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List with Us!

Professional Real Estate Agents
You Can Rely On!

Outstanding Name Recognition > Choice Locations
Have you ever wonder ed What Professional Full-Time Licensed Agents

The Rich Company can do fOl" you? Aggressive Advertising > Farm & Timberland Division

mm Commercial Development Division
MW Property Management Division

- Billboards - Constant Exposure...the only company with 7 prominent billboards on every major artery in the area.

« Internet Site — Professional website, www.therichcompany.com, with detailed property descriptions and photos. One of the highest-
ranking real estate websites east of Raleigh (per Alexa site ranker). Averages over 2300 hits per day.

» Updated daily by our professional webmaster.
- Digital Marquee - seen by 32,000 cars per day advertising our listings and community info

+ Direct Mail Advertising - Every new listing and every closing gets targeted postcard notification to surrounding homes and
neighborhoods.

- Syndicated Advertising - Every listing is marketed on nearly 100 syndicated websites including Zillow.com, Trulia.com.

+ Social Media Marketing - Our network of brokers are highly skilled in technology and are prominently represented on social media
such as Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.

- Parade of Properties - The Rich Company’s own publication circulated to over 14,000 potential buyers; distributed through newspaper
insertion, restaurants, motels, mailings, and other sources.

- Photographs - including aerial and Matterport

- Yard Signs - give your property high visibility

+ High Volume - walk-in prospects at our prestigious locations with ample parking

- Multiple Listing Service - to expose your property to more potential buyers. We are a member of the North Carolina Regional MLS
- Outstanding Name Recognition - The best visibility in the market with a reputation built over 50 years

- Choice Locations - We are the only area firm with multiple Beaufort County locations (2). Our main office has the highest traffic count
of any location in the county.

+ Open 7 Days - PLUS, agents available outside regular business hours

- Professional Licensed Agents - Our agents are professional, highly trained, experienced, and respected. They are ready to work for you.
- Aggressive Advertising - the largest budget of any real estate firm in the area

+ Farm & Timberland Division - the only area company with a separate division for marketing farms, timber, and reinvestment property
- Commercial Development Division - full menu of commercial real estate services, with build to suit capabilities

* NO transaction fees!

* Property Management Division - Residential and Commercial rentals

The Rich Company is the only major
independent in eastern NC and has been

keepi ission dollars local . : o
koeping your commssion dolars loca Main Office:
1468 Carolina Ave., Washington, NC 27889 | 252-946-8021

go into the hands of national franchises
but help support eastern North Carolinas
businesses, restaurants, churches, and

fundraisers. So, if you're thinking about e - .

selling your property, think about selling Bath Office:

it with the number one Real Estate Team

in the ast, The Rich Company. Lots keep 423 Carteret St., Bath, NC 27808 | 252-923-7424

dollars here by LISTING IT LOCAL.

2+« WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE | WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026




Your Event, Your Budget, Your Way!

From small personal gatherings to large, full service and chinaware events.
We are culinary professionals here to serve you.
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128 East 2nd Street Washington, North Carolina 27889
(252) 623-2014 « chrislyn@carryoutbychrislyn.com

Monday - Friday 10am-6pm [E]54[=

Saturday 10am-2pm %
Closed: Sunday [=]

Rehearsal Dinner * Reception Celebration * Pre-Wedding Food

WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026 | WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE +3




Bl c®

L

;‘09(7{ ollow Farm LLC

o A""?f-"!'

st

b

enue 252-943-7016

Y
\
¥ 2l
: o
AR
1 i b 8.
e 4 7 ¥~ “_I i . ; 7' 3
S =
b

4+ WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE | WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026



i
BECAUSE

FOOREVER.

IS JUST

T H E %) A G A Z | N E

THE BEGINNING

Publisher
Ashley Vansant

Editorial
Holly Jackson
Ellen Brabo
Clark Curtis

Marketing & Sales
Ann Fitzpatrick
Gina Lee
Kim Riggs
Kristen Smith

Art Direction
Ryan Webb

STUNNING BRIDAL SETS
NOW FEATURED AT

Contact Information ,
Washington the Magazine
P.O.Box 1788
Washington, NC 27889 J E W E L R Y S T O R E
Advertising Inquiries
252-946-2144 Ext. 221 121 N. MARKET ST. * DOWNTOWN WASHINGTON
STEWARTSJEWELRYSTORE.COM « 252-946-2611

Subscriptions & Change of Address

252-946-2144 YOUR HOMETOWN JEWELER SINCE 1908
. . . o ‘ ) FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Washington the Magazine is published six times n @ FOR OUR UPCOMING SPECIALS!

a year by Washington Newsmedia, LLC. © 2025

WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026 | WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE 5



CREATE A

U N I O.U E GETAWAY...
Wil in youw owny

(252) 923-2566

380 Mill Creek Lane » Bath, NC 27808
www.sladelandscaping.com £
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Services:

- Job Boards

- Outplacement Services

- Temp-to-hire/Temp-to-perm

. Contingent Search/Permanent Placement/
Direct Hire/Employment Agency Services

. Seasonal Employee/Seasonal Worker

- Temporary Staffing Services

- Long Term Staffing Services

- Worker Transportation Provided

Washington Location
2289 W 5th Street, Suite 200, Washington, NC 27889
252.940.0070 - Fax 252.940.0156

Ahoskie Location
1313 West 1st Street, Ahoskie, NC 27910
252.209.9197 - Fax 252.940.0156

Edenton Location
101 W King Street, Office C, Edenton, NC 27932
252.482.2405 - Fax 252.940.0156

Hours: M-F, 8am-5pm | prostaffingsolution.com
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THE PERFECT START

How to pick
the perfect ring

Local experts help couples choose the
engagement rings of their dreams

STORY BY HOLLY JACKSON

DANIELLE FLAKE PHOTOGRAPHY

here are so many options to consider when

purchasing an engagement ring. Until

recently, couples had limited choices -

gold or silver, princess or emerald cut.

