek Bike Path and make your way toward Solomon Gulch 
Fish Hatchery, where bears, seals, and eagles can be seen 
feeding on returning salmon. And if conditions allow, you can 
even bike on the frozen Valdez Glacier Lake alongside icebergs 
and the Valdez Glacier.

If traveling on four wheels is more your speed, Valdez offers taxi 
services, car rentals from a few different providers, and Turo, 
a peer-to-peer car rental service. Hotel guests can also take 
advantage of hotel shuttles to get around town.

For those really looking to 
cover some ground (or sea), 
helicopter rides and water taxi 
services can be reserved to 
bring you to more remote areas. 
Helicopters launch from the 
Valdez Airport and offer flight 
paths that take you on an up 
close tour of the surrounding 
glaciers, while water taxis are 
ideal for visitors looking to take 
their adventuring to new levels.

G E T T I N G  A R O U N D
W H AT ' S  Y O U R  S P E E D ?

V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D E V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D EL A N D L A N D010 011

-Clothing you can layer (wicking fabrics, no cotton)
-Sun protection (for all seasons)	
-Watch (long days = lose track of time)-Extra clothing (changing weather      = changing activities)-Camera with lots of memory space-Rain jacket/pants with appropriate base-Gloves, hat, scarf (water, glaciers, and icebergs = cold/windy)	

-Bug spray
-Small first aid kit
-Bear Spray

-Fishing license
-Seasick medicine
-Warm layers and rain gear
-derby tickets 
-Snacks and drinks
-A good attitude!		
-Cash for tipping your captain

general needs:

fishing charters

packing list

Locals joke that you can experience all four 
seasons of weather in a day in Valdez. With 
a number of microclimates in the area, the 
weather in town can often be different 
from the weather in Prince William Sound 
or Thompson Pass. And weather reports 
that call for several days of precipitation 
can mean anything from gray skies to a 
sprinkling to a steady rain. Unpredictable 
weather may make packing and planning 
more challenging, here’s a few tips from 
locals and seasonal Valdez visitors. Bring 
lots of layers and, of course, rain gear. 
T-shirts, long sleeves, pants, a raincoat, 
good walking shoes, and a hat are essential 
items for your suitcase.

Packing the right gear is one way to 
ensure you get to experience all Valdez 
has to offer when you visit.

P L A N N I N G 
Y O U R  T R I P
T H E  W E AT H E R 
C A L L S  F O R … PA C K I N G 
T H E  E S S E N T I A L S

       Jiyeon Juno Kim
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H I S T O R I C  S I T E S

The original Valdez townsite, Old Valdez, is 
located just 4 miles down the Richardson 
Highway and is easily accessible by foot.

The old railroad tunnel in Keystone 
Canyon, abandoned after a 1907 shootout, 
still stands today, ready for visitors eager 
to soak in a bit of Valdez’s history.

The Valdez Marine Terminal of the Trans- 
Alaska Pipeline is not open for tours, but 
it can be viewed from several vantage 
points around town.

The ruins of a gold rush era stamp mill is the 
perfect destination for more adventurous 
travelers, who can hike, bike, or ATV the 
6-mile-long Mineral Creek Trail.

M U S E U M S

The Valdez Museum on Egan Drive presents the full 
history of the region, while the “Remembering Old 
Valdez” exhibit on South Hazelet Avenue focuses on 
the town as it was just before the 1964 earthquake. 
Additionally, the Maxine & Jesse Whitney Museum 
at Prince William Sound College is home to one 
of the largest collections of Alaska Native art and 
artifacts in the state.

D I S C O V E R  T H E  R I C H  H I S T O R Y 
A N D  H E R I TA G E  O F  VA L D E Z  W H E N 
Y O U  V I S I T  T H E S E  L O C A T I O N S .

H I S T O R Y  O F 
V A L D E Z

S U A C I T

T R A D I T I O N A L :

The area around 
present-day Valdez 
is known as Suacit, 
people of the places 
that rises into view, 
recognized by the 
Sugpiat people that 
have lived upon this 
land  for a millennia.. 
It was also once 
used as a trade route 
between the coast 
and Interior Alaska 
by Chugach and 
Ahtna people from 
the Copper River 
Valley.

17 7 8 :  Today, we 
know this area as 
Prince William 
Sound, but prior to 
British mapmakers 

changing its name, 
Captain James 
Cook first dubbed 
it Sandwich Sound 
after the Earl of 
Sandwich.

17 9 0 :  Explorer 
Salvador Fidalgo 
claimed the region 
for Spain and named 
the Suacit area 
“Valdez” after a 
Spanish admiral.

1 8 0 0 S :  Chugach 
people from the 
village of Tatitlek, 
located about 25 
miles from present- 
day Valdez, began 
trading sea otter 
pelts with Russian 
traders at the village 
of Nuchek on 
Hinchinbrook Island.

O L D  T O W N

1 8 9 7-1 8 9 8 :  Gold 
seekers followed 
the “All American 
Route” over Valdez 
Glacier to the 
Interior. On this 
journey, a tent city 
sprang up, and the 
official town of 
Valdez was formed.

1 8 9 9 :  The U.S. 
Army cut a trail 
through Keystone 
Canyon, providing 
an alternate route to 
the Interior, which 
is now known as the 
Richardson Highway.

1 9 0 7:  A shootout 
between two rival 
railroad companies 
ended Valdez’s 
hopes of becoming a 
railroad town. 	

A half-completed 
tunnel is still visible 
in Keystone Canyon.

1 9 1 0 S  -1 9 5 0 S : 
Valdez served as 
a crucial port for 
shipped supplies that 
were later delivered 
to the Interior 
by way of the 
Richardson Highway.

1 9 6 4 :  The Good 
Friday Earthquake, 
the largest in 
American history, 
struck 45 miles from 
Valdez, devastating 
the town and claiming 
the lives of more than 
30 people.

N E W  T O W N

1 9 6 4 -1 9 6 7:  		
The U.S. Army Corp 
of Engineers assisted 
locals in transporting 
houses and buildings 
to a new townsite 
4 miles away. The 
original townsite, 
close to the Valdez 
Glacier Stream, 
can still be explored 
today.

1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 7 : 	
The 800-mile-long 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
was built to carry oil 
from Alaska’s North 
Slope to a terminal in 
Valdez, the nearest 
ice-freeport.

1 9 8 9 : The largest 
oil spill in American 
history occurred 
when the oil tanker

Exxon Valdez ran 
aground on Bligh 
Reef, 25 miles south 
of Valdez. The oil 
spread out of the 
sound across coastal 
Alaska; Valdez, 
though not affected, 
became the center 
of the oil cleanup 
effort.

1 9 9 1- 2 0 0 0 :  Valdez 
hosted the World 
Extreme Skiing 
Championships, 
tapping into the 
1990s zeitgeist for 
extreme sports. 
The championships 
helped to stimulate 
Valdez's winter 
economy and made a 
name for the town as 
a winter destination.

T H E  G O O D  F R I D AY  E A R T H Q U A K E

1 9 6 4

       Valdez Museum & Historical Archive

       Valdez Museum & Historical Archive
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Sea Kayaking - Whitewater Rafting 
Guided Day & Multi-day Adventures

Prince William Sound - Valdez, AK

No Experience Necessary!  
1-800-660-9637 www.alaskasummer.com 

Reservations Recommended

144 E. Egan Drive, Valdez, AK
Downtown near the harbor
1-888-808-4431 
totemhotelandsuites.com

Totem Hotel and Suites
Come stay with us!

• Newest, modern rooms in town
• Free breakfast
• Pool
• Fitness Room



trail & safety tips

Stay on the trails: This is for your safety as 

well as the environment.

Pack it in, pack it out! Keep the trails 

waste-free for others to enjoy.

Dress in layers: The weather in Valdez can 

change throughout the day. Pack extra clothes 

and socks, moisture-wicking and waterproof 

gear.

Tell someone where you are going: 

Let them know when you will be back. This is 

important for extreme weather events and 

when hiking around big wildlife.

Do NOT approach wildlife: The bears 		

may look soft, but they are wild.

Hike in a group: Having a conversation with 

others is a good way to let animals know your 

location.

Bring enough water and stay hydrated: 

Don’t rely on local water sources, they may 

not be clean. A good rule is two cups per hour 

of hiking and one to two for kids.

Bring a first aid kit: You never know when 

you’ll need it, a bandage may help those hiking 

boots feel better.

Protect your skin: Long days of daylight 

may be a novelty, but it also means longer 

exposure, so protect yourself.

Don’t forget bug spray!

Jody Overstreet
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L O C A L  H I K I N G 
T R A I L S S U M M E R  T R A I L  D E T A I L S

DOCK POINT TRAIL  
E A S Y   |  .83 mi RT  |  30 mins  |  50 ft

HOMESTEAD TRAIL  
E A S Y   |  ~1 mi RT  |  30 mins RT    
~20 ft

OVERLOOK TRAIL  
E A S Y   |  .4 mi RT  |  20 mins  |  75 ft

MINERAL CREEK TRAIL  
M O D E R AT E   |  12.2 mi RT (from the 
bridge)  |  6 hrs RT  |  800 ft

SHOUP BAY TRAIL SECTION A  
M O D E R AT E   |  6.5 mi RT  |  4 hrs 
RT  |  680 ft

SHOUP BAY TRAIL SECTION B  
D I F F I C U LT   |  12.6 mi RT  |  10 hrs 
RT  |  1,100 ft

JOHN HUNTER MEMORIAL 
TRAIL 
(solomon gulch trail)  
M O D E R AT E   |  3.8 mi RT  |  2-2.5 
hrs RT  |  700 ft

KEYSTONE CANYON PACK 
TRAIL  
E A S Y  T O  M O D E R AT E   |  2.6 mi 
one way  |  2 hrs one way  |  250 ft

GOAT TRAIL  
M O D E R AT E   |  3.2 mi RT (1.6 
miles to S viewing area)  |  2 hrs 
RT  |  500 ft

WAGON TRAIL  
E A S Y   |  6.6 mi RT (3.3 mi to N 
viewing area)  |  4 hrs RT  |   350 ft

H I K E  W I T H  U S
Whether you’re interested in a challenging 
climb, like the one to Shoup Bay, or a more 
casual walk, like the paved path along Duck 
Flats, Valdez has hikes that welcome all abilities. 
Lace up your hiking shoes, bring a water bottle, 
don’t forget your raincoat, and head out to one 
of these favorite trails.

