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SECTION A

MARKETING PROGRAM NOTICE

MARKETING PROGRAM NOTICE
PURSUANT TO ACT 59 OF THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC ACTS OF 1984 (THE “ACT”), THE BOYNE COUNTRY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, INC (THE “BUREAU”), A PRIVATE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION, HEREBY GIVES NOTICE TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE THAT THE BUREAU PROPOSES THE CREATION OF A MARKETING PROGRAM (THE “PROGRAM”), AS DEFINED IN THE ACT.

SECTION B

GENERAL MARKETING GOALS

GENERAL MARKETING GOALS

CREATE AND IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS TO ACCOMPLISH SEVERAL GOALS; INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:

1. IMPROVE AREA-WIDE OCCUPANCY LEVELS EACH MONTH, IN ORDER TO STABILIZE THE TOURISM INDUSTRY IN THE AREA.

2. CREATE GREATER AWARENESS AND IMPACT OF THE AREA AS A TOTAL DESTINATION RESORT.

3. GENERATE PROMOTIONS AND PROGRAMS TO SUIT A VARIETY OF VISITOR INTERESTS AND TRAVEL BUDGETS.

4. INCREASE THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS STAYED BY VISITORS.

5. INCREASE THE NUMBER OF VISITORS TO THE AREA.

6. INCREASE THE PER CAPITA SPENDING PER VISITOR.

7. INCREASE THE TRAVEL GENERATED EXPENDITURES IN THE AREA.

8. INCREASE TRAVEL GENERATED PERSONAL INCOME IN THE AREA.

9. INCREASE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF JOBS GENERATED BY TRAVEL AS WELL AS THE PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT.

10. LINK TOGETHER ALL VISITOR ORIENTED INTERESTS OF THE AREA.

11. DETERMINE PROGRAM PRIORITIES FOR BUDGET CONSIDERATION.

12. PERMIT BUREAU STAFF TO SERVE ON PLANNING COMMITTEES FOR SPECIAL VISITOR PROGRAMS WITH AREA ORGANIZATIONS, BUT NOT TO BECOME RESPONSIBLE FOR PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION.

13. PERMIT USE OF BUREAU FUNDS PRIMARILY FOR PROMOTIONAL, MARKETING, ADVERTISING, PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES TO ACCOMPLISH ABOVE GENERAL GOALS.

SPECIFIC VISITOR MARKETING GOALS

1. GENERATE INQUIRIES ABOUT THE AREA.

2. INCREASE AWARENESS OF THE DESTINATION BEFORE TRAVEL DESTINATION DECISIONS ARE MADE WITHIN AND OUT OF STATE KEY MARKET AREAS.
3. ASSIST IN PLANNING AND PROMOTING NEW TRAVEL PRODUCTS.

4. PROVIDE ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONAL ASSISTANCE TO EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES WHICH SERVE TO ATTRACT VISITORS TO THE AREA.

5. COORDINATE PROMOTIONS WITH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS WEST MICHIGAN TOURIST ASSOCIATION, CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AND THE MICHIGAN TRAVEL BUREAU TO INCREASE MARKET IMPACT AND AVOID DUPLICATION.

6. IDENTIFY SPECIAL INTEREST VISITOR GROUPS AND PROMOTE THE AREA TO THEM.

7. INCREASE AWARENESS OF ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, FACILITIES AND EVENTS AFTER VISITORS HAVE ARRIVED IN THE AREA.

8. ENGAGE THE SERVICES OF CONSULTANTS AND AGENCIES TO CREATE AND PLACE ADS AND DEVELOP RELATED PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL TO MARKET THE TRAVEL PRODUCTS AND DESTINATION RESORT AREA.

9. EMPLOY OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOP PROGRAMS AND PROVIDE MARKET RESEARCH EVALUATION.

10. ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN EFFECTIVE PRESS RELATIONS ACTIVITY.

11. CREATE AND INVENTORY A LIBRARY OF EXISTING ART WORK, PHOTOS, FILMS AND OTHER MATERIALS FOR ADVERTISING AND PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES.