Today, there’s a vast selection of shapes,
sizes, metals and whether or not to purchase naturally mined
or lab-grown diamonds. Some couples weigh the option of
buying a vintage ring or using an heirloom. With so much
to think about, selecting an engagement ring can feel like
a daunting task.

Two jewelers in Washington have provided their
best advice for couples looking to find their engagement
rings - their tangible evidence of each other’s steadfast
commitment and everlasting love.

Stewart’s Jewelry Store and McKeels Fine Jewelers
have 166 years combined of trusted experience and
expertise in helping couples find rings that fit their styles
and budgets.

The first piece of advice both stores give is to set a
budget before making an appointment. When couples
agree on a budget prior to their appointment, it gives
jewelers parameters of which rings to show them.

“Buy what you can afford. Don’t put yourself in
a bind buying a ring just because somebody else has,
because you can always upgrade,” Aaron Adams said.
Adams is the general manager at Stewart’s Jewelry Store.
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Wally McKeel, owner of McKeels Fine
Jewelry, preaches that the quality of a gemstone

is more important than its size, because if a
gemstone is low-quality, it will always be that
way.

When it comes to picking the shape of the
diamond or gemstone what’s most important
is to consider your significant other’s personal
style. This is a ring they will wear forever;
therefore, it should fit right in with their sense
of fashion. Do they wear gold or silver more
often? Do they wear a lot of color or neutrals?
Do they wear statement pieces or minimal
jewelry? Take notes on your partner’s style to
help you choose an engagement ring they will
want to wear every day for the rest of their life.

Adams’ advice for couples is to pick a ring
that is “timeless” that “will always be in style.”

“Try to watch out for the trends. Trends
change. Go with timeless, because you're

always in style, and it always looks great,” he
said. “Pick out something you're going to be
proud of and can pass down.”

McKeels echoed the same sentiment. They
are seeing couples pick out halo rings that have
a “vintage” or “estate” look, Christine McKeel
said. “It’s definitely popular, and it’s a classic
look. It’s never really goes out of style.”

Couples should consider researching
lab-grown diamonds if they are looking to
purchase a diamond at a lower price point.
Lab-grown diamonds are virtually the same
in shape and grade as natural ones. Both are
real diamonds that possess similar chemical,
physical and optical properties, according to
the Gemological Institute of America. The
difference that means the most to couples is
that lab-grown diamonds cost between 60%-
85% less than natural ones, says international

jeweler, Queensmith.

Both jewelers are seeing a rise in popularity
in lab-grown diamonds, because of rising costs
of natural diamonds.

“At this point in time, the major difference
is the price factor. The two carats can be
$3,000 [for lab-grown] versus $20,000 [for
natural]. I mean, that’s a nice honeymoon,”
Wally McKeel said.

Each engagement ring is as unique as the
couple who purchases it; therefore, the price
of the ring depends on what size, shape and
metal the couple selects.

Couples looking to have a one-of-a-kind
ring may choose a gemstone other than a
diamond. Both Stewart’s and McKeels have
seen engagement rings with sapphires or
emeralds.

Couples getting married a second time will
often choose sapphires or emeralds for their

rings at Stewart’s.

ALLIE NICHOLS
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At McKeels, couples have picked rings
that mix sapphires with a center diamond
stone. Gemstones other than diamonds are
commonly placed in the wedding band.

One trend Stewart’s and McKeels have
seen in recent years is the use of an heirloom
piece. Couples are choosing rings and
gemstones from necklaces that have been
passed down from one generation to the
next. They take the piece(s) to Stewart’s or
McKeels to customize them into the perfect
engagement ring.

“If youre using a family heirloom stone or
something you're just resetting it or restyling
it and it’s just a new mounting. Sometimes it’s
just as simple as changing the center section
and leaving the band the same since it’s a
family piece,” Adams said.

“I think that’s the way to go if you have
a piece that’s been handed down,” Christine
McKeel said. “People may come in and say
‘this was from my grandmother’s necklace’
and ‘this was from my mom’s wedding ring’
and they want to put those things together
into a new piece. Sometimes it’s not just a
ring. It may be other pieces, but the stones
are beautiful.”

Not to mention, using an heirloom piece
is cost-effective compared to buying a ring
that is in stock.

Couples who choose to make an
appointment with Stewart’s and/or
McKeels can expect to spend around 30
minutes looking at rings. That may seem
quick, but given both jewelers’ years of
experience, they can quickly assess a couple’s
likes and dislikes and make judgements on
which rings to show.

“It’s a very easy process,” Adams said.
“Some people are intimidated by it, but it’s
not. It’s personal style.”