S H O R T E R / E A S I E R  T R A I L S
(well-maintained and less than a mile)
To spot shorebirds and bald eagles, take the 
Dock Point Trail, which runs between the 
popular Duck Flats and Port Valdez. The 
Overlook Trail by the civic center offers views 
of the town and bay, and a walk through the 
woods on the gravel path of the Homestead 
Trail is where you’ll see salmon heading 
upstream in late summer.

L O N G E R / M O D E R A T E  T R A I L S
(increased elevations and gravel/paved paths) 
Bikers and walkers can follow the paved Bike 
Path outside of town to see our local wildlife. 
Solomon Lake and Solomon Gulch, accessible 
from the John Hunter Memorial Trail off 
Dayville Road, also offer scenic sights and a 
closer introduction to the creatures who live 
here. For views that overlook the town and Port 
Valdez, hike the Meals Hill Trail across from 
Ruth Pond, or discover Valdez’s gold rush history 
on Mineral Creek Trail, which winds through a 
canyon and to an abandoned stamp mill.

H I S T O R I C  T R A I L S 
(varying length and difficulty - this trail is not 
maintained and difficult to navigate)
Hike through history on the Trail of ‘98, which 
led prospectors from Valdez to Interior Alaska 
during the Gold Rush in 1898-1899. The present 
trail is broken into four sections: the Keystone 
Canyon Pack Trail, the Goat Trail, the Wagon 
Road, and the Thompson Pass Pack Trail.

C H A L L E N G I N G / A D V E N T U R O U S 
T R A I L S  (longer trails with less maintenance) 
The two-part Shoup Bay Trail is perfect 
for experienced hikers looking to see bears, 
mountain goats, and views of glaciers. The better 
maintained Section A weaves through an alder 
forest to Gold Creek, crossing the Mineral 
Creek Flats before opening into a meadow. 
Section B begins at Gold Creek, leading hikers 
through rugged brush and terrain and over Uno 
Creek.The trail ends at Shoup Bay with views of 
the Shoup Glacier and kittiwake rookery.

H I K E  L I K E  A  L O C A L

     Mitch Pain



V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D E V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D EL A N D L A N D018 019

C R O O K E D  C R E E K 

Just across the way from the Duck Flats is Crooked Creek, a 
natural spawning area teeming with pink and chum salmon in 
the summer months. With the abundance of fish in its waters, 
Crooked Creek also attracts brown and black bears who make 
their way to the bountiful stream for a quick bite. To learn 
more about the surrounding habitat and wildlife, you can stop 
by the nearby U.S. Forest Service cabin, where friendly and 
informative staff are ready to share their knowledge. Their 
interactive displays and lectures are available from May to 
September, and free parking is available onsite.

D U C K  F L A T S

Defining the east edge of town, the Duck Flats tidal wetland 
area is a playground for bald eagles, Harlequin ducks, red-
necked grebes, bears, and other wildlife. Stretching across 
1,000 acres, this salt marsh is a beautiful mix of blues, 
greens, and browns. The Dock Point Trail and the paved 
path bordered by the Richardson Highway offer visitors 
a place to stop and take photos of the unique way the 
glossy mud reflects the vast Alaska sky. Kayakers can also 
navigate outside the flats, an excellent option for beginners. 
Local tour operators lead kayakers through ocean shallows 
surrounding the Duck Flats, giving visitors a different 
vantage point to see this complex ecosystem.

M U S T  S E E  S P O T S
A L O N G  T H E  W A T E R

     Jody Overstreet

      Jiyeon Juno Kim

VA L D E Z :  T H E  WAT E R FA L L  C A P I TA L  O F  A L A S K A

Pouring over rugged rocks and surrounded by 
lush greenery, waterfalls cascade down almost 
every mountainside in Valdez. With an average 
of more than 27 feet of snowfall each winter that 
covers our mountainous lands, it’s no wonder 
Valdez has been coined the land of waterfalls.

Just as the bears sleep in the winter, the waterfalls 
rest too. As the temperatures drop, the gushing 
water slows until it freezes into towers of ice. 
These icy waterfalls beckon adventure enthusiasts, 
many of whom use the frozen falls for ice 
climbing. In February, Valdez hosts its annual Ice 
Climbing Festival in Keystone Canyon, home to 
well-known Horsetail Falls, Bridal Veil Falls, and 
Rudleston Falls.

In the spring and summer, these frozen 
waterfalls begin to wake, slowly melting at first 

before bursting back to life. Their beauty brings 
all types of visitors who come to see these 
spectacular sights. Rafters and kayakers on the 
Lowe River can feel the splash of the water 
as they paddle directly in front of Bridal Veil 
Falls. Hikers on the 5-mile round-trip Keystone 
Canyon Pack Trail get a bird’s-eye view of 
Horsetail Falls, watching as the white waters 
swish over the mountainside, true to its name.

The John Hunter Memorial Trail, Shoup Bay 
Trail, and the washout on Mineral Creek Trail 
also provide opportunities to watch Valdez’s 
waterfalls shower the rugged terrain. Though 
every waterfall leaves visitors with a similar sense 
of awe, each of these cascading towers has a 
unique magic.

T H E  L A N D  O F  W A T E R F A L L S

      Jiyeon Juno Kim

     Jody Overstreet



TA K E  A  H I K E
Embrace the outdoors in Valdez with a hike that suits you and your family. Take a leisurely stroll 
on the Dock Point Trail to soak in shorebirds and eagles or explore history on the Trail of '98 
with the Keystone Canyon Pack Trail. Valdez has trails for everyone. Lace up those shoes and let 
nature be your guide!

V I S I T  T H E  H AT C H E R Y
Share in a salmon-filled experience for all ages at The Solomon Gulch Hatchery! Take a 
free, self-guided tour from May to October, discover the hatchery's history, and soak in the 
educational fun and the incredible wildlife. 

I C E  C R E A M
After a fun day on the water or soaking in Valdez's awesome views, grab a tasty treat for you 
and your family. Swing by Capt'n Joe for a classic soft serve or dig into a delicious sundae at 
Northern Treats.

G L A C I E R  &  W I L D L I F E  T O U R
Journey through Prince William Sound, where you’ll witness the glacier retreating into the 
Chugach Mountains while learning about the mining, oil shipping, earthquake, and fishing 
history of Valdez. And get up close and personal with the wildlife that call Columbia Bay home.

S T R O L L  T H E  K E L S E Y  D O C K
The John Thomas Kelsey Municipal Dock, or Kelsey Dock for short, is a perfect spot for picnics, 
events, sightseeing, and fishing. Managed by the City of Valdez, this 600-foot wooden wharf is 
a must-see spot for all visitors.

F A M I LY  F U N  F O R  A L L  A G E S 

C H E C K  O F F  Y O U R  V A L D E Z  B U C K E T  L I S T  

ads?
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H E R E ,  A N I M A L S  A R E N ’ T 
F O U N D  I N  Z O O S 

In Valdez, bears, sea lions, birds, and 
other animals aren’t found in zoos–
they’re part of our neighborhood. In 
fact, it would be next to impossible 
not to encounter wildlife while 
visiting here, and when you do, we 
know it will be a highlight of your 
trip. You won’t forget the first time 
you see ocean water slip off a seal’s 
back or the deft swipe of a bear’s 
paw as it catches salmon. There’s 
something unforgettable about the 
way a local magpie fans its feathers 
and how a bald eagle regally perches 
atop a spruce tree.

And while any local will gladly share 
the best spots to get an up close 
look at these animals, it’s important 
to remember to treat these wild 
creatures like neighbors too. That 
means, keep a safe distance while 
viewing, do not feed them, and of 
course, catch their good side when 
taking pictures. 

B E A R S 
In the late summer, the salmon are 
returning to Valdez to spawn. From 
a viewing platform, you can look out 
over Crooked Creek and watch as 
a mama bear and her cub feed on 
the unsuspecting fish. When you 
see the pink salmon sparkle beneath 
the surface, you’ll understand why 
the locals have dubbed this area 
“Salmon Turnaround.” Black and 
brown bears often frequent here, 
but this isn’t the only spot in Valdez 
bears can be found. 

Just across the Richardson 
Highway, in a muddy marshland 
called the Duck Flats, both brown 

and black bears can be spotted 
foraging for fish or edible plants, 
like skunk cabbage and wild berries. 
Lumbering bears trudge through 
the coffee-colored mud, leaving 
footprints behind. Although the 
shades of their fur don’t always give 
away whether they are brown or 
black bears, a hump on their broad 
backs, a telltale sign of a brown bear, 
can help viewers distinguish them. 

In Valdez, bears are a common 
occurrence in April through 
September, especially in parts 
where salmon are plentiful, like the 
Solomon Gulch Fish Hatchery near 
Dayville Road. While their presence 
is magnetic, it’s important to remain 
“bear aware” while visiting here. Be 
mindful of their space, keep your 
distance, and remember to make 
noise when hiking. 

D I S C O V E R  M O R E : 	  	

ValdezAlaska.org/Bears

Y O U R  W I L D  N E I G H B O R SW I L D L I F E

B I R D S 

Bald eagles, kingfishers, Arctic 
terns, ducks, magpies, puffins, and 
kittiwakes – the list of beautiful 
birds in Valdez feels endless. On a 
trek through town, you’ll spot any 
number of these birds.

