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February 1st, 2026, 
Jackson Hole Planning Commission 
Regarding: String Lighting Ordinance Proposal 5.3.1.B.

Dear Members of the Town Planning Commission,
On behalf of the Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed String Lighting Ordinance. We simply cannot connect the dots on how an ordinance such as this has garnered such disproportionate focus and importance for our community. After a comprehensive review by our committees and governing body of this organization totaling 37 businesses and 17 of chamber board members, we unanimously agree on several key points that underscore our concerns:
· Comprehensive Plan Impact: As designated the heart of Teton County, the Town of Jackson should prioritize economic viability. The darkening of our main Community Center does not support this goal.
· Safety and Perception: Many visitors to our area come from densely populated regions. Areas lacking ambient lighting can create a perception of danger. The soft string lighting that our businesses use in the evenings enhances the welcoming atmosphere of our alpine community. This approach has been successful, providing a balance between ambiance and safety for residents and visitors alike.
· Business Viability: Light is associated with openness of business areas, while darkness often signifies closing. The timing of this ordinance raises concern as businesses typically rely on ambient lighting during peak hours when they are most needed. We believe that fostering a vibrant business environment is essential for our community's vibrancy, and we urge the commission to reconsider the proposal.
· Dark Sky Designation: The Town and County have already been certified as meeting dark sky designation standards. This proposed ordinance does not contribute to advancing that initiative and raises questions highlighted in various staff reports regarding its necessity. 97% of Teton County is protected by federal and public lands, which are embraced at all levels by our members. The small areas of this county that we have available to run the businesses that employ people and provide the financial support that run the engine of this community should not be compromised on ordinances that stipulate unnecessary rules and regulations that have questionable intent and reasoning.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. We respectfully request that the Planning Commission withdraw or defeat the String Lighting Ordinance to ensure thriving and inviting Jackson Hole for everyone.
Sincerely,

Rick Howe 
President/CEO 
Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce
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