Stewart’s Jewelry is located at 121 N.
Market Street, and is open from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday and from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. on Saturdays. They are closed on Sundays.
They can be reached at 252-946-2611. McKeels
is open every day except Sunday from 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. They are located at 231 Mid Town Lane.
They can be reached at 252-940-9207.
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is less than a five minute walk to, well,
everything -- the Waterfront Boardwalk, the
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INSPIRATIONAL WEDDINGS

My forever
Valentine

JANIE PAGE AND SKYE WILSON

FEB. 15, 2025

STORY BY HOLLY JACKSON
PHOTOS BY PAMELA JAHNKE

or love to bloom, sometimes, all it takes is

one person planting an idea, like a seed, into

their friend’s mind about a guy they should

date. Such was the story of Janie and Skye’s

relationship. Janie was friends with Skye’s
sister. Janie said Skye’s sister, “always planted seeds with
each of us about a potential set up.”

Skye’s brother-in-law is a pastor of a church in
Durham. Serendipitously, it was the same church Janie
attended. On the weekend of the church’s anniversary,
Skye traveled to Durham from Greenville, South
Carolina to visit his brother-in-law and participate in
the anniversary festivities.

“We went on several dates throughout the weekend
while he was in town and quickly started dating, despite
the distance,” Janie said. “We got engaged over Labor Day
weekend at Atlantic Beach and Skye then made plans to
move up to Durham. Overall, quite an expedited timeline,

”

but it really is true that when you know, you know

Why did you choose Washington
as your wedding location?

We knew we wanted a shorter engagement season to
not prolong the wedding planning process. And I really
wanted to get married at my home church. I love the
proximity of the Civic Center from there, and the overall

16 « WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE | WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026
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Vendors for Janie and . —
Skye’s wedding

Welcome Party: Fox Hollow Farm
Ceremony: First Methodist Church
Reception: Washington Civic Center
Planner: The Acreage Events (Kevin &
Krisitna Beasley)

Photographer: Pamela Jahnke

Band: Power 2 Party
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proximity to downtown.

I grew up in Washington and really liked
the idea of getting married in my home
church. Not to mention that my mom really
carried a ton of the weight in planning the
wedding, so it was great to have her familiarity
with different vendors in the area, along with
an army of family friends who could help
execute everything! Not to mention the

obvious charm of a cute coastal town.

What was the theme
of your wedding?

I would probably describe it as fairly
traditional. I hope we accomplished an
elegant aesthetic. I do think we really valued
our service feeling worshipful and faith-filled.
And we wanted our reception to be tons of
fun. We hired an amazing band out of South
Carolina, Power 2 Party, and they absolutely
made the reception! They bring so much
energy and have a wide ranging setlist. Truly
no one wanted to leave the dance floor for

even one second.

How did you personalize
your wedding?

Skye’s brother-in-law officiating a
service in my childhood church was a
very special element for us. Other special
personalizations were that my mom got a
journaling Bible instead of a traditional
guest book so we could have guests sign a
message of wisdom or encouragement by
their favorite verse.

I also think specialty cocktails are a great
way to personalize the day. We recreated a
hibiscus margarita from my favorite bar in
Durham called “The Page Turner” and Skye
had a bourbon drink called “The Wilson
Reserve.”

We passed out heart sunglasses on the
dance floor as a fun way to commemorate
Valentine’s Day, and we were loaned a bunch
of “crazy hats” from a family friend. They
ended up being such a hit on the dance floor!
They made every look super silly and festive.

When you look back on your
wedding day, what was one
thing (or several things) you did
that you’re so glad you did?

I'm so glad we had a wedding planner.
Special thanks to Kevin and Kristina Beasley
and the whole team at The Acreage Events.
Our families really did not lift a finger all
weekend because their team thought of
everything. They made our vision a reality.
And even above and beyond our vision.
Their attention to detail and thoroughness
throughout the entire process was amazing!
'They are truly the best of the best.

Two other things- first, I'm really glad we
did a first look. I'm fairly traditional so I was
opposed to this in theory. But because the sun
sets so early in February, it was recommended
that we do a “first look” so that we would have
enough time to take photos before the sun
had set. It ended up being such an emotional
and special time that Skye and I could cherish
privately. And it helped get the nerves out!

Second, we did a welcome party on Friday
night where all of our guests were invited to
meet us after the rehearsal dinner for cocktails
and dessert bites. This completely allowed us
to visit with and welcome all of our guests
without feeling overwhelmed with that desire
to welcome everyone at the reception.

Is there anything you would
change about your wedding day?

Overall, there is really nothing I would
change. Large scale, it would have been such
a dream to have a spring/summer wedding
to allow guests to take full advantage of the
warmer weather and the beautiful waterfront.
But there really is something to be said about
vendor availability in the middle of winter
(and better pricing too) . We also noticed that
guests are much more available in the “off-
season” and were looking for a fun outlet to
liven up the dreary months! Plus, we really
look forward to future anniversary trips where
we can escape somewhere warm in the cold

winter months.
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How did you plan your budget?

I think it’s about choosing what is most
important to you. We knew we wanted to
have a really great band so we probably spent
a disproportionate amount on entertainment

than other areas.

Is it normal to feel nervous?

Yes! I had so many friends have to
completely change their wedding in the peak
covid era of 2020-2021 which made me
nervous. Also, because of the winter season,
we were so nervous about getting the flu or a
virus during the wedding week that we tried
to pseudo-quarantine for the weeks leading
up to the wedding.

Skye says he definitely felt most nervous
about the first dance. It’s so many eyes on you
and it can almost feel like youre performing for
your guests. We were glad to get that over with!

While we hope everything goes smoothly
during the planning process- and especially
on the wedding day - we know that one or
two things may not go as planned.