While some can be spotted 
in town, to view others, you’ll 
want to book a tour with a 
local operator. Both tufted and 
horned puffins nest in colonies 
in the summer on Glacier 
Island, just a short journey from Valdez. 
These tours also bring you alongside rookeries of 
kittiwakes in Shoup Bay, where these gray and white birds build their 
nests on cliffsides. 

Another great place to bird-watch? The aptly named Duck Flats. Here, 
mallards weave their way along hidden waterways in the lush green grass, 
and cranes use their spindle-like legs to wade through the marsh. 

Be Bear Aware!

M A R I N E  L I F E

Wildlife cruises, tours, and kayaks all navigate the waters of Prince William Sound from 
Port Valdez, one of the best places to see Alaska’s marine life. In these cool waters, sea 
otters float together in groups called “rafts” before diving down to retrieve delicious 
delicacies, like sea urchins. 

During the spring months, as you pull through the water with your kayak paddle, you 
might spot a humpback whale in the distance, and although you’re floating in water, 
the sheer size of its massive body will surely ground you. 

Taking a glacier cruise in the summer means you’ll have the chance to spot harbor seals 
lounging on icebergs in areas like Columbia Bay or the iconic black dorsal fin of an orca 
whale bobbing above the steely water. 

And even if you prefer to stay on land, you’ll likely still hear the distinctive 
barks of a Steller sea lion as it makes itself known to other marine residents. 

D I S C O V E R  M O R E : 
ValdezAlaska.org/
Whales

You can spot bears along both 
the Richardson Highway leaving 
town and Dayville Road.

Spring, summer, and fall are 
prime time for bear viewing - 
and just like all visitors to 
Valdez, they enjoy fresh fish!
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     Chris Thoma/Stan Stephens Cruises

Ed Pinsky

     Stan Stephens Cruises

     Stan Stephens Cruises



O U R  B A C K YA R D :  O C E A N , 
G L A C I E R S ,  A N D  L A K E S

V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D E V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D ES E A S E A024 025

K A Y A K  T O U R S

Like a school of fish, you and your 
group move through the water 
in your kayaks, your life jacket 
swishing against your arms as you 
paddle. As you glide past a rookery 
of kittiwakes, a cliffside waterfall 
crashes down into the ocean. 	
Up ahead, you see the Shoup Bay 
Glacier, pieces of sky blue ice 
poking up like a crystalized geode. 
Kayak tours like this are one of the 
many options available with local 
companies.

O C E A N  T O U R S

From the helm, the captain instructs passengers to 
look to the right, where a pod of whales is swimming 
near the Columbia Glacier. One sprays water, and a 
fine mist lands on the surface of the ocean. The way 
the captain explains the landscape and wildlife makes 
you feel as if you're speaking with an old friend – that’s 
standard with tour guides in Valdez. Orca and humpback 
whales, otters, sea lions, and birds give viewers a show 
from the decks of tour boats in Prince William Sound. 
In the spring and summer, day-long cruises are offered 
by companies that can take you to some of the best 
vantage points for viewing mountains, glaciers, marine 
wildlife, and seabirds. Don’t have a full day? Helicopter 
tours can cover the same area in less time and even land 
you on top of a glacier!

O C E A N 
A D V E N T U R E S

R E C O M M E N D E D
S A F E T Y  I N F O R M A T I O N 
ValdezAlaska.org/Valdez-Glacier

Kayaks allow visitors to explore Valdez from a 
different angle. Glaciers, ice caves, waterfalls, 
and even wildlife become more personalized 
from the seat of a kayak. The tour guides 
here are equipped to lead both novice and 
experienced paddlers on these water expeditions.

You can launch your boat from the beach near 
Kelsey Dock, float along the scenic lakes in 

Valdez and Thompson Pass, or carefully pull 
yourself among the Valdez Glacier icebergs in 
Valdez Glacier Lake.

Tours can run from a few hours up to several 
days, depending on your appetite for adventure. 
No matter which kayak tour you take, our 
backyard is just a paddle away.

The second largest tidewater glacier in North 
America, COLUMBIA GLACIER  is the largest 
in Prince William Sound.

While most glaciers throughout the world are 
retreating, MEARES GLACIER  is unique 
because it is one of the few tidewater glaciers 
still advancing.

SHOUP GLACIER  is tucked away in Shoup 
Bay, a rugged 8 miles west of town, and is 
always accessible by boat, kayak, or helicopter, 
and by foot when weather allows.

VALDEZ GLACIER  was once home to the All-
American Route, where gold seekers traveled 
over the glacier into Interior Alaska during the 
1898 Gold Rush. Located east of town, beyond 
the airport, this glacier is as big as its history.

One of the most accessible glaciers in Alaska, 
WORTHINGTON GLACIER  is located in 
Thompson Pass. When driving in or out of 
Valdez along the Richardson Highway, watch 
for the turnout at milepost 29, park your 
vehicle, then walk up for a closer look at this 
must-see glacier.

G L A C I E R  V I E W I N G

Whether you charter a helicopter, take a boat, or hike, Valdez’s five major glaciers are ready for 
travelers to explore. Guided and independent tours will lead you to some of the most breathtaking 
views and experiences Valdez has to offer.

Ed Pinsky

     Chris Thoma/Stan Stephens Cruises

     Jody Overstreet
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S O L O M O N  G U L C H :  N A T U R E ’ S  P L A Y G R O U N D

Water splashes over the tops of polished rocks and 
cascades down to form small caps in the waves, creating 
nature’s white noise. The water of Solomon Gulch is as 
mighty as its history, and its resources are as necessary to 
the wildlife as they are to the people who live here.

What was once the life source for a copper mine in the 
early 1900s is now the powering force for the Copper 
Valley area in the form of a hydroelectric plant. The 
gulch not only serves the people here, but the bears, 
moose, eagles, salmon and vegetation rely on it too. 
A metaphorical connection between Valdez’s past and 
present, its wildlife and people, Solomon Gulch Creek 
carves its way through rugged mountains and a valley of 
green, stretching from Solomon Lake to Port Valdez.

Along the way, hikers from the John Hunter Memorial 
Trail catch their breath and take in panoramic views of 
the coastal spruce forest. Emerald green trees tower over 
a blanket of shrubs, dotting the mountainside. The scent 
of rushing fresh water cleanses the air, but a hint of salt 
indicates the ocean is near.

At the estuary, the Solomon Gulch Hatchery releases 
millions of salmon that fight their way into the salty 
ocean. A sea lion dips below the surface, weaving its 
way through the maze of salmon fins and tails – another 
recipient of the gulch’s bounty. Eagles circle above, 
waiting for the perfect moment to skim their talons along 
the salmon-rich waters, and down the way, a fisherman 
casts his line from the rocks – standard occurrences in 
the warmer months at Solomon Gulch.

For locals and visitors alike, Solomon Gulch is more than 
just a water source. It’s a source of living history, a means 
of energy, a snapshot of wild Alaska, a life source.

D E R B Y  D AT E S

Halibut Derby: 		
May 25 - Sep 1

Halibut Hullabaloo: 
June 7 - 16

Silver Derby: 		
Jul 20 - Sep 1

Big Prize Fridays: 	
Jul 26 and Aug 30

Tagged Fish Contest: 
Aug 10 - Sept 1 

Kids Pink Salmon 
Derby Day: 		
July 20

Women’s Silver 
Salmon Derby: 
August 10

When it comes to a fish story, everyone has a 
different tale. And when the story begins more 
than 70 years ago, like that of the annual Silver 
Salmon Derby, the details are bound to be as 
varied and colorful. Local old-timers have vivid 
stories of fishing in the derby back in the day, but 
most say their recollection of when it began and 
who started it has waned after seven decades.

A framed, weathered flyer that once hung in the 
former Valdez Chamber of Commerce office 
advertised the 15th annual Valdez Silver Salmon 
Derby, held July 27 through Sept. 4, 1967. The 
poster boasted a $1,000 first place prize, weekly 
prizes, special additional prizes and a $50 prize 
for the first salmon caught. Though the derby has 
evolved since its inception, with changes in dates, 
regulations and prizes, it has paved the way for 
other fish derbies like the Halibut Derby and the 
Kids’ Pink Salmon Derby. 

Though different individuals have been credited 
with founding the Silver Salmon Derby, 
everyone agrees it was started by local business 

7 0  Y E A R S  O F  S I LV E R  S A L M O N  D E R B Y

F I S H I N G  I N  V A L D E Z

people and later picked up and run under the 
auspices of the Valdez Chamber of Commerce. 
When the Chamber closed its doors in the 
late 1990s, a small group of volunteers ran the 
derby using the gaming permit of the Valdez 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. This volunteerism 
is what has kept this derby thriving over the 
years. The derby now its own nonprofit operated 
solely on private funds generated from ticket 
and sponsorship sales, and it is run by seven 
volunteer committee members. Volunteers also 
help manage the event weigh-ins.

As we look back through the years, it’s remarkable 
to see how the Valdez Silver Salmon Derby has 
grown, including the expansion into several other 
derbies. With the support from local businesses 
and the community, these fish derbies now give 
away thousands of dollars

in prizes, totaling over $80,000. Though the 
prizes make today’s derbies undoubtedly exciting, 
most anglers will agree it is the sport of fishing 
that brings the true thrill — win or lose.

don't forget your 
fishing license!

halibut

pink salmon

silve
r

salm
on
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Along the Valdez Small Boat Harbor, red, yellow and green sea kayaks bob back and forth in the 
water. In a kayak, visitors of all skill levels can admire Valdez and its surrounding landscape from a new 
perspective. Visitors can see marine life swimming below the surface, hear the trills of eagles soaring 
above, smell the fresh scent of towering spruce trees, and taste the salty air while kayaking to glaciers 
and hidden beaches. Kayaking here is a fully immersive experience, and local businesses have spent years 
curating unforgettable kayaking adventures that range from world-class day tours to guided camping 
trips to lodge-based experiences.

