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1. Silent Woods Benchmark Area

The area north of this point is a 725 acre unit on the
Washburn County Forest that is set aside as a biological
reserve. No harvesting or management has occurred in
this unit since the white pine was removed in the late
1800’s. It serves as a research area to determine
biological conditions that will occur without forest
management. The focal point of this unit is the over 3
miles of undisturbed river frontage on the Totogatic River.

2. Totogatic State Wild River

The Totogatic, dedicated in 2009 as a Wild & Scenic
River, is a beautiful, undeveloped river crossing the
northern portion of Washburn County. The Totogatic
River begins in Bayfield County and ultimately meets up
with the Namekagon River, a tributary of the St. Croix
River. The lower portion of the river is quite calm and
serene. The upper portion on the other hand is quite
rugged and drops in elevation approximately 160 feet
over a nine mile span. Legends surround the Totogatic
River with stories of buried gold, spirits and murder.

3. Hemlocks Scientific Area

From this vantage point, the Totogatic Highlands
Hemlock State Natural Area can be seen in the distance.
This 160 acre old growth area lies about 2 miles due east
and contains one of the western-most stands of Hemlock
in Wisconsin. Old growth hardwood and cedar are also
present on this very remote parcel of state owned lands
within the Washburn County Forest.

4. Canadian National Bridge

In the past, ATV and snowmobile traffic on the Stony
Brook Trail were required to cross the Canadian National
Railroad on the Highway 77 Bridge. Due to concerns
about mixing recreational vehicle traffic with road traffic,
Washburn County applied for and received grant funds
to construct a bridge over the railroad. This bridge was
constructed in 2012. The bridge spans 98 feet and is 25
feet from the bottom of the bridge to the top of the rail.
To the east of this point is a designated utility corridor on
the Washburn County Forest, containing four pipelines,
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a 345 kv power line, and the Canadian National railroad. Trains
pass under this bridge at least hourly and watching one go under
is worth the wait for the next train.

5. Lost Lake Swamp

As you travel north along trail 39, you can see the large
expanse of the Lost Lake Acid bog through the trees to
the east. This bog is over 1000 acres and contains a 41
acre lake in the center. This is one of only about 15 large
bogs of this type in Wisconsin. There are legends of a
derailed locomotive that was lost and buried in this
swamp in the early 1900’s.

6. Wetland Bridge

This bridge is a “puncheon” style wetland crossing
structure. This bridge, and several others in this general
area, was constructed as a “floating” bridge set on
stringers over the top of wetlands. Wetland fill is strictly
regulated by the State of Wisconsin and the Army Corps
of Engineers. In order to link trail systems in northern
Washburn County, wetland crossings were minimized
but still necessary in some cases. These bridges were
constructed under WDNR and Army Corps of Engineer
permits.

(. Stony Brook Rest Area

Built in 2009, the Stony Brook Rest Area was built by the
Minong Trails Club to provide ATVers with amenities
such as a pavilion, grills, shelter, and public restrooms
while on this beautiful stretch of trail.

8. Aspen Management

This is a young aspen forest. Aspen in managed forests
are grown to approximately 50 years old and then
clearcut. Aspen trees thrive in full sunlight and sites
rapidly grow into thriving young forests. This site was
harvested in 20009.

9. Minong Rifle Range

The Minong Rifle Range is owned by Washburn County
and lies on county forest lands. The facility is maintained
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by local volunteers and was recently upgraded with the
generous help of labor and funds from the Safari Club
International Chapter in Minong. It is located %2 mile
north of this location on Taylor Lake Road. The facility
includes a shooting shelter, trap range, and bathroom (if
needed during your trail ride)!

10. 0ak Lake Fire

This location is in the center of one of the largest forest
fires in Wisconsin’s history. The Oak Lake Fire started on
April 22, 1980 and burned over 16,000 acres and 159
structures. Over 200 firefighters worked on this fire and
the cause was never proven. All of the forests in this
area originated from that event.

11. Jack Links Beef Jerky

If you ever wondered where all of that amazing beef jerky
is made, you found it! Minong is home to Jack Link’s
Corporate Headquarters and is the location where the
Link family began their jerky business. If you’re looking
for the jerky outlet, stop on over to Henson’s Grocery,
the Jack Link’s Outlet store.

12. 0ak Management

This is a forest made up of red oak trees. Most red oak
within northern Wisconsin exists due to an ecological
coincidence; a mix of hardwood trees sprouted after the
Pinery era in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Forest
fires in the 1920’s and 1930’s killed many of the
hardwood trees, but allowed oak to survive since its bark
is resistant to fire. This area was thinned in 2008 and
will be every 15-20 years until about 130 years of age,
after which, it will need to be harvested and a new oak
forest grown on this site.

13. Northern Hardwood Management

This is an area of northern hardwood timber type.
Northern hardwood sites are generally dominated by
sugar maple, basswood, ash, oak and yellow birch.
These forests are generally thinned every 15 years. Each
thinning opens small gaps in the canopy allowing
northern hardwood to regenerate in the understory.