What funny mishaps
happened either during
planning or on the wedding day?

We were planning to spend our wedding
night in a cute downtown Airbnb. The day
before the wedding, there was a power surge
that blew the HVAC at the AirBnB and it
couldn’t be repaired in time.

Our host was so accommodating though
and did everything she could to make it right
(including many space heaters)! Thankfully,
we were lucky to have unseasonably warm
weather on Saturday so the accommodations
were very comfortable.

The only other challenge in the process
was in trying to find a rehearsal dinner venue.
Skye’s family was given a tall task. All of the
local restaurants were anticipating full bookings
for Valentine’s Day. We ended up having it at
Fox Hollow Farm, which was great to have a
venue where we could also have the Welcome

Party. It was perfect!



INSPIRATIONAL WEDDINGS

Casual conversation
with a chance of rain

MICHAELA JONES AND CHASE JOHNSON

AUG. 10, 2024

STORY BY HOLLY JACKSON
PHOTOS BY MADDY HARWELL

hat started as a casual conversation
between two college students
with mutual friends, became an
everlasting love for Michaela
Jones and Chase Johnson. They
were at the right place at the right time, Michaela said.

Why did you choose Washington
as your wedding location?
Growing up in the area, Washington has always held
a special place in my heart—but it became even more
meaningful for the two of us. My husband and I share
so many memories on the waterfront! During the two
years we were long distance, any time Chase was in town,

a date by the water was a must

What was the theme of your wedding?
What vibe(s) were you going for?

Southern classic with a touch of coastal flair.

I fell in love with the character of the Washington
Civic Center—the exposed beams, wide-plank wood
floors, and vaulted ceilings gave the space so much
warmth and charm. It was important to me that
everything we brought in complimented the building’s
natural beauty while reflecting our vision for the day.
Our color palette was a delicate mix of sage green,
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Vendors for Michaela
and Chase’s wedding

Getting ready: ElImwood 1820
Ceremony: Washington Civic Center
Reception: Washington Civic Center
Decorator/Florist: Your Perfect Day
Photographer: Maddy Harwell

DJ: Generations DJ

Drinks: Pour Decisions

Food: Reverie Luxe
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baby blue, and floral-inspired tones. We
wanted something that felt fresh, romantic,
and timeless—tones that would enhance
the Civic Center’s natural beauty without
overpowering it. The florals added the
perfect touch of softness and whimsy, tying
everything together beautifully. We entrusted
Your Perfect Day to bring that vision to life,
and they were truly phenomenal!

How did you personalize
your wedding?

We found meaningful ways to honor
our families throughout the day with small,
thoughtful touches. While subtle to most
guests, each gesture carried deep personal
significance and made our celebration
feel uniquely ours. My bouquet held a
special heirloom Bible gifted to me by my
mother-in-law, lovingly attached by our
florist. Magnolia leaves, meaningful to the
women on my dad’s side of the family, were
woven into the welcome table arrangement
as a quiet nod to our roots. We also paid
tribute to Chase’s late father with a carefully
designed boutonniere that featured his
birth month flower—delicately included
throughout our floral designs as a heartfelt

remembrance.

When you look back on your
wedding day, what was one thing
(or several things) you did that
you’re so glad you did?

I'm so grateful we took the time to
partner with vendors who genuinely
understood us as a couple and brought our
vision to life. With so many decisions to
make during the planning process, it can
quickly become overwhelming. We made
it a point to do our own research, consider
our venue’s recommendations, and trust the
experiences of family and friends. In the

In the end, we truly couldn’t have
chosen a better team—they made our day

everything we dreamed of and more.

Is there anything you would
change about your wedding day?
One piece of advice I'd share with

.
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future couples is to allot more time than you
think you’ll need throughout the day. If you're
working with a planner or coordinator, they’ll
be instrumental in helping establish a realistic,
well-paced timeline. It’s always better to have
a few extra moments to breathe and take it all
in, rather than feel rushed or risk falling behind
schedule

How did you budget
for your wedding?

When it comes to budgeting for a wedding,
the first step is identifying what matters most
to you and your partner. For some, it might be
stunning floral arrangements; for others, it could
be custom cocktails, a show-stopping cake, or
live music. Knowing your shared priorities
makes it much easier to allocate your budget in a
way that feels meaningful and intentional. Once
you've pinpointed what’s most important to you
both, you can begin evaluating your available
funds and researching vendors who align with

your vision and values.

Is it normal to feel nervous
about the wedding day?

The entire week leading up to your
wedding can be incredibly stressful, and
it’s easy to get caught up in the pressure
of it all. With everything happening it is
normal to feel nervous but try not to let
that overshadow the beautiful moments
and the love surrounding you. Remember,
it’s about celebrating you and your partner,
with the people who care about you most.
The wedding day itself is a long one, so be
sure to get plenty of rest the night before so
you don't start off the day feeling exhausted.
Once you wake up, it’s go time—nonstop
from start to finish. The nerves might still
be there, but take a moment to breathe it all
in. It goes by so quickly, and you’ll want to
savor every moment.

While we hope everything goes smoothly
during the planning process- and especially on
the wedding day - we know that one or two

things may not go as planned.
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What funny mishaps happened during
planning or on the wedding day?
On the day we were scheduled to take

our engagement photos, my husband forgot
to bring shoes! We traveled in from out of
town, and he only had the pair he’d worn
earlier that day. Thankfully, the weather
was beautiful and our photographer was
incredible—him being barefoot actually
suited the relaxed, natural setting perfectly,
and it ended up being one of our favorite
details from the shoot.