PA D D L E  O U R  G L A C I E R  WAT E R SK A Y A K I N G

A N A DY R  A D V E N T U R E S  has guided sea 
kayaking tours since 1989, sharing their passion 
for the glaciers and wildlife in Prince William 
Sound. Visitors can pick from nine different day 
trip options, seven multi-day camping excursions 
that range from two to eight days, wilderness 
lodge stays about 25 miles from town in Prince 
William Sound, mothership trips where visitors 
can take a kayaking tour while staying aboard a 

sailing or motor yacht overnight, or visitors can 
fully customize their experience with a customized 
tour. Those who want to hone their skills before 
their outing can also sign up for one of Anadyr 
Adventure’s five classes to learn introductory and 
intermediate skills based on the American Canoe 
Association (ACA) guidelines. Classes have a 
one-day or three-day option.

Renting from VA L D E Z  S TAY  A N D  P L AY  is 
a breeze as the owners lay out options for novice 
and experienced kayakers — and everyone in 
between. Valdez Stay and Play offers individual 
kayak rentals and small group guided tours to 
Robe Lake or Valdez Glacier Lake. Both trips run 
about 3 hours, and rentals include kayaks, paddles 
and personal flotation devices. Valdez Stay and 
Play also delivers the kayaks to the location of 
visitors’ choosing, meaning all visitors have to 
do is show up and enjoy the ride. Beginners and 
families often opt for Robe Lake due to its calm 
waters and slower-paced tour. More experienced 
kayakers are better suited for the Valdez Glacier 
Lake tour, which navigates paddlers through 
breathtaking glacial ice. 

Designed for the traveler interested in filling 
their days with a healthy amount of activity 
while having the opportunity to soak in the 
surroundings, PA N G A E A  A D V E N T U R E S 
offers guided sea kayak day trips, extended sea 
kayak tours, and kayak rentals and instruction. 
Day trips run anywhere from three to 10 hours 
and venture through the Duck Flats, glaciers, or 
Gold Creek. Multi-day trips span two to eight days, 
and visitors are responsible for setting their own 
itinerary, bringing their own camping gear, and 
preparing their own meals. On a mothershipping 
tour, visitors are fed and transported daily to the 
paddling location of their choosing, and lodge stays 
are located just outside of Valdez. Mothershipping 
and lodge stays are only available in May through 
September.

Experienced kayakers looking to venture out on 
their own in Prince William Sound will need to pass 
a self-rescue assessment to first demonstrate their 
safety knowledge. But don’t worry if you need a 
refresher course, Pangaea offers a quick 1.5- to 
2-hour class to get you up to speed. 

No matter the adventure, visitors can paddle 
through glacial tunnels, snap photos of wildlife, 
and master their paddling skills on alpine lakes. 
Regardless of whether it’s a visitor’s first time 
dipping their paddle in the water or one hundredth 
time, they can take in Valdez by kayak their way.
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H E L I C O P T E R I N G  I N  VA L D E Z

A D V E N T U R E  B Y  A I R

S P R I N G  A N D  S U M M E R

In the spring and summer months, travelers 
can choose from a 35-minute sightseeing trip 
to a nearly 2.5-hour multi-landing excursion. 
The pilots at VSHelicopters want to get to 
know each traveler, so they can cater the tour 
to travelers’ unique interests, goals and level 
of adventure. Standard packages include the 

Glacier View Tour, Glacier Explorer Tour and 
Columbia Glacier Spectacular. Passengers can 
also opt for a private charter to customize their 
experience. From the seat of the helicopter, 
passengers will soar over ice fields and glide 
along mountaintops while looking for mountain 
goats and bears. Landing atop a glacier, travelers 

all year round, you can enjoy the 
stunning landscape of valdez by air via 
helicopter

Valdez is home to some of the best helicopter tour guides in the state, giving travelers 
the perfect opportunity to admire the town from a new perspective. On a helicopter 
tour, travelers can land atop pristine, glistening snow, drink from cool blue glacial 
water, take a bird’s-eye peek at wildlife, or ski down the fresh, backcountry powder. 
Helicopter tours in Valdez are up to the traveler to decide the level of thrill to 
experience and the sights to see.

can walk among the dotted wildlife footprints and feel the 
crunch of the icy snow beneath their feet. On the Columbia 
Glacier Spectacular, travelers will touch down at the face of 
the Columbia Glacier in Prince William Sound, where sounds 
of thunderous and sights of wildlife abound.

W I N T E R

In the winter, extreme adventure-seekers and seasoned 
skiers and snowboarders can take helicopter tours to the 
next level. Valdez has several companies that offer heli-skiing 
adventures and lodging to help snow sport enthusiasts carve 
lines in the rugged backcountry while giving them a place 
to rest their heads. Heli-ski guides in Valdez are some of 
the most experienced in navigating the area and are highly 
skilled at bringing travelers’ heli-skiing dreams to life. Guests 
can choose from single-day heli-skiing tours to week-long 
packages with accommodations, multiple helicopter trips, 
gourmet meals and safety gear. 

With incredible guides and 
dedicated companies like ours, the 
helicopter tour options in Valdez 
are as endless as visitors’ desire for 
adventure. The call for adventure 
may be what brings a visitor to 
Valdez, but it’s experiences like 
heli-skiing and landing atop a 
breathtaking glacier that will keep 
travelers’ coming back.

D I S C O V E R  M O R E : 
valdezalaska.org/things-to-do/
guides-tours/flightseeing
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small planes 
are a way of 
life in alaska. 
From recreation 
to backcountry 
hunting to 
emergency medical 
transport, they 
get people where 
they need to go.
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The runway sits at the base of the still-snow-
covered Chugach Mountains and, for three 
days, chairs and bleachers of locals and visitors 
line the strip. Planes, people and vendors from 
all over come together, rain or shine, to witness 
aviation at its finest. Short take-off and landing 
(or STOL, as it’s referred to in the field), flour 
bombing, balloon busting and aerobatics all 
draw eyes to the sky as pilots showcase their 
expert techniques. But this event isn’t only 
for the experts or the aerophiles — everyone 
leaves with a new bit of knowledge and a deeper 
fascination for flying.

V A L D E Z 
A I R S H O W
T H E  VA L D E Z  F LY - I N  A N D 

A I R S H O W  TA K E S  O F F

 

Each year, in a sea of raincoats and camping 
chairs, cheers break out among the crowd as 
small, propellor-operated planes circle in the sky 
above Valdez, kicking off the much- anticipated 
Valdez Fly-In and Airshow.

The fly-in was originally created 
to bring tourism to Valdez in 
the shoulder months, but its 
immediate popularity exceeded 
that expectation. The event is 
now a staple for pilots and visitors 
from all over the world. Joe Prax, 
president of the air show, explains, 
“The fly-in is a world-renowned 
aviation event that has been 
duplicated in Europe and in the 
Lower 48, and it has helped spawn 
a rejuvenation of backcountry 
aviation.” And it’s no wonder – the 
events are a blast to watch.

Spectators can see pilots try their 
hand at taking off and landing 
in short distances in the STOL 
competition. Each pilot is given 
two opportunities, and the score 
is marked by their best run. In 
the flour bomb competition, 
pilots can fly solo or with a team 
to hit designated targets from 
about 400 feet up. Pilots in the 
balloon bust call out for when 
they’d like a balloon to be released 
for their best chance to pop the 
helium-filled bubble mid-air. A 
crowd favorite, the aerobatics 

competition draws out oohs and 
aahs, as pilots wow onlookers with 
their unique performances. Prizes 
for these events include swag 
for the winner’s plane, like new 
landing wheels, bush wheels and 
airplane accessories. Kids can join 
in on the competition with a balsa 
wood airplane-making contest. 
Kids will demonstrate their own 
aviation knowledge and maybe 
even earn some bragging rights.

During the day, people can go 
from booth to booth, tasting local 
eats, warming their hands with hot 
drinks, and purchasing souvenirs 
and keepsakes to commemorate 
their time at the air show. At 
night, when the crowds venture 
home, many of the pilots camp 
beneath the wings of their planes, 
reliving the day’s events with their 
fellow flyers.

The 2024 Valdez Fly-In and Air 
Show will take place May 10-12, 
and is sure to take the competition 
to new heights as it celebrates the 
20th anniversary.
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The locals of Valdez are very passionate about 
expression as you can see in the many different 
mediums of art throughout town. We have 
numerous murals that can be spotted all around. 
Across from the Post Office there is a mural 
that depicts a man panning for gold back during 
the Klondike Goldrush – try to spot the other 
murals placed on other businesses that add a 
little extra flair. There are also some amazing 
wood carvings to be tracked down. Valdez is 
known for having a wood carving competition 
and the carvings are donated to the city each 
year to add some additional beauty to the area. 

The community hosts many local events that 
bring out the locals and tourists alike from 
all corners of the world. “Gold Rush Days” is 
celebrated the first week of August each year, 
and is comprised of a multi-day vender market, 
live music, and the “Height of Fashion Wine 
Walk.” Make sure to hit the town during the 
weekend to see all the action from live shows to 
shopping. It is always a treat to see the different 
pop-up vendors at the festivals and live events 
that go on throughout the summer season.

A R T S  & 
C U LT U R E
A  T H R I V I N G  C R E A T I V E 

C O M M U N I T Y  O N 

A L A S K A ' S  C O A S T

S H O P P I N G

From gift shops and grocery 
stores to seafood markets and 
gear outfitters, you’ll be sure 
to find what you need in the 
shops in Valdez. Throughout the 
year, various open-air markets 
with specialty vendors come to 
town as well. While shopping in 
Valdez, grab some local art and 
souvenirs, buy fresh vegetables, 
or snag some seafood to bring 
home. If you prefer to catch 
your own feast, our outfitting 
stores can help you gear up. 	
The possibilities are endless! 

     Jiyeon Juno Kim

S T A Y

H O T E L S  &  M O T E L S

Five hotels are available in 
downtown Valdez, and all of them 
are less than a 10-minute walk from 
the waters of Port of Valdez. Guests 
will wake up near the waterfront 
dining district and a small boat 
harbor, where glacier cruises and 
fishing charters depart. Three of our 
hotels are open year-round. 