"NIN ‘181em|[i1S 03 uobexawen 8y}
umop saALp 60 Joj Ja1em papunoduwi weq a1zea) 1ealb
8y} aJaym JaaLdn sajiLu OM] Palea0| ‘JUSWIIJIILS B1Zea/
0} Jajem|11S woJ} peos 910} ayl uo saiddns Huibbo)
pajney swes} X0 ‘s,0/8} ayl buung -sisAl emaddiyn
pue X109 1S 8yl usamlaq 8noJ uobeyswep 8yl
Buljane.] siapeil-Ing pue ‘salieuOISSIW ‘SJai0]dxa Ag pasn
6uo| pue sueipuj emaddiy9 Jo pueq e Jo swoy ‘aus-dwe
|einjeu e sem uobeyswep 8yl J0 puag yinosg 1esln
9yl U0 aJaH "Su0Jay an|g pue sajuN} ‘IaAeaq ‘yeaysnw
199p YUM luepunge aJe SHUBQISALL Y| ‘8dudlIadXa
SSauJap|im auinuab e sisiaoued pue siayeley Huliayo
‘padojanapun si Aem JaAL 8yl Jo uoiniod uobeyawey ayl
10 1SO|\| “AemIBAlY 91UBIS [eUOlIBN XI0J9 1S 8yl Japun
p819830.1d SI pue JBAIY X1049 “1S 8y} 01 Areinguiy e Si yarym
19A1 Buoj 9w o AjJeau e SI JaAly uobexyawey ayl

)1ed [euoney BUIAOW S UISUOISIM
1814 Uobexauwey 02

‘€102 Ul paisaAley pue paJedald
SBM 1IS SIY| "S1s840) auld yoel mau moih o} Juswdinba
[eal1ueyI9W Y1IM 99urqIn]SIp punotb uo Ajas siabeuew
15910} Aepoy 1nq ‘ajeauabal 01 Sall) 15810} papaau auid
yoel ‘Ajleauioisiy "saaJ] auid yoel BunoA Jo 1810} B SI SIy|

yuawabeue auld 3ae( 61

"SYILIpUaH 901 AQ pa1saAiey aJam sBuluUIY] 931y}
1811} 9Y) pue | Ge| Ul pajuejd sem ays SIyl uo auld pal
9y "91y1e uolleAIasu0d SAjiwey Siy pue siy saziubooal
|lelJowaw 8yl -1salo4 Awuno) uinqysepy 8yl uo
so|es Jaquiy Auew Buiysaniey abbo| e se aji| SIy 40 1SoLW
1uads a0p “Ajiweq SY9LPUsH 8yl pue syaupusH ydasor
0] |ellowaw e se pajeubisap sI auld paJ Jo eaJe SIy|

[elIoWaN SHILIPUH 81

"aLe) 01 Wiejd s,uosdweT ‘ J[eN,, uosdwe ay1 1SIA 01
ains aq ‘Alunuoddo ojoyd 1846 B 10} BuIy0O| 81.NOA J|

_lle uosdwet 1

Northern hardwood are more tolerant of shaded
conditions and each thinning creates a new “age class”
of forest.

14. Tranus Lake Natural Area

This site marks the western boundary of the Tranus Lake
State Natural Area on the Washburn County Forest.
Tranus Lake is a 174 acre shallow lake with abundant
vegetation, including native wild rice.

15. Biological Community Change

Wisconsin can be split into numerous ecological
landscapes. This point is a general boundary between
the Northwest Sands and North Central Forest
landscapes. To the south, you will see sandier soils and
forests dominated by pine trees. To the north you will
see heavier soils and forests more dominated by aspen
and hardwood.

16. Red Pine Management

This is a forest of planted red pine. Red pine was
generally planted in areas of old farm fields or in some
cases replanted on poor quality sites for other species.
Red pine was planted on this site in 1976. Once these
forests reach 30 years of age, they are thinned every 8
to 10 years until they reach 120 to 140 years of age, at
which time they will be harvested and re-planted.
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29. Washburn County Forest

A majority of the ATV trails in Washburn County lie on
County Forest lands. The Washburn County Forest has
existed since 1929, when the county first took
possession of abandoned properties under tax
delinquency. Today, the Washburn County Forest is
150,000 acres and part of a larger County Forest system
totaling 2.4 million acres. These lands are sustainably
managed for forest products along with a wide variety
of recreational opportunities, such as the ATV trail you
are riding. These lands are established under a
permanent program within Wisconsin Statutes called
the County Forest Law.

30. Stone Archway

If you’re feeling adventurous and want to stretch your
legs, carefully make your way down the side of the
railroad grade to view a hand-crafted stone archway that
serves as a bridge over a dry wash (drains water during
spring months.) This archway appears to be hand-
crafted and fitted with limestone which is not readily
available anywhere in Washburn County. A walk through
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31. Shell Lake's Two Tailed Walleye

Shell Lake’s mascot, the walleye, is located along Hwy
63 greeting visitors to this beautiful downtown park
area. You are sure to notice that there is something
special about this fish; not only does he have one tail,
he has two!
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36. Muskeg Bog

The wetland area
p alongside the trail
L, here is a muskeg,
M also called a treed

_ peat

swamps. They often contain scattered black spruce and
tamarack. They can be home to a number of rare animals
and plants.

Casey Creek is a warm water stream that originates at
Casey Lake, approximately 2 miles upstream from this

38. McKenzie Creek

A tributary to the McKenzie Lake Chain, McKenzie Creek
is a Class | trout stream. The McKenzie Lake Chain

, bog. There are consists of Lower, Middle and Big McKenzie and
W acidic, sparsely 37 Caseg Cieek are connected by McKenzie Creek.
- wooded

39. Town of Trego

|:| Washburn County Forest

[ ] Municipality

point. It feeds into Deer Lake, just downstream from this
point. Casey Creek is one of the major tributaries to the
Namekagon National Scenic River, just 4 miles
downstream from here.

Originally named Superior Junction, its name changed
to Trego in roughly 1906. The first store and post office
in Superior Junction were built in 1886. For many years,
Trego was a major hub for blueberry shipments to the
twin cities. The State Bank of Trego building, built in
1910, is still standing as a reminder of Trego's long
history.