They say rain on your wedding day is good
luck, and we definitely tested that theory. As
a hurricane approached the Southeast, I was
overwhelmed by the forecast - thunderstorms
for the entire weekend. Miraculously, we had
beautiful weather leading up to the ceremony, and
though rain did eventually roll in, it allowed us
to break out the clear wedding umbrellas. In the
end, those umbrellas gave us some of our favorite
photos as husband and wife—unexpected,

romantic, and completely unforgettable.



PROPER ATTIRE

How to look
picture-perfect
on the big day

STORY BY HOLLY JACKSON

THE GREENES PHOTO AND FILMS

THE GREENES PHOTO AND FILMS

lassic, timeless and elegant are adjectives
today’s Beaufort County brides are using to
describe the look and feel of their wedding
day. Two Washington formalwear shops
know that to bring a bride’s vision to life, it
starts with her dress, her groom’s suit and the bridal party’s
cohesive look.
AVA Formals and Russell’s of Washington are here
to help everyone look their best on the big day.
At AVA Formals, Beaufort County brides-to-be are
falling in love with the idea of wearing a simple dress

they can personalize with accessories. They are mixing
traditional and modern to create looks that are unique to
them, but stays true to their vision. “I feel like the brides
make their own styles,” Rebecca Taylor, owner of AVA
Formals, said.

Most brides at AVA Formals choose popular fit-and-
flare or empire dresses with sheer bodices or corset tops,
then add traditional touches like lacy Cathedral length
veils.

Taylor’s biggest piece of advice for brides shopping
for their wedding dress is to keep an open mind.
Sometimes, it’s the wildcard option that wows brides.

“When brides come in here, I try to pull one of every
style so they can rule out styles that don’t work for them.

Be open to whatever style, because youd be surprised
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sometimes that style looks better on you than
what you really thought,” Taylor said.

Her second piece of advice for brides is to
be very intentional about inviting family and
friends to shop. The opinions of those invited
set the tone for the shopping experience and
influence how a bride sees herself in a dress.

“You know your family better than
anybody knows your family. Some brides
do not bring their family with them, but
they bring a friend or someone close to
them. Some brides do bring their family,
and they’re overjoyed. So, you really have
to know the person that you're inviting - if
they’re going to be very opinionated or not,”
Taylor said.

Once a bride falls in love with the dress
of her dreams, it’s time to pick out the rest of
the wedding party’s attire.

Brides aiming for a timeless look,
shouldn’t be afraid to let their bridal party
show off their personalities. A timeless look
can still be achieved if bridesmaids select
dresses that come in varying shades of the
same color or select the same color dress

in different styles. They can have different

jewelry or hairstyles. Guys can wear different
bow ties or neckties from the groom. They
can have different color suits from the groom
or have socks that show off their interests
like hunting, fishing or golfing.

Rhonda Lyons, of Russell’s, says it’s her
job to help the bridal party look picture-
perfect.

“I try to get the bride and the groom to
look at things from the audience’s perspective
and as if they were looking at a picture. So
that it all coordinates nicely,” she said.

Lyons sees more couples picking out
tuxedos for their black tie or black tie
optional weddings as opposed to suits in
recent years. “For a while there it was more
casual and I mean more suit-worthy. I'm now
seeing more tuxedo rentals as well as black-
tie, black-tie optional weddings.”

This also means that guests attending
either black-tie or black-tie optional
weddings are coming into Russell’s to rent
or purchase tuxedos, she added.

She also sees couples selecting suits or
accessories for the groom that are different

from the groomsmen. “The brides want to set
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the grooms apart from the bridal party. So,
oftentimes, whether it be a bowtie or a necktie
or a totally different suit for the groom.”

Lyons advises couples to make sure that
what they pick out as far as suits and dresses
fits the everybody type in their bridal party.
“Most of the time, brides are picking out
what they like, and what they’ve seen. It’s
very important for brides and grooms to
take into account which styles fit their bridal
party best.”

Lyons recommends couples schedule an
appointment at Russell’s six to eight months
before the wedding day to discuss their
vision. Three months before the wedding, the
groomsmen will come into the shop to get
their measurements. Russell’s offers suit and
tuxedo rentals for an all in price of $196.42
with tax.

Brides shopping at AVA Formals should
budget around $1,100 for their dress - not
including alterations. Brides should start
shopping nine to 12 months before their
wedding date with the goal that their dress
is ordered eight to nine months before the

wedding.
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PROPER VENUE

Say ‘l Do’ at the
Civic Center

WASHINGTON’S HISTORIC WEDDING GEM

STORY BY ELLEN BRABO

TONY KRANTZ

THE GREENES PHOTO AND FILMS

T :

n the heart of downtown Washington, North

Carolina, the Washington Civic Center stands

as a testament to history and modern elegance.

Once a bustling train depot, this now sophisticated

wedding venue retains a rustic charm melded with
contemporary sophistication — an ideal backdrop for
couples looking to weave the richness of history into the
tapestry of their future.

“It’s a historic building with a lot of character,”
expressed Paula Stephenson, the Tourism Development
Director for the City of Washington. “It has a rustic
beauty but is really a blank canvas, limited only by a
bride’s imagination.”

It’s this versatility that endears the center to couples
looking for a venue that can be transformed to reflect
their unique love story.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
the Civic Center boasts 14,000 square feet of event
space, accommodating up to 200 guests comfortably.
Included in their wedding package are a variety of tables
and chairs, including round and rectangular tables for
dining and classic white wedding chairs.