B E D  &  B R E A K F A S T S

Several B&Bs are in Valdez and 
its surrounding area. The cozy, 
domestic accommodations allow 
visitors to experience Valdez like 
a local. Ask your host about their 
favorite things to do around town, 
as many of them have decades 
of experience fishing, hiking, and 
sightseeing. 

C A B I N S  &  L O D G E S

Cabin rentals are available for those 
seeking an Alaskan experience. 
Wilderness lodges are located 
farther out of town, providing 
relaxing comfort paired with scenic 
beauty. Lodging is also available 
along the Glenn and Richardson 
Highways leading to Valdez. 

R V  &  T E N T  C A M P I N G

There are many options for camping in Valdez, including both 
campgrounds and RV parks. Visitors can choose from a full 
hookup, partial hookup, and tent camping, and most of our RV 
parks have on-site convenience stores.  Fishing, wildlife viewing, 
and hiking are so close by, you may never want to leave.

F R O M  H O T E L S  T O  C A M P G R O U N D S

     Jiyeon Juno Kim

     Jiyeon Juno Kim

     Jiyeon Juno Kim



D R I N K
C O F F E E

Coffee culture is big in any Alaskan 
town, and Valdez is no exception. 
Alaska has been rated as one of 
the most caffeinated places in the 
country! From traditional indoor 
coffee shops to drive-through 
coffee huts and open-air cafes, 
Valdez has the caffeine to keep you 
fueled for your Alaskan adventures.

During the summer, we stay up late 
and take advantage of long sunny 
days, and during the short winter 
days, we need a little pick-me-up 
to keep us wide-eyed and warm. 
Valdez is home to more than half a 
dozen places to grab a cup of Joe 
or a Red Bull kicker when you need 
something to boost your day. 

Fun Fact: 
Those small structures 
on the side of the road 
aren’t sheds or tiny 
houses. They’re coffee 
huts! Coffee huts are 
especially helpful when 
you have a busy schedule 
full of exploring and 
sightseeing ahead of you, 
or when it is simply too 
cold to even think about 
getting out of the car.

B R E W E R I E S

Valdez boasts two great local breweries —
Valdez Brewing and Growler Bay Brewing. 
Ideal for relaxing with friends, enjoying 
local art, and chatting with on-site 
brewers about their beers. Visit on the 
first Friday monthly for featured artists 
and keep an eye out for arts and craft 
pop-ups. Don't miss out on their craft 
sodas if you're not into beer!

E A T Start your walk along North Harbor 
Drive and take in the majestic 
Chugach Mountains surrounding 
the town. You will see marine 
life, like sea otters basking in the 
summer sun, and eagles grabbing a 
seafood feast of their own. Valdez 
has a variety of restaurants to 
satisfy your hunger. From seafood 
and burgers to food trucks and 
restaurants, you’re sure to find 
something delicious, authentically 
Alaskan, and all within walking 

distance of most RV parks, 
campgrounds, hotels, and B&Bs.
Dine on local Alaskan seafood from 
a secluded corner booth or with 
seaside views. Prince William Sound 
and the Copper River bounty will 
be available to you at our local 
seafood restaurants. Enjoy halibut 
burgers, beer-battered rockfish, 
salmon fillets, or Alaskan King crab 
legs. Valdez's seafood restaurants 
span from family-style to fine 
dining, and many of them are 
located right on the waterfront!

V A L D E Z 

B O A S T S  A  W I D E 

V A R I E T Y  O F 

R E S T A U R A N T S 

A M I D S T 

S T U N N I N G 

S U R R O U N D I N G S
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E A T  &  D R I N K

B R E W E R Y 
Growler Bay Brewing Company is a locally 
owned and operated small-scale production 
brewery committed to crafting exceptional 
beers and supporting the Valdez community in 
our family-friendly taproom.
224 Galena Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-4222
info@growlerbaybrewing.com
growlerbaybrewing.com

Valdez Brewing Local Valdez brewery with 
taproom. Come try some local beers, go on a 
tour, or take a growler to go. Valdez Brewing 
is a locally owned and operated brewery with a 
spacious taproom and outdoor patio area. Our 
beer, seltzers, and sodas are brewed in house 
with local ingredients, including the finest 
glacier water around. Book a tour, enjoy a brew, 
or grab one of our many to-go options!
141 Galena Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-4123  |  info@valdezbrewing.com	
valdezbrewing.com	

D I N I N G
A Rogue's Garden Natural & specialty food 
store featuring organic espresso & smoothies, 
fresh baked goods, lunch served Tues-Fri.	
354 Fairbanks Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-5880  |  roguesgarden@gmail.com  
Roguesgarden.com

Fu Kung Restaurant Enjoy a mix of Mandarin, 
Szechuan, Thai, and Chinese cuisine, featuring 
fresh sushi and local seafood Chinese style. We 
also offer food to go.
207 Kobuk Drive  |  (907) 835-5255		
asiancuisinevaldez.com

The Fat Mermaid Here you can dine indoors or 
outdoors on the waterfront and take in views of 
the majestic Chugach Mountains. Come enjoy 
our local seafood dinners, specialty salads, 	
Pizza, burgers, and sandwiches. Breakfast is 
served daily along with irresistible homemade 
breads and buns! We also have vegetarian, 
vegan, and raw food options available. 
Experience our full bar with spirits and more 
than 25 microbrews, including local Alaskan 
Beers. There’s something for everyone on the 
waterfront at The Fat Mermaid!
143 N. Harbor Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-3000
kables1221@gmail.com  |  thefatmermaid.com

Magpies on the Fly Magpie’s on the Fly was 
created to embrace Valdez in all its quirky history 
and patchwork of industries while providing 
that Valdez experience to others. Connecting 
community through food, art & entertainment.
350 Galena Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-8377  |  magpiesonthefly.com

Poor Betty's When it's sunny out in Valdez this 
is the place to be. Bring the friends & fam, 
come grab a beer & work on that tan of yours. If 
it's rainy, we got you covered with food that will 
make you feel right at home.	

141 Galena Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 202-1538  |  poorbettys.com

The Potato Handmade comfort food, great 
views, service with a smile & GF Friendly!	
255 N Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-3058  |  potatoheadvaldez@gmail.com	
theroadsidepotatohead.com

				  
G E T T I N G  H E R E 

Alaska Marine Highway See more of Alaska's 
scenery & wildlife with our fleet of state ferries.	
520 Ferry Way, Valdez, AK 99686	
1-800-642-0066	 dot.ask.amhs@alaska.gov	
dot.alaska.gov/amhs

Midnight Air, LLC Skip the long lines and 
excess baggage fees, fly with the convenience 
of a charter tailored to your needs and 
schedule. Recieve 10% off when you pre-
purchase a round-trip charter.	
2014 Merrill Field Dr, Anchorage, AK 99501	
(907) 764-4768  |  midnightairak@gmail.com	
midnightair.business.site

Ravn Alaska Ravn Alaska serves the passenger, 
cargo and charter needs of over 100 
communities throughout the state. Visit Ravn 
Alaska on the web at www.flyravn.com for 
schedules, flight information and more.	
300 Airport Rd, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-2636  |  help@ravnalaska.com	
ravnalaska.com

				  
S T A Y 

B & B 
Alaska Forget Me Not Valdez B & B	
Guests can book a stay in one of the three 
non-smoking bedrooms with individual private 
bathrooms. A continental breakfast is included, 
and Wi-Fi is also available. We are located less than 
a mile from downtown adventures and activities.	
315 Winterpark Street, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 831-0081  |  hurshsonja7@gmail.com	

Glennallen's Rustic Resort B&B	
Rustic, log house on private 3.5 acres with a 
creek running through property. We have five 
queen rooms, three with private baths. There 
is a common dining area with full kitchen and 
access to Glennallen's bike path and downtown.	
Glenn Hwy Mile 187.5, Glennallen, AK 99588	
(907) 259-2002
email@glennallenresort.com	
glennallenresort.com

C A B I N S
Eagles Rest RV Parks & Cabins This full-
service park in downtown Valdez is close to 
shops, museums, the harbor, and a grocery 
store. A ticket agent is on staff to book glacier 
cruises, kayaking, rafting, and fishing in Valdez.	
140 E. Pioneer Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2373  |  info@eaglesrestrv.com	
eaglesrestrv.com

Robe Lake Lodge & Cabins  Beautiful Alaskan 
Log Lodge and Private Rental Cabins. Gorgeous 
views of Robe Lake & surrounding Chugach 
Mtns. Minutes from downtown. Cabins, lodge 
rooms or full lodge available. Night/weekly 
rates. Alaska resident/military discounts. 
Continental breakfast*, Wi-Fi, sattellite TV, hot 
tub & sauna.
5325 Lake View Dr.	  |  (907) 831-2339	
info@robelakelodge.com  |  robelakelodge.com

Shoup Bay Cabins 3 cabins, each sleeps 8, has 
an outhouse, $70/night 
Shoup Bay, access by kayak or boat
(972) 835-6039  |  lanette@valdezadventure.com
valdezadventurealliance.com

Valdez KOA Journey Surrounded by glacier 
peaked mountain views and the closest RV 
Park to the fishing action! Located 4 miles from 
downtown away from the hustle and bustle - 
tranquility awaits!. Big rig friendly RV sites: 50/30 
Amp with water, some with full hookups. 24 
hour Guest laundry, bathhouse, dump station. 
FASTEST WIFI IN ALASKA! for streaming all 
your favorite movies.  Unique accommodation 
options from Deluxe Log Cabins, a 2 Story Chalet 
plus Glamping Tents and easy camping tents. Gift 
shop, propane, firewood and ice all available during 
your stay. Pet friendly in the RV Park. Military 
Veteran owned, all Military receive discount!
3182 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2723  |  valdez@koa.com	
valdezkoa.com