SPECIFIC VISITOR SERVICING GOALS

1. PROVIDE AN INFORMATION SERVICE SYSTEM FOR ASSISTANCE WITH ACCOMMODATIONS, ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA.
2. PUBLISH MATERIALS AND LITERATURE INCLUDING AN AREA NEWSLETTER AND CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3. MAINTAIN A LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION SERVICE FOR VISITOR INQUIRIES THROUGH THE HIGHWAY INFORMATION CENTERS; MICHIGAN TRAVEL BUREAU; AAA OFFICES; TOUR OPERATORS; TRAVEL AGENTS AND OTHERS.

4. DEVELOP FAMILIARIZATION PROGRAMS FOR TOUR OPERATORS AND TRAVEL AGENTS.

5. DEVELOP PROGRAMS TO RECRUIT SPECIAL INTEREST VISITOR GROUPS.

6. ATTEND SPECIAL INTEREST SHOWS TO GENERATE VISITOR INTEREST.

7. ESTABLISH CONTACTS AND ACQUAINT TRAVEL WRITERS WITH THE AREA.

AFTER VISITORS HAVE ARRIVED IN THE AREA

1. OCCUPY A HIGHLY VISIBLE, WELL LOCATED VISITOR RECEPTION INFO CENTER.
2 ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIALLY PACKAGED TOURS OF PLACES WITH VISITOR ATTRACTIONS.

3.  ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW AND IMPROVED   TRAVEL PRODUCTS.

4. PROVIDE AN INFORMATION SYSTEM ON ACCOMMODATIONS, ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS.

SPECIFIC CONVENTION SERVICING GOALS

1. DISTRIBUTE BROCHURES ON ENTERTAINMENT, RECREATION, RESTAURANTS      
AND TOURS TO ASSIST AREA-WIDE CONVENTION DELEGATES.

2. PROVIDE HOUSING BUREAU FUNCTIONS, REGISTRATION SERVICES, TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION FOR INCOMING CONVENTION GROUPS INVOLVING THREE OR MORE PROPERTIES.

3. MAINTAIN OPEN COMMUNICATION WITH BUSINESSES.

4. SERVE AS A LIAISON BETWEEN INCOMING CONVENTIONS AND AREA BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY THE CONVENTION

5. DEVELOP A STRONG RAPPORT WITH CORPORATIONS DEALING IN THE INCENTIVE TRAVEL MARKET.


6. DEVELOP AUDIO/VISUAL PRESENTATIONS FOR USE IN SOLICITING CONVENTION GROUPS.

7. DEVELOP A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH INCOMING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES.

8. SERVE AS A CATALYST AND UMBRELLA FOR COOPERATIVE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS.

9. DEVELOP PRE AND POST CONVENTION TOURS IN CONJUNCTION WITH NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS HELD ELSEWHERE IN THE STATE.

10. INTRODUCE PROSPECTIVE CONVENTION AND MEETING PLANNERS TO THE BOYNE COUNTRY AREA THROUGH DIRECT SALES LEADS AND ONGOING FAMILIARIZATION TOURS OF THE AREA.
11. INCREASE PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN CONTACTS WITH STATE, REGIONAL, OR NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, THROUGH LOCAL CONTACTS.

12. DESIGN A HIGH QUALITY PUBLICATION GEARED TOWARD MEETING PLANNERS AND COVERING THE PROPERTIES AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE IN THE AREA.

13. ESTABLISH A SALES FORCE TO GATHER LEADS.
SECTION C

EXPLANATION OF THE ASSESSMENT

EXPLANATION OF THE CONVENTION AND TOURISM

MARKETING ACT BEING CREATED BY THE BUREAU

1. A COPY OF THE COMPLETE CONVENTION AND TOURISM MARKETING ACT (THE “ACT”) IS IN THIS BOOKLET. YOU SHOULD READ THE ENTIRE ACT TO UNDERSTAND ALL OF ITS PROVISIONS. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE ACT AS PREPARED BY THE BUREAU.