“The venue is big enough for large celebrations, but
the character and layout of the building allows for an
intimate space for any size event.” shared Charlotte

Stubbs, the Venue and Event Manager.
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The Civic Center’s two-day package > - -
affords couples the luxury of time. The ease of - . , .
transition from preparation to celebration is
part of the venue’s charm.

“Couples can fully set up on Friday, have
their rehearsal dinner here, and then use the
venue as a home base on Saturday,” explained
Stubbs.

A unique feature of the Civic Center is the
‘Something Borrowed’ room. Here, couples
have access to an array of décor items such as
greenery, table pieces and signage, all included
in the rental package.

For those considering smaller gatherings,
the Civic Center offers a micro wedding
package for events with 80 people or fewer,
providing more flexibility in scheduling.

Looking ahead, it’s crucial to plan early.
The Civic Center is a coveted location and is
typically booked a year in advance. For those
willing to consider weekdays, Thursdays and
Sundays offer more flexibility for scheduling
your celebration.

“We're currently booking through 2025,
with almost full availability a year out — 2026
and peak months are already full," advised
Stubbs, urging couples to plan ahead

Whether it’s a grand affair or an
intimate celebration, the Washington Civic
Center melds historical ambiance with
personalized flair. For the most up-to-
date pricing information and to schedule
a tour, interested parties are encouraged to

inquire via the Civic Center website at www.

washingtonciviccenter.com.

Washington Civic Center at a Glance

Historic Charm: Listed on the National Register of Historic Places
Capacity: Comfortably accommodates up to 200 guests
Event Space: 74,000 square feet available for ceremonies and receptions

Vendor Flexibility: Freedom to work with your chosen vendors

Wedding Packages: Starting at $3,550, with a variety of options

The ‘Something Borrowed’ Room: Complimentary access to decor items

wisiigi . Micro Weddings: Special packages for smaller gatherings

Bookings: Advised to book at least a year in advance
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And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed,

1S

/)]
O
=
O
O

and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their

seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so.
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Staff members of Joseph B. Paul Jr.
Funeral Service and Washington Funeral
& Cremation are caring and experienced
professionals who understand that each family is
unique and has personal requests and traditions.
These requests and traditions are of utmost
importance to our staff of licensed funeral directors.

Joscph B. Daul Jr

FUNERAL SERVICE

Washington

FUNERAL & CREMATION

4500 US Hwy. 264 E
Washington, North Carolina 27889

252-975-4500
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FROM CATERING TO CAKES

Bespoke bites and
slices of delight

YOUR WEDDING CULINARY GUIDE

STORY BY ELLEN BRABO

ALLIE NICHOLS

THE GREENES PHOTO AND FILMS

mbarking on the journey towards your
wedding day is filled with moments of
love, excitement, and let’s admit it, a bit of
planning-induced stress. But fear not, our
local experts are here to offer their seasoned
advice on catering and wedding cakes, ensuring your path

to marital bliss is as delectable as the cuisine you'll serve.

Catering to Your Love Story

The first chapter of your wedding feast begins
with choosing a caterer who understands your story.
Chrislyn Beresheim, the owner of Carryout by Chrislyn
in Washington, believes that the foundation of a
memorable wedding menu is built on trust and tailored
tastes.

Sanitation scores, reputation and a tasting that
tantalizes—these are the ingredients for catering success
according to Beresheim.

“I think all of that as a package shows you what that
business is like,” said Beresheim. “For a wedding, you
really want to make sure all of those different areas are

»
accurate.

Chrislyn’s Tips for Tailored Catering:
1. Start by assessing the caterer’s sanitation scores
and reputation.
2. Schedule a tasting to familiarize yourself with
their culinary style.
3. Understand your guests’ preferences and balance

them with your own.
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4. Consider the season and how it
influences the menu.

5. Know your budget and communicate
your expectations, from fine China to
family-style servings.

Venue, Vision and Viands

Your venue sets the stage, and Beresheim
emphasizes the importance of your caterer’s
familiarity with the space. A caterer’s prior
experience with a venue can ease logistics
and enhance the dining experience, whether
youre dreaming of a buffet or a plated dinner.

Quick Tip: Inquire if the caterer
has worked at your venue before.

Their insight could be invaluable
for seamless service execution.

When to Secure Your Caterer
When should you begin this pivotal
planning piece? “As soon as possible,” advised
Beresheim. 'This gives you ample time to
explore different styles and menus, ensuring
that your caterer can capture the essence of
your celebration without rushing the creative

process.

Designing Your Dream
Wedding Cake

Transitioning to the grand finale, we
turn to Grace Hedgepeth, the confectionery
visionary behind Sugar Plum Baking
Company in Greenville. Hedgepeth knows
that the wedding cake is more than a
dessert; it’s a statement piece that reflects
your shared tastes and the theme of your
wedding.

Pop Fact: Vintage inspirations and
botanical beauties are the current

darlings of wedding cake fashion.

Grace’s Recipe for
the Perfect Wedding
Cake Experience
1. Begin your cake journey early, ideally
a year in advance.
2. Savor the tasting, choosing flavors and
fillings that resonate with your palates.
3. Be clear about your budget and
explore options that align with it.