H O T E L S 
Alaska Tour & Travel Specializing in custom 
vacations to Valdez. Book your hotel, 
transportation, and tours all in once place. Easy 
travel planning for a bucket list trip.	
900 Arctic Blvd Suite 304
 Anchorage, AK 99503  |  (800)-208-0200 
info@alaskatravel.com  |  alaskatravel.com

Best Western Valdez Harbor Inn	
Overlooking the Valdez boat harbor; 88 clean, 
comfortable rooms w/ amenities like pillow 
top beds, 42" flat screen TV's, free Wi-Fi, 
microwave, mini fridge, DVD players & free 
hot and cold continental breakfast.	
100 N Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-3434  |  info@valdezharborinn.com	
valdezharborinn.com

Downtown B&B Downtown B&B Inn 
offers travelers to Valdez Alaska excellent 
accommodations year-round. We feature cozy 
and clean rooms and private bathrooms. Our 
location is perfect for visitors who are interested 
in fishing, sightseeing, and glacier tours in 
Prince William Sound. 
113 Galena Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2791 |  1n2rs@gci.net	
valdezdowntowninn.com

Keystone Hotel We offer low cost 
accommodations in Valdez with private 
bathrooms and free high-speed Wi-Fi. Hot 
breakfast is served every morning. Check out 
our yearly upgrades!	(see next page)

PROPANE • GAS • DIESEL
SOUVENIRS • GIFTS
LAUNDRY • SHOWERS
DERBY TICKETS
CAR WASH • ICE

WOOD
SNACKS HOT FOOD

+MORE

With the state ferry, the fun doesn’t stop at the end of the 
road. We can connect you to dozens of special places you 

don’t want to miss.   

ENJOY
Alaska

#alaskamarinehighway

FerryAlaska.com | 1-800-642-0066 

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY
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400 Egan Avenue, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-3851  |  keystonehotel@gci.net	
keystonehotel.net

Mountain Sky Hotel Standard and family suites, 
spa & extended stay suites. On site laundry 
facilities. Restaurant and bar open until 10 PM.
101 Meals Ave, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-4445
reservations@mountainskyhotel.com	
mountainskyhotel.com
 
Tiekel Lodge Restaurant and lodge on the 
Richardson Highway. Restaurant is open 8 to 6, 
seven days a week! No busses, max occupancy 
25. Cash, debit, and credit cards accepted	
56 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 822-3259
facebook.com/tiekelriver.lodge

Totem Hotel & Suites Experience Valdez 
in comfort and style. Enjoy a 65-room hotel 
combining modern design and amenities with 
traditional Alaskan hospitality. Sixteen suites with 
full kitchens and 10 cabins. Located one block from 
the boat harbor, next to the Valdez Welcome arch.
144 Egan Dr, Valdez, AK 99686 
(907) 835-4443  |  reservations@toteminn.com	
totemhotelandsuites.com

R V  P A R K S  &  C A M P G R O U N D S 
Allison Point Campground At Allison Point, 
you will find 49 RV/Tent sites with a stellar 	
view of Port Valdez, where the water glistens 
and the fish are jumping. Amenities include 
public restroom facilities and improved trails. 
No electrical or sewage hook-ups on site.

Bear Paw RV Park	 The main park is located 
close to a small boat harbor, and the adult park 
is just a block away. Most campsites face the 
boat harbor or bay. Both parks are close to 
shopping, tours, and restaurants, and both have 
full hook-ups, Wi-Fi, laundry, and showers. Be 
sure to specify which park you prefer when 
booking. Stan Stephens Tours can also be 
booked here.	
101 N. Harbor Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2530  |  bearpaw@valdezak.net	
bearpawrvpark.com

Blueberry Lake Campsites Quiet beauty. 	
$25/night, $5/day, camping, fishing, hiking, 
berry picking.	
23 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(972) 835-6039
lanette@valdezadventure.com	
valdezadventurealliance.com

Eagles Rest RV Parks & Cabins This full-
service park in downtown Valdez is close to 
shops, museums, the harbor, and a grocery 
store. A ticket agent is on staff to book glacier 
cruises, kayaking, rafting, and fishing in Valdez.	
139 E. Pioneer Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2373  |  info@eaglesrestrv.com	
eaglesrestrv.com

Valdez KOA Journey Surrounded by glacier 
peaked mountain views and the closest RV 
Park to the fishing action! Located 4 miles 

K A Y A K  R E N T A L S
Valdez Stay & Play; Electric Bike Rentals	
Electric bike and kayak rentals. Make your own 
adventure. Feel like a local!	
456 9th St, Valdez, AK 99686  
(907) 835-5515
valdezstayandplay@gmail.com	
valdezstayandplay.com

S H O P P I N G 
A Rogue's Garden A full line natural & specialty 
foods grocer. Organic espresso & smoothies, 
fresh baked goods, & lunch. Enjoy a unique 
shopping experience browsing our extensive 
organic food products, kitchenwares, books, and 
Alaskan made items. Since 1990, a place where 
friends meet and families grow.	
355 Fairbanks Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-5880  |  roguesgarden@gmail.com	
roguesgarden.com

Acres Kwik Trip Your first stop into Valdez and 
your last stop out! Best self-serve gas prices in 
town. Convenience store (with ice), deli, and 
self-serve or drop-off laurdromat.	
1861 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2269  |  pjjohnson@cvinternet.net

Bahama Hawks  Stop by to pick up Alaskan 
souvenirs, t-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, and hats. 
We also have fun items like Pokémon cards and 
skateboards! Family owned and operated.
205 North Harbor Drive, Valdez, AK 99686 | 
(720) 806-2079 | bahamahawks@yahoo.com
	
Capt'n Joe's Gas Station "More than a 
Convenience Store! 24/7 Shopping for fun 
Gifts, Souvenirs, Alaskan Furs, Toys & Games, 
Hoodies & T-Shirts, Knives, Books & Jewelry! 
Many made by Alaskan Artists! Treat yourself 
to Soft-Serve Ice Cream, Slushies, Hot Dogs, 
Pizza, Alaskan Smoked Salmon and other 
snack items before or after you go off on your 
adventures! Our Laundromat and Car Wash are 
always open – for your convenience!"	
131 E. Pioneer Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2343
		
Herbal Outfitters Herbal Outfitters is proud 
to be Alaska's first retail marijuana store to open 
their doors to the public. Located in the middle 
of the city, we're honored to offer patrons 
that are 21+ Alaskan grown cannabis, cannabis 
infused items, CBD products, and unique 
Alaskan souvenirs 7 days a week. 
165 Fairbanks Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-4201  |  herbaloutfitters.green

Peter Pan Seafoods Market Selling fresh, 
frozen, smoked & canned locally produced 
seafood. Selling clothing & souvenirs.	
219 S Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-2076  |  vzmarket@ppsf.com	
ppsf.com

Prospector Outfitters Whether you’re fishing 
the sound or skiing Thompson Pass, Prospector 
Outfitters has full lines of clothing, footwear, 
sporting goods, and fishing supplies needed to 
make your excursion a success.	

from downtown away from the hustle and 
bustle - tranquility awaits!. Big rig friendly RV 
sites: 50/30 Amp with water, some with full 
hookups. 24 hour Guest laundry, bathhouse, 
dump station. FASTEST WIFI IN ALASKA! 
for streaming all your favorite movies.  Unique 
accommodation options from Deluxe Log 
Cabins, a 2 Story Chalet plus Glamping Tents 
and easy camping tents. Gift shop, propane, 
firewood and ice all available during your stay. 
Pet friendly in the RV Park. Military Veteran 
owned, all Military receive discount!
3181 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2723  |  valdez@koa.com	
valdezkoa.com

Valdez Glacier Campground At Valdez Glacier 
Campground there are 85 standard non electric 
campsites, 14 RV electric pads, 8 RV non 
electric pads, 4 dry cabins, 2 large group camping 
areas. Amenities at Valdez Glacier Campground 
include Bath House, 6 latrines, dump station, 
and nature trails. 

Valdez RV Park Waterfront glacier views; 
located downtown close to attractions; shopping, 
restaurants, Valdez Harbor, world class fishing, 
wildlife viewing. Amenities: 30-50 amp full 
service, partial & tent sites, 24 hr laundry, private 
showers, Wi-Fi.Cruise Ticketing Agent.	
230 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-445  |  info@valdezrvpark.com	
ValdezRVPark.com

				  
T O  D O
P H O T O  &  A R T  G A L L E R I E S
Gary's Valdez & Alaska Photo Gallery	
Scenic and landscape photography. More than 
10 years of Alaska photography experience.	
(907) 255-4520  |  gminish@valdezak.net	
500px.com/gminish

Rhonda Wegner Taylor Art Come visit 
her gallery - The Painted Moose. Since her 
retirement in 2015, Rhonda is fueling her 
passion for art, wellness and the outdoors as she 
continues to live, work and play in the majestic 
town of Valdez, Alaska.
The Painted Moose, N Harbor Dr, 
Valdez, AK 99686  |  907-831-0003	
rhondawegnertaylor@gmail.com	
rhondawegnertaylorart.com

Valdez Art Co-op Valdez Art Co-Op is an art 
gallery that is cooperative owned, operated, 
and staffed by the artists. We offer art in many 
different mediums and sizes as well as classes. 
We have a variety of art styles and handcrafted 
items for your home or for gifts. Mention you 
saw this ad while shopping at the Co-op to 
receive $5 off your purchase of $50 or more.
122 Kobuk Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-2219  |  valdezartcoop@gmail.com
facebook.com/Valdez-Art-Co-
op-2367688933464499/

B I K E  R E N T A L S 
Fat Mermaid Bike Rental Cruiser style bike 
rentals at $35 per day. Trail and town ready! 