2. THE ACT PERMITS A NONPROFIT CORPORATION SUCH AS THE BUREAU TO CREATE A MARKETING PROGRAM (THE “PROGRAM”) AND CAUSE AN ASSESSMENT OF UP TO 2% OF THE ROOM CHARGES TO BE COLLECTED FROM OWNERS OF TRANSIENT FACILITIES WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT TO PAY FOR THE COST OF THE PROGRAM. A TRANSIENT FACILITY IS DEFINED IN THE ACT AS A “BUILDING WHICH CONTAINS TEN OR MORE ROOMS USED IN THE BUSINESS OF PROVIDING DWELLING, LODGING, OR SLEEPING TO TRANSIENT GUESTS, WHETHER OR NOT MEMBERSHIP IS REQUIRED FOR THE USE OF THE ROOMS”. HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES ARE SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED. THE PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED BY THE BUREAU TO DEVELOP, ENCOURAGE, SOLICIT AND PROMOTE CONVENTION AND TOURISM BUSINESS WITHIN THIS STATE OR THAT PORTION OF THIS STATE WITHIN WHICH THE BUREAU OPERATES.
3. IF THE ASSESSMENT BECOMES EFFECTIVE AS PROPOSED BY THE BUREAU, ALL OWNERS OF TRANSIENT FACILITIES (AS DEFINED ABOVE) LOCATED WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT WILL BE LIABLE FOR PAYMENT OF THE ASSESSMENT, WHETHER THEY VOTE FOR OR AGAINST THE ASSESSMENT IN THE REFERENDUM DESCRIBED IN SECTIONS 4 & 5 BELOW.

4. THE ASSESSMENT IS A CHARGE AGAINST AN OWNER OF A TRANSIENT FACILITY WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT, COMPUTED AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE AGGREGATE ROOM CHARGES OF THAT TRANSIENT FACILITY. THE ACT ALLOWS THE BUREAU TO SPECIFY THE AMOUNT OF THE ASSESSMENT PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED, UP TO THE STATUTORY MAXIMUM OF 2% OF THE ROOM CHARGES. THE BUREAU NOW PROPOSES TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT OF 2% OF ROOM CHARGES IMPOSED BY OWNERS OF TRANSIENT FACILITIES IN MUNICIPALITIES LOCATED IN PART OF EMMET COUNTY AND LOCATED IN PART OF CHARLEVOIX COUNTY (THE “ASSESSMENT DISTRICT”). THE ASSESSMENT APPLIES ONLY TO THE ROOM CHARGE, AND DOES NOT APPLY TO CHARGES TO FOOD, BEVERAGE, STATE USE TAX, TELEPHONE SERVICE OR ANY OTHER SERVICES.
5. A TRANSIENT FACILITY MAY REIMBURSE ITSELF FOR THE ASSESSMENT BY ADDING THE ASSESSMENT AMOUNT TO THE ROOM CHARGES PAID BY ITS TRANSIENT GUESTS, PROVIDED IT DISCLOSES THAT IT HAS DONE SO ON THE BILL PRESENTED TO THE GUEST. THUS, FOR EXAMPLE, A TRANSIENT FACILITY WHICH CHARGES $25.00 TO A GUEST WILL BE OBLIGED TO PAY AN ASSESSMENT OF $.50 TO THE BUREAU WITH RESPECT TO THAT CHARGE. THE TRANSIENT FACILITY MAY ADD THAT $.50 TO THE GUEST’S BILL, PROVIDED IT DISCLOSES THAT IT HAS DONE SO ON THE BILL GIVEN TO THE GUEST.
BYLAWS

of the
BOYNE COUNTRY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, INC

ARTICLE I – NAME


THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE THE “BOYNE COUNTRY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU”, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE “BUREAU”.
ARTICLE II – INCORPORATION


THE BUREAU SHALL BE INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN.
ARTICLE III – PURPOSE


THE BUREAU SHALL BE A CIVIC ORGANIZATION WITH THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING CONVENTION, TRADE SHOW, MEETING AND TOURISM BUSINESS IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN AND TO EXTEND ASSISTANCE AND SPECIFIC SERVICES TO SUCH BUSINESS AS TO AID IN THE SUCCESS OF THEIR ACTIVITY AND WELL-BEING.

ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION & VOTING

A)  BUSINESSES SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT IS COMPRISED OF LODGING FACILITIES WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COMMUNITY CONVENTION AND TOURISM MARKETING ACT, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO THE “ASSESSMENT” AND THE “ACT”.
B) BUSINESSES SUBJET TO THE ASSESSMENT SHALL BE ACCEPTED INTO MEMBERSHIP WITHOUT BOARD ACTION UPON ADHERENCE TO THE STANDARDS OF MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING IN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE BUREAU.
C) LODGING BUSINESSES NOT SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT, BUT OTHERWISE COMPLYING WITH THE ACT, SHALL BE ACCEPTED INTO MEMBERSHIP BY BOARD APPROVAL OR BY APPROVAL OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT UPON FILING OF APPLICATION, PAYMENT OF DUES (IF ANY), AND ADHERENCE TO THE STANDARDS OF MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING SPECIFIED IN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS.
D) MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING, FURTHER DEFINED IN THE RULES & REGULATIONS, SHALL VOTE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU, ON THE BASIS OF ONE (1) VOTE PER MEMBER, AND SHALL QUALIFY FOR HOLDING OFFICE AND SERVING ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
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ARTICLE V – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

      SECTION 1 – COMPOSITION

MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING, AS DEFINED IN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE BUREAU, ARE ELIGIBLE TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THE BOARD SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE MEMBERS FOR TERMS OF OFFICE OF THREE (3) YEARS, AND SHALL BE COMPRISED AS FOLLOWS:

A) ONE (1) SEAT FOR EACH TRANSIENT FACILITY OWNER OR THEIR DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE FROM MAJOR FULL SERVICE FACILITIES SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT. THE TOTAL OF SUCH SEATS SHALL NOT EXCEED SEVEN (7). MAJOR FULL SERVICE FACILITIES ARE THOSE HAVING NINETY (90) OR MORE TRANSIENT ROOMS, AS DEFINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT, AND HAVING ON PREMSIES A MEETING ROOM AND RESTAURANT SERVICES LEASED OR OPERATED BY THE FACILITY. QUALIFICATION SHALL BE DETERMINED AS OF AND AT THE DATE OF APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.
B) FOR EACH MAJOR FULL SERVICE FACILITY SEAT THERE SHALL BE ONE (1) TRANSIENT FACILITY OWNER OR ITS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT FROM A FACILITY NOT QUALIFYING AS A MAJOR FULL SERVICE FACILITY. SHOULD IT BECOME NECESSARY TO DECREASE THE NUMBER OF BOARD SEATS QUALIFYING UNDER THIS CLASSIFICATION, SUCH REDUCTION SHALL OCCUR UPON THE EXPIRATION OF THIS CURRENT BOARD SEAT. 
BOARD SEAT VOTING WILL BE BASED ON ONE (1) VOTE PER MEMBER WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT WITHOUT REFERENCE TO SIZE OR MUNICIPALITY.

VACANCY ON THE BOARD, EXCEPT FOR THOSE QUALIFIED UNDER SECTION 1A OF THIS ARTICLE, SHALL BE FILLED BY A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING, FROM THE APPROPRIATE CATEGORY, UPON VOTE OF THE BOARD AT THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING.

NO COMPANY, FIRM OR CORPORATION SHALL BE REPRESENTED BY MORE THAN ONE (1) MEMBER ON THE BOARD, EXCEPT FOR TWO (2) AFFILIATED COMPANIES: BOYNE HIGHLANDS COMPANY, INC AND BOYNE MOUNTAIN LODGE, INC, BOTH MICHIGAN CORPORATIONS DOING BUSINESS AS BOYNE USA, EACH OF WHICH SHALL BE ENTITLED TO A PERMANENT SEAT ON THE BOARD AS LONG AS EACH EXISTS.
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT (HEREIN AS SYNONYMOUS TITLES) SHALL BE AN EX-OFFICIO OF THE BOARD, WITHOUT VOTE. THE BOARD MAY, AT ITS DISCRETION, EXTEND SIMILAR STATUS TO EACH OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF THE AREA CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE LOCATED WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT, OR THEIR RESPECTIVE REPRESENTATIVES.
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      SECTION 2 – DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A) BOARD MEMBERS SHALL SERVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND SUBJECT TO THESE BYLAWS AND RULES AND REGULATIONS AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REMOVAL FROM OFFICE UPON A VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE BOARD MEMBERS, IN THE EVENT THAT THEY ARE ABSENT FROM MORE THAN ONE-HALF (1/2) OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS WITHIN A FISCAL YEAR, OR FAIL TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS OF MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING.
B) THE BOARD SHALL DETERMINE ALL POLICIES UNDER WHICH THE BUREAU IS TO OPERATE AND SHALL HAVE THE GENERAL CHARGE, SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OF THE AFFAIRS, STAFF, FUNDS AND PROPERTY OF THE BUREAU.