ALLIE NICHOLS

4. Plan for cake preservation if you intend
to savor memories on your first anniversary.

5. Above all, Hedgepeth insists, “Do
what you want to do! Don't let others
influence you. It’s your big day and you
should get what you want!”

Taste the Love

The tasting is a pivotal experience where
you'll be presented with a selection of flavors
to try—typically you can expect three cake
types and icings, along with two fillings. This
is where your senses lead the way.

“Cake tastings are a great way to get
to know the baker and find what you love
most,” elaborated Hedgepeth. “You also go
over all the details for the day of, plus design

your dream cake.”

Preserving Traditions
Don't forget the top tier tradition! A
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piece of cake might seem like a simple
tradition, but it’s an emblem of your first
shared moments as a married couple.

“The trick to keeping your anniversary tier
as fresh as possible is correct sealing,” explained
Hedgepeth. She recommends wrapping the
cake in plastic wrap three times and then
storing it in a ziplock bag to ensure that when
you celebrate your first year together, it tastes
as sweet as the day you said I do.’

Bringing Your Day Full Circle

Whether it’s savoring the rich flavors
of a carefully crafted menu or indulging
in the delicate layers of a custom-designed
cake, your wedding day is an anthology of
moments that should be distinctly yours.
Let the catering nourish your guests and the
cake commemorate your shared sweetness,
each element reflecting the essence of your

journey together.

PAMELA JAHNKE






Baby Knows Best.

Your child deserves
the best ... and
that’'s what you can
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO

Preserving your
lifelong memories

STORY BY CLARK CURTIS

HANA KAELYNN

hop around is the best advice when N
selecting a photographer to capture
those cherished memories on your
wedding day. And the sooner the
better. Booking a photographer
should be done no less than nine to twelve
months out from the wedding, and even
longer in some cases, depending on the
month. “Try not to make rash decisions when
selecting a photographer,” said Will Greene
of The Greenes Photography. “Sit down and
meet with any number of photographers and
check out their portfolios. You may have a
certain style that you are looking for so make
sure what they do is the right fit for you.”
“Be sure to look at their editing styles
and how they shoot, as it will give you
a good idea of what they have to offer
and what your wedding may look like,”
added Haley Braddy of Haley Braddy
Photography. “It is all about building a
relationship and working with someone
you feel comfortable with.”
Photographers will often have a
standard list of shots that they will take,
but couples need to make sure to let them
know if there is any specific one they are
looking for. And don't be shy to show the
photographer examples of things you may
have seen that caught your attention. Also
if the bride and groom have any pictures
they really like from their engagement, they
are urged to share those as well. Making
sure everyone is on the same page at the
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onset will help to ensure the results the
couples are looking for.

Making a family photo list will also
pay big dividends come wedding day.
“We emphasize that the couple come
up with as detailed a family photo list
as possible,” said Greene. “The more we
know in advance the smoother things
will go overall. It is important for the
photographer to know where photos
of the entire family will be taken and
what time. It is also important for family
members to know in advance where they
need to be. That way we can have a specific
day-of checklist and can cross the items
off as we go. The last thing the bride and
groom need to be thinking about on their
day is making sure folks know where they
need to be and on time. Proper planning

ALLIE NICHOLS

with their chosen photographer and the

wedding planner, will certainly make
for less of those anticipated anxious
moments.”

Another recommendation for the bride
and groom is to keep their expectations in
check. “Couples need to understand that
despite the best planning and preparations,
things don’t always turn out as expected,”
said Braddy. “That’s just the nature of
things. Circumstances of the day can often
keep that “perfect” shot from happening,
so it is good to keep that in mind.”

Another thing to consider is having a
definitive budget. It will be very helpful
in determining exactly what can and can
not be done.

And if it is an outdoor wedding, have
a rain plan. “Couples need to have a rain
plan already figured out,”’said Greene.
“Trying to figure out plan B when the
clouds open up is not the time to be
doing that. It is all very doable, it just takes
proper planning and coordination.”

At the end of the day Braddy tells
couples, “just remember it is your day and
do whatever you want to do. It doesn’t
matter what they might have seen or what
might be in style this year. And finally I
tell them not to worry about what others

HANA KAELYNN

may think.”
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ON A BUDGET

Navigating nuptials
oh a budget

lanning a wedding can be
as much about managing
a budget as it is about
managing expectations. But
with the right strategies and
insights, you can unveil the celebration
you've imagined without breaking the
bank. Here are essential tips and tricks for
keeping your wedding expenses in check.

Don't assume you know the price
of services. Before you start envisioning
your day down to the last petal, get
an idea of what things cost. Request
quotes from multiple vendors early to
avoid budgetary surprises and to better
understand where you can afford to
splurge and where you can scale back.
This proactive step prevents budgetary
surprises down the line and ensures
you can make informed decisions about
where to allocate your funds.

"Get a true lay of the land financially
before making any big decisions," advised
Crystal Moore, the owner of The Penny
Pincher Planner. Moore specializes in
helping couples maximize their budget
throughout the planning process.

Identify what matters most to you
and your partner. Determine what
elements of your wedding are most
important to you. If the dance floor is
where you want to shine, prioritize a
reputable DJ or band. For aspects that
aren't as important, it's okay to seek out

cost-effective alternatives or even do

STORY BY ELLEN BRABO

without them altogether.