200 Egan Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-3858	
info@prospectoroutfitters.com	
prospectoroutfitters.com

Rydor Enterprises, LLC. View custom 
chainsaw carving, wood working, and art 
showcasing Alaska’s wildlife. Contact us 
directly for a current portfolio or to set up an 
appointment for gallery viewing.		
(907) 831-0676  |  rydormccune@gmail.com	
naturalexpressionsalaska.com

Solomon Falls Seafood Wild Alaska Smoked 
Salmon and Caviar shipped to your door via 
FedEx overnight. 
1815 Mineral Creek Loop Rd.
(907) 835 - 4874	
solomonfalls@valdezfisheries.com	
solomonfalls.com

South Central Hardware Stop by our local 
hardware store! Here, you’ll find a large variety 
of merchandise, including RV and automotive 
needs; camping, fishing, and hunting gear; 
housewares; plumbing, electrical, and paint 
supplies; tools; lumber; lawn and garden items; 
and holiday decor.
127 Meals Ave  |  (907) 835-2300	
schvaldez@hotmail.com
	
Valdez Adventure Alliance Outreach center 
and gift shop.	
300 Airport Road, Suite 104, Valdez, AK 99686
(972) 835-6039	
lanette@valdezadventure.com	
valdezadventurealliance.com

Valdez Museum & Historical Archive	
The Valdez Museum on Egan Dr. houses The 
Museum Store, with its large selection of 
books on Alaska history, beautifully illustrated 
children’s books, toys, jewelry, local crafts and 
assorted gift items.	
217 Egan Ave  |  (907) 835-2764
info@valdezmuseum.org  |  valdezmuseum.org

Valdez Radio Shack	Retail Sales of TV, 
radio, speakers, phones, cellphones, AT&T, all 
accessories cables, cords, batteries, headphones, 
cameras, computers, printers, surge protectors, 
tools, toys, games and gaming.	
200 Chitina St, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-3641  |  hookline@cvinternet.net	

T O U R S  &  A T T R A C T I O N S 
Alaska Guide Company We operate year-
round to offer private wilderness adventures 
for all ages and stages. Canoe or SUP between 
icebergs, ice climb a glacier, mountain biking, 
rock climbing, various hikes and heli-hikes, 
packrafting, multi day backpacking, or stay 
a night at our Glacier Lookout. Check out 
our winter tours! Everything is tailored to 
your group, from beginners to experienced 
adventurers. We are also an authorized 
Onewheel reseller.
313 Fairbanks Dr #1984, Valdez, AK 99686 
(907) 390-0510 | contact@alaska.guide
alaska.guide 

Give us a call today!	
402 W. Klutina, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-3000
larry.jeffery2020@yahoo.com	
https://www.facebook.com/
LarrysBikeShopValdezAK/

Valdez Stay & Play; Electric Bike Rentals	
Electric bike and kayak rentals. Make your own 
adventure. Feel like a local!
455 9th St, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-5515
valdezstayandplay@gmail.com	
valdezstayandplay.com

B O A T  R E N T A L S 
Valdez Outfitters Valdez Outfitters offers 
Rental Boats in Valdez Alaska! They are perfect 
for all your self-guided fishing and sightseeing 
adventures in Prince William Sound.	
241 N Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 255-4555  |  info@valdezoutfitters.com 
valdezoutfitters.com

C H A R T E R  F I S H I N G 
Copper River Guides LLC We offer guided 
fishing charters and rafting trips throughout 
Alaska's Copper River Valley. Whether you are 
looking for the famous Copper River Salmon 
on the end of your line, a scenic float along the 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, or a multi day 
adventure through the wilderness of Alaska - 
We do it all!
MP 101 Old Richardson Hwy, 
Copper Center AK 99573	
907-960-0069  |  copperriverguides@gmail.com	
copperriverguides.com

Halibut Grove Charters & Tours If you've ever 
dreamed of experiencing Alaska, welcome to 
Alaskan Adventures Unlimited. Our family 
owned business would love to welcome you 
to Valdez for halibut charter fishing and 
sightseeing tours on the Halibut Grove.	
Slip E-32 Valdez Small Boat Harbor, Valdez, AK
(907) 440-9148
mel@alaskan-adventures-unlimited.com	
alaskan-adventures-unlimited.com

Valdez Fish Derbies	Buy a derby ticket and 
you could win a $10,000 1st place prize in 
the Valdez Halibut Derby and Silver Salmon 
Derby. There are weekly 1st & 2nd place prizes 
in the Halibut Derby. Daily Prizes for the Silver 
Derby. Each Derby Ticket purchased is entered 
in a drawing for $5,000. Kids Pink Salmon 
Derby-July 23. Women's Silver Salmon Derby-
Aug 13. [Fish Weigh-in Station]	
(907) 835-5680  |  info@valdezfishderbies.com
valdezfishderbies.com

Valdez Outfitters We offer a wide variety of 
services to suit your exploration needs! Come 
do a full day of Halibut / Ling Cod / Rock Fish 
fishing or a half day Silver Salmon fishing. 
We also offer Wildlife and Glacier Tours in 
Prince William Sound. Give us a call to explore 
everything Valdez has to offer!	
241 N Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 255-4555  |  info@valdezoutfitters.com	
valdezoutfitters.com

Anadyr Adventures	Experience sea kayaking for 
a day or week in Prince William Sound. Seasoned 
guides will lead you to amazing scenery, a glacier, 
and wildlife. No experience is necessary.
225 N. Harbor Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-2814  |  anadyradventures@gmail.com	
anadyradventures.com

Aurelia Charters You can embark on a unique 
wilderness experience on our schooner, which 
offers warm bunks, showers, and hearty meals. 
We provide trips for sailing, photography, 
kayakers, science, and more.	
Valdez Harbor Dock Slip 3 (907) 255-3042	
info@schooneraurelia.com
schooneraurelia.com

Black Ops Valdez 1st class Heli Skiing with 
deluxe lodging & dining at Robe Lake Lodge! 
Snowcat skiing, snowmobile skiing & tours. Ski 
Touring Camps & Heli-Yacht packages! All-
inclusive private, individual or single day packages 
for all ages and abilities. World Class Terrain, 
Veteran guides, Flawless Safety Record.	
Mile 16 Richardson Hwy  |  (907) 831-2339	
info@blackopsvaldez.com  |  blackopsvaldez.com

Keystone Tours The Premiere Bus Sightseeing 
Tour in Valdez, Alaska! Explore Keystone 
Canyon, Thompson Pass, Worthington Glacier 
and Solomon Gulch Fish Hatchery/Old Town 
Valdez, Alaska.	
264 Fidalgo Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 255-2577  |  keystonetoursak@gmail.com	
valdezkeystonetours.com

Lu-Lu Belle Glacier Wildlife Cruises	
Deemed the most entertaining, educational cruise 
in Alaska since 1979, our beautiful yacht, Lu-Lu 
Belle, operated by Capt. Fred Rodolf, is perfect 
for event-oriented cruises you won’t forget.
240 Kobuk Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-5141  |  info@lulubelletours.com	
lulubelletours.com

Pangaea Adventures Join our upbeat, 
knowledgeable crowd as we offer a unique 
means of exploring a remote beautiful corner 
of Alaska. Sea kayak among icebergs in Prince 
William Sound, raft the canyons of the Chugach 
Mountains, and backcountry hike into the depths 
of the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 
107 N. Harbor Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-8442  |  info@alaskasummer.com	
alaskasummer.com

Stan Stephens Glacier & Wildlife Cruises	
Travel with the local experts through the fjords 
and passageways of Prince William Sound to 
Meares or Columbia Glacier. View amazing 
wildlife, such as seals, sea otters, sea lions, 
whales, and porpoise, as well as marine birdlife, 
like puffins. Two tours are offered daily in mid-
May through mid–September.	
112 N Harbor Drive, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-4731  |  info@stephenscruises.com	
stanstephenscruises.com

Valdez Museum & Historical Archive 		
The Valdez Museum on Egan Dr. (see next page) 



   First Baptist Church 
                   360 Klutina St., Valdez, Alaska         SBC      

        Tel:  (907)  835-4898           
Sunday School (Bible Study)  9:45 a.m.                
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.    Nursery provided. 

Wednesday Dinner & Discipleship Study 6:00 p.m.    

(during the school year)   

http://fbcvaldez.org 
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covers Native settlement, early explorers, 1898 
Gold Rush, aviation, oil industry; plus, changing 
art exhibits. The Museum on Hazelet Ave. covers 
the 1964 Good Friday Earthquake and “Old 
Town'' Valdez.
217 Egan Ave or 436 S. Hazelet Ave
(907) 835-2764 or (907) 835-5407
info@valdezmuseum.org  |  valdezmuseum.org

Valdez Off Road Adventures	 Enjoy the 
amazing scenery and wildlife of Valdez and 
Thompson Pass areas with a guided side-by-
side all terrainvehicle tour. Explore Mineral 
Creek, Solomon Gulch, Keystone Canyon, and 
Thompson Pass. Suitable for all ages. Waterfalls, 
winding valleys, glaciers, lakes, the Chugach 
Mountains, bear & goat sightings, and more!
(907) 831-2339  |  info@valdezoffroad.com    
valdezoffroad.com

Valdez Water Taxi & Charters	Come and 
enjoy Alaska with us! Fishing charters, hiking, 
photography, wildlife, and nature out of 
Valdez, Alaska. 
Slip M25	 (907) 255-5380  
valdezwatertaxiandcharters.com

VFDA/Solomon Gulch Hatchery This private, 
not-for-profit salmon hatchery, who's mission is 
to enhance the commercial and sports fisheries 
of Prince William Sound.	
1561 Dayville Rd, Valdez AK 99686	
(907) 835-4874 or (907) 835-1329  |  
valdezfisheries.org

Worthington Glacier $5 day use/parking fee, 
glacier viewing, paved trail, natural history 
interpretive panels, model, vault toilets, & gift shop.	
28.7 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686  |  
(907) 255-6039
lanette@valdezadventure.com	   
valdezadventurealliance.com

				  
L O C A L  S E R V I C E S

B A N K I N G 
First National Bank of Alaska	Safe. Strong. 
Secure. Since the beginning, First National 
Bank Alaska has been committed to serving 
Alaskans, starting with its opening in Anchorage 
in 1922. Now, a century later, with 27 locations 
in 19 communities, First National continues to 
be a part of Alaska’s history.	
101 Egan Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 834-4800  |  fnbalaska.com