      SECTION 3 – MEETINGS

A) THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL HOLD ITS ANNUAL MEETING IN OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER AND SHALL MEET THEREAFTER QUARTERLY OR MORE FREQUENTLY AS IT MAY ITSELF DETERMINE. SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE BOARD MAY BE CALLED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND SHALL BE HELD ON THE REQUEST OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OR ON THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF SIX (6) OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.

B) NOTICE OF ALL MEETINGS SHALL BE MAILED TO EACH DIRECTOR AT LEAST ONE (1) WEEK PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE MEETING. ONE HALF (1/2) OF THE DIRECTORS THEN IN OFFICE SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM AT ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL MEETING.

ARTICLE VI – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
A) THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING:

· THE ELECTED OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU

· THE IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

· TWO (2) MEMBERS OF THE BOARD NOT INCLUDED ABOVE ELECTED BY THE BOARD

B) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT SHALL BE AN EX-OFFICIO MEMBER OF THE EXCUTIVE COMMITTEE WITHOUT VOTE.

C) THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL HAVE THE DIRECT AND IMMEDIATE CHARGE AND SUPERVISION OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU. IT SHALL ACT FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS BETWEEN MEETINGS, WITHIN SUCH GENERAL POLICIES AS THE BOARD MAY ESTABLISH AND WITHIN SUCH LIMITATIONS AS THE BOARD MAY PLACE ON ITS ACTIVITY. ALL ACTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE BOARD ON A TIMELY BASIS AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE BOARD.

BCCVB BYLAWS

Page 4

D) THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL MEET NOT LESS THAN SIX (6) TIMES EACH YEAR, AT SUCH TIME AND PLACE AS IT MAY ITSELF DETERMINE. SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY BE HELD ON THE CALL OF THE CHAIRMAN OR, IN HIS/HER ABSENCE, BY THE REQUEST OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT.

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS

A) THE OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE:

· CHAIRMAN

· VICE-CHAIRMAN

· SECRETARY

· TREASURER

B) THE OFFICERS SHALL BE ELECTED BY AND FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE TERM OF THE FISCAL YEAR OR UNTIL HIS/HER SUCCESSOR IS ELECTED. NO MEMBER SHALL HOLD THE SAME OFFICE FOR MORE THAN TWO (2) CONSECUTIVE YEARS WITHOUT A MINIMUM OF ONE (1) YEAR’S ABSENCE FROM THAT OFFICE.

C) DUTIES:
· CHAIRMAN – SHALL PRESIDE AT ALL MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP, THE BOARD AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, APPOINT SUCH COMMITTEES AS MAY BE REQUIRED, SIGN CONTRACTS AND INSTRUMENTS OF THE BUREAU AS AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD AND PERFORM SUCH DUTIES AS MAY BE SPECIFIED IN THESE BYLAWS OR AS THE BOARD MAY ASSIGN HIM/HER.
· VICE-CHAIRMAN – SHALL SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND PERFORM SUCH DUTIES AS THE BOARD OR THE CHAIRMAN MAY ASSIGN HIM/HER. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CHAIRMAN, HE/SHE ON THE REQUEST OF THE CHAIRMAN, OR IN THE LACK OF SUCH REQUEST, BY THE VOTE OF THOSE PRESENT, SHALL PRESIDE AT THE MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP, THE BOARD AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