“If you are on a strict budget for your
cake, I would opt for a smaller cake with
cupcakes,” shared Grace Hedgepeth, the
owner of Sugar Plum Baking Company
in Greenville, North Carolina. “It cuts
the price down and you still get to have

”

cake

DIY: Do It Wisely
While DIY options can be cost-

effective, Moore warns against

projects that could become
overwhelming. Choose DIY tasks
that can be completed well in
advance to avoid last-minute stress.

It’s often the little things that add
up. The devil is in the details — or in this
case, the dollars. From bridal portraits
and frames to cake stands and toppers,
the accumulation of these “small”
expenses can silently inflate your budget.
Consider decor rentals or borrowing
items from friends or family to keep
these costs under control.

Your venue choice can significantly
affect your budget. Don't be lured by
the sticker price alone; consider what's
included and what you'll need to source
externally. Use a spreadsheet to tally all
associated costs and compare venues on
a like-for-like basis.

"Don't set your wedding date until
you've budgeted," said Moore.
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Save The Dates — Pro Tip:
When ordering save-the-dates
and invitations, remember you're
sending them per household,

not per individual. This common
oversight can lead to over-ordering

— and overspending. Moore
recommends delaying this step
until you've secured quotes and
have a realistic grasp of your overall
budget. This approach helps avoid

prematur e commitments.

Consider hiring a wedding planner.
They often provide organizational tools
and insights that can help you stay on
budget. Planners are adept at advising on
cost-saving measures that you might not
have considered. A good planner can not
only help you avoid common pitfalls but
also provide valuable tools, like budgeting
software and stationery guides, that will
save you money in the long run.

"Planning within your means doesn't
mean compromising on quality—it
means investing in the right places and
making savvy choices that align with
your vision," emphasized Moore.

Effective wedding budgeting isn't
about slashing costs haphazardly but
making strategic decisions that align your
financial reality with your wedding day
dreams. Remember, a beautiful wedding
is not about how much you spend, but
how wisely you allocate your resources to
create a day that reflects your love story.




Making it official

It may not be at the top of your wedding
day plans, but don’t forget about the
marriage license. So make sure to have

it on your checklist of things to get taken
care of. “Couples will need to come to
the Register of Deeds office Monday thru
Friday between 8:00 am and 3:30 pm

to fill out the application,” said Carolyn
Garris, Beaufort County register of deeds.
“They will need a driver’s license and
social security card as forms of ID. If they
don’t have a social security card, a W-2 or
tax return with their full social will suffice.
The application must then be signed by
the applicants and the register or deputy
register of deeds. The cost is $60.”

Once issued the license is valid for 60
days. It will then need to be completed by
the person performing or officiating the
wedding.

This will include:

+ Date of the marriage

* Place (city, town, township, county)

» Signature of the officiate

« Title of the officiant

* Printed or typed name of the officiate
+ Address of the officiate

Both copies of the license must also be
signed by two witnesses the day of the
wedding.

This includes:

+ Their printed or typed names below their
signatures

* Printed or typed addresses.

“Make sure that you or someone you
thoroughly trust remembers to bring
copies of the license to the wedding,” said
Garris. “If not, you run the risk of having
to track down the witnesses to get their
sighatures and some of them may live out
of town. So my advice, don’t forget the
license.”

Both completed and signed copies of the
marriage licenses must be returned to the
Register of Deeds office by the officiant. A
certified copy of the license will be made
available at the Register of Deeds office
for $10. It will not be automatically mailed
to the couple.

HALEY BRADDY
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restaurant in 2022, 2023! ez HARTFORD  nswance Compan

252-940-0845

126 W. Main St., Washington
NC 27889

245 West Main Streer, WasHingToN, NC 27889

HOME-BUSINESS-AUTO-LIFE-FLOOD-BOAT-BONDS f
252-946-6114 * Fax: 252-946-9474 | www.sloanagency.com

NEW LOCATION
2000 W 15th S,

MEDICARE
LIFE & HEALTH M_
PERSONAL  MORRIS INSURANCE AGENCY Washington NC 27889

Exceeding our chents' expectations

Established 1993

COMMERCIAL 252-946-6151

3 o

WE MANAGE YOUR RISK SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO {C@wm

50 « WASHINGTON THE MAGAZINE | WEDDING GUIDE 2025/2026




Successful placements
In an environment of excellence, ranging from:

Administrative ¢ Accounting
Office Management ¢ Sales ¢ Engineers
Industrial « Manufacturing

Henderson e Rocky Mount e Aberdeen e Greenville ® Washington ¢ New Bern e Smithfield e Tarboro e Wilson e Raleigh e Kinston

Serving Eastern NC for over 20 years
www.executivepersonnelgroup.com
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AVA FORMALS WASHINGTON

AVA Formals of Washington, NC is your all inclusive wedding Formal Wear Store,
with over 18 years of experience. We have a wide array of Wedding Gowns and Accessories,
Bridesmaid Dresses, Flower Girl Dresses, Mother of the Bride and Groom Dresses,
Tuxedo & Suit Rentals, Prom and Cocktail Dresses, and more. Our trained staff will provide
you with everything you need to make your special day the best day of your life.

AVA Formals also offers alterations, cleaning and steaming
wedding gowns, wedding dress preservation, and so much more!

Guaranteed lowest prices in the area, start your forever with us.

v ‘ / - ! ] ".\'v f{ *
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Hours: Monday - Friday 1lam-6pm ¢ Saturday 10am-4pm
No appointment necessary Monday - Saturday, Sunday is by appointment only

614 W. 15th Street, Washington, NC 27889
252-946-0889
avaformalswashington.com « avaformals@gmail.com
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