C I V I C  C E N T E R  S H O W S 
Valdez Arts Council The Valdez Arts Council is 
an all volunteer group that is dedicated to bringing 
performing arts to the community of Valdez.
337 Egan Dr Ste 203B Box 31, 
Valdez, AK 99686  |  (907) 835-2786
vac@cvinternet.net  |  valdezarts.org

C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
Rydor Enterprises, LLC. East Peak Resort is a 
mega-project that would provide a year-round 
mountain recreation resort in Valdez, Alaska. With 
our mind-blowing views, above treeline terrain, 
and individual customer service, year-round 

visitors will live the experience of the incredible 
Chugach Mountain Range! Multiple real estate 
opportunities are available in the main base area. 
Now seeking project investors & participants for 
construction of chairlift and base area services.
(907) 831-0676  |  rydormccune@gmail.com   
eastpeakresort.com

Valdez Avalanche Center Our Mission: To 
support and promote avalanche forecasts, 
education, research, professional development, 
and networking of practitioners in the pursuit 
of healthy lifestyles and the reduction of 
unintentional injury and death.	
(907) 255-7690  |  info@alaskasnow.org 
alaskasnow.org/valdez

F I S H  F R E E Z I N G 
Easy Freeze Just ask anyone in Valdez or your 
fishing buddies, we do know who's catching 
the most fish for all the charter and personal 
boats; the location of the hot spots. If you want 
professional service for reservations, custom 
processing, shipping or seafood market, Easy 
Freeze, Inc. is the name to know.	
204 Chitina Ave, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 835-4208  |  info@easyfreezeinc.com  
easyfreezeinc.com

G A S  S T A T I O N S 
Acres Kwik Trip Your first stop into Valdez and 
your last stop out! Best self-serve gas prices in 
town. Convenience store (with ice), deli, and 
self-serve or drop-off laurdromat.	

1860 Richardson Hwy, Valdez, AK 99686  |  
(907) 835-2269 | pjjohnson@cvinternet.net
	
Capt'n Joe's Gas Station "Do it all at Capt'n 
Joe's! Fuel up your vehicle and propane tanks, 
or shop for quality gifts, souvenirs, snacks, ice, 
firewood and fish derby tickets.  We also offer a 
laundromat, car wash, DIY/Oversize car wash, 
vacuum, and an ADA shower. We are Open 
24/7 All Year Long!"	
131 E. Pioneer Dr, Valdez, AK 99686
907) 835-2343		

H E A L T H  &  W E L L N E S S 
Radiant Wellness Our highly experienced & 
trained therapists offer Rolfing, Structural 
Integration, Massage Therapy, Hot Stone 
Massage, Sourcepoint Therapy, Clearlight, and 
Movement Education. We have a state-of-the-
art full spectrum sauna as well as a variety of 
unique wellness and local Alaskan gifts.	
354 Fairbanks Dr, Valdez, AK 99686	
(907) 255-9355  |  info@akradiant.com	

Providence Valdez Medical Center At 
Providence Valdez Medical Center, we provide 
comprehensive health care to residents and 
visitors of Valdez. The center is a critical access 
hospital with 11 acute-care beds and 10 long-
term care beds that offers an array of inpatient 
and outpatient services.	
911 Meals Ave, Valdez, AK 99686
(907) 835-2249  |  providence.org
	



V A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D EV A L D E Z  T R A V E L  G U I D E044 045

V I S I T O R  S E R V I C E S 
&  I N F O 
Alaska Tour & Travel  Specializing in custom 
vacations to beautiful Alaska. Great value, 
quality products, and the most convenient 
way to plan your Alaska vacation.	
3900 Arctic Blvd Suite 304
 Anchorage, AK 99503	
(800)-208-0200  |  info@alaskatravel.com 
alaskatravel.com

Bearfoot Travel Guides  Full Color Travel 
Magazines designed to make your trip to 
Valdez into an adventurous journey. Our 
guides take you through Valdez & Eastern 
Alaska. See our website for trip planning. Find 
Bearfoot guides, with a full color, glossy fold 
out map, all over the State of Alaska.
2440 E. Tudor Rd #122, 
Anchorage, AK 99507
(907) 320-1145  |  bearfootguides.com

Prince William Sound Science Center	
Scientific research and education in service 
to the world's richest waters.
300 Breakwater Ave, Cordova, AK 99574
(907) 424-5800  |  pwssc.org

L O D G I N G 
Copper River Princess Wilderness Lodge
Gorgeous wilderness lodge at the gateway to 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park.
1 Brenwick Craig Rd, 
Copper Center, AK 99573
(907) 822-4000  |  princesslodges.com

Kennicott Glacier Lodge  Wilderness lodge at 
the center of America's largest national park, 
Wrangell-St. Elias. Walk on a glacier, explore 
the historic Kennicott Copper Mine, or go on 
a flight seeing trip.
#15 Kennicott Millsite, Kennicott, AK 99524 
 (907) 258-2350  |  kennicottlodge.com

Wrangell Mountain Homestead  320-acre 
historical homestead is one of Alaska's most 
unique properties, with 360 degree views of 
The Wrangell Mountains and Chugach Range. 
Host large events our rustic lodge. We have 12 
log cabins and 12 B&B rooms. Visit our petting 
zoo and working farm while visiting Chitina, 
McCarthy, and Kennicott Mines. RV parking, 
tent spaces, showers, laundry, and fish freezing 
and packaging are available.
Mile 13 Edgerton Hwy, 
Copper Center, AK 99573
(907) 255-5502
wrangellmountainhomestead@gmail.com

Wrangell Mountains Wilderness Lodge 
Located inside beautiful northern Wrangell St. 
Elias National Park & Preserve, along the historic 
Nabesna Road, we offer modern comforts, 
warm hospitality, and exceptional wilderness 
access. Whether hiking, fishing, photographing, 
snowmachining, hunting, or working here, we 
welcome you to our lodge and cabins. We have 
five unique, well-outfitted cabins, an airstrip, 
a historic tavern, a liquor store, snacks, and 
firewood. If you're looking for the real Alaska, 
you'll find it here with us!
Mile Post 28 Nabesna Road, 
Gakona, AK 99586 
(907) 331-6550 | WrangellLodge@gmail.com

C H A M B E R  P A R T N E R 
Discover Denali Make your Denali vacation 
the trip of a lifetime! Our local, dedicated staff 
is here to assist with year-round planning and 
information; from travel tips to art galleries 
and everything in between, Discover Denali 
like the locals do!	
Mile .4, Healy Spur Rd, Healy, AK 99743	
(907) 683-4636  |  info@discoverdenali.org
discoverdenali.org

A D V E N T U R E  C O R R I D O R  B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y 

Cordova Chamber and Visitor Center 
Off the beaten path, just a ferry ride away. 
Ready, set, hike!  |  cordovachamber.com

Discover Kodiak  Discover Kodiak can help 
you plan your travel to Kodiak Island. 		
Give us a call!  |  (907) 486-4782  |  kodiak.org

Explore Fairbanks  Call or visit us for free 
information about Fairbanks and Interior Alaska. 
(907) 456-5774  |  explorefairbanks.com

Girdwood Chamber of Commerce  Girdwood 
has a diverse population & much to offer Alaskan 
visitors year-round.  |  girdwoodchamber.com

Greater Copper Valley Chamber of Commerce  
The Greater Copper Valley Chamber is a 
small, regional organization that's located 
at the key crossroads of the Glenn and 
Richardson Highways. We promote the 
entire Copper River Valley, and we also have 
information about other locations nearby.
(907) 822-5555  |   traveltoalaska.com

Haines Convention & Visitors Bureau		
The adventure capital of Alaska.		
(907) 766-2234  |  haines.ak.us

Homer Chamber of Commerce  		
Your recreation destination. At the end of the 
road the adventure begins.
(907) 235-7740  |  homeralaska.org

Juneau Convention & Visitors Bureau	
Alaska's wilderness capital city. 
Free Guide!
(907) 586-2201  |  traveljuneau.com

Kenai Chamber of Commerce and Visitors 
Bureau Cultural Center & visitor info for your 
visit to the Kenai Peninsula.
(907) 283-1991  |  isitkenai.com

Seward Chamber of Commerce  Seward, the 
Gateway to the Kenai Fjords National Park. 
Visit us year-round.	
(907) 224-8051  |  seward.com

Skagway Convention & Visitors Bureau		
Come experience the sights & sounds of 
historical Skagway, Alaska.	
(907) 983-2854  |  skagway.com

Soldotna Chamber of Commerce & Visitor 
Info Center  Alaska's Kenai River City. Come 
explore the Kenai. Stay in the hear of Alaska's 
Playground. Experience all the shopping, 
activities, fishing and day trips from Soldotna.  
(907) 262-9814    visitsoldotna.com

Unalaska/Port of Dutch Harbor Convention& 
Visitors Bureau  			 
Undiscovered, Unforgettable, Unalaska! 
2029 Airport Beach Rd Suite 3, Dutch Harbor, 
AK 99692   |  (907) 581-2612    unalaska.info

Visit Anchorage  Stop by our log cabin Visitor 
Information Center & find out what to do in 
Anchorage.  |  (907) 276-4118  |  anchorage.net

Visit Ketchikan  Free Ketchikan, Alaska Area 
Guide.  |  (907) 225-6166  |  visit-ketchikan.com

A L A S K A  V I S I T O R  C E N T E R S 



PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND GLACIER & WILDLIFE CRUISES
We take the time to let you experience ALL of the Sound - 
from the magnificent icebergs of Columbia Glacier,
calving Meares Glacier, to incredible wildlife.  
Let us show you everything the Sound 
has to offer as we share with you the 
remarkable history, geology and 
information of this abundant region.

stanstephenscruises.com
866.867.1297

VALDEZ, ALASKA


