unexpected mid-atlantic

Beholding the Fort
Visitors to Fort Delaware State Park travel back to 1864 and the Civil War.
THE UNION SOLDIERS HAVE JUST FIRED THEIR
MUSKETS, and the sulfurous smell of gun smoke
hangs in the air. I can hear the sharp banging of the
blacksmith’s tools from inside his shop as I ascend the
spiral staircase two flights to the top of the fort for a
glimpse of the mustard-colored POW barracks on the
other side of a moat filled with muddy water.
When the ferry Delafort had left Delaware City,
Delaware, the year was 2017. But after journeying
just a half-mile across the Delaware River, we
passengers had arrived 153 years in the past, in the
summer of 1864, a time when Pea Patch Island was
home to about 8,000 Confederate prisoners of war, in
PHOTO BY APRIL ABEL/DELAWARE STATE PARKS

addition to some 300 Union infantry who guarded them
and another 800 artillery who lived inside the small,
pentagon-shaped granite-and-brick-fortress known
as Fort Delaware. Hundreds of civilians also lived on

WHAT: Fort Delaware
State Park
WHERE: Ferry ticket office,
45 Clinton Street,
Delaware City, Delaware
WHEN: Through September 4,
Wednesdays through Fridays,
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.;
after September 4, Saturdays
and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. through September 30.
Ticket office opens 30 minutes
before the first ferry leaves
and closes 30 minutes after
the last ferry returns. Evening
paranormal adventures are
held in October; see the
website or call the park office
for information. The fort is
then closed to tours until
reopening the following year
on the last weekend of April.

Pea Patch Island, all working to support the fort and its
day-to-day functioning. There’s even record of a hotel
and cookhouse here during the war, staffed by a
Mrs. Patterson.
This iteration of Fort Delaware (a short-lived earlier
fort burned down in 1831) opened in 1859 as an
artillery post, and it saw use as recently as World War
II, when a gun battery was manned for a few weeks
after Pearl Harbor. Even then, the fort was obsolete,
and it was abandoned in 1944. By the early 1960s, the
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HOW MUCH: Adults $12,
military and those age 62 and
up $11, children age 2–12 $7,
free under age 2.

inhabiting this tiny island, but the costumed historical
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
302/834-7941 or
destateparks.com/park/
fort-delaware/index.asp
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