· SECRETARY – SHALL SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND PERFORM SUCH DUTIES AS THE BOARD OR THE CHAIRMAN MAY ASSIGN HIM/HER. IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, HE/SHE SHALL ACT IN THE CAPACITY OF THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, PRESIDING AT MEETINGS IN THE SAME MANNER AS SPECIFIED FOR THE VICE-CHAIRMAN. THE SECRETARY SHALL BE THE PARLIAMENTARIAN AT ALL MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP.
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· TREASURER – SHALL SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND HAVE GENERAL SUPERVISION OF THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU. HE/SHE SHALL HAVE CUSTODY OF THE FUNDS OF THE BUREAU AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR SAFEKEEPING AND DISBURSEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROCEDURES HEREIN PROVIDED OR AS AUTHORIZED OR INSTRUCTED BY THE BOARD. HE/SHE SHALL HAVE IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO THE FINANCIAL RECORDS AND ACCOUNTS OF THE BUREAU OR ANY INFORMATION WITH REGARD TO THEM THAT HE/SHE MAY REQUEST. HE/SHE SHALL RENDER OR REQUIRE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT TO RENDER A TRUE STATEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BUREAU TO EACH MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OR WHENEVER REQUESTED TO DO SO BY THE BOARD OR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
D) IN THE EVENT A VACANCY OCCURS IN ANY OFFICE, IT SHALL BE FILLED BY A BOARD MEMBER BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE BOARD AT ITS NEXT MEETING FOLLOWING SUCH OCCURANCE.

ARTICLE VIII – MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
A MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP, CALLED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, SHALL BE HELD ANNUALLY. SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP MAY BE CALLED BY THE BOARD OR SHALL BE CALLED ON WRITTEN REQUEST OF AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING.

· NOTICE OF THE TIME AND PLACE OF ALL MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE MAILED TO EACH MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING NOT LESS THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS PRIOR THERETO. FIFTEEN (15) MEMBERS SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM.

· IF A QUORUM IS PRESENT AT SUCH SPECIAL MEETING AND A PROPOSAL OR OTHER MATTER TO VOTE UPON IS SPECIFIED IN THE WRITTEN REQUEST FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING, THEN THE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE AT SUCH SPECIAL MEETING SHALL BE ENTITLED TO APPROVE ANY SUCH PROPOSAL OR OTHER MATTER BY A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) MAJORITY AND THE REMAINING MEMBERS SHALL BE BOUND THEREBY.

· NO PROPOSAL OR OTHER MATTER SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A VOTE AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS UNLESS SUCH PROPOSAL OR MATTER WAS FIRST PROPOSED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND REJECTED BY A MAJORITY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

· ANY PROPOSAL OR OTHER MATTER VOTED UPON AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS WHICH IS DEFEATED SHALL NOT BE VOTED UPON AT A SUBSEQUENT SPECIAL MEETING FOR A TWELVE (12) MONTH PERIOD.

· THE DISSOLUTION OF THE ORGANIZATION, THE COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND VOTING RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL NOT BE SUBJECTS OF A PROPOSAL OR MATTERS TO BE VOTED ON AT A SPECIAL MEETING AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED UNDER THIS ARTICLE VIII.
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ARTICLE IX – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT AND STAFF

      SECTION 1 – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT

SHALL BE THE PRINCIPAL PAID EXECUTIVE OF THE BUREAU AND BE EMPLOYED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ON SUCH TERMS AND FOR SUCH COMPENSATION AS THE BOARD MAY DETERMINE. HE/SHE SHALL HAVE COMPLETE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION OF THE BUREAU IN THE PURSUIT OF ITS PURPOSES, THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE EMPLOYED STAFF OF THE BUREAU AND THE GENERAL MANAGEMENT OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU UNDER GENERAL AUTHORITY DELEGATED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND SHALL PERFORM SUCH ADDITIONAL DUTIES AS THE BOARD OR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY, FROM TIME TO TIME, ASSIGN. HE/SHE MAY SIGN CONTRACTS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS OF THE BUREAU, WHEN AUTHORIZED TO DO SO BY THE BOARD.
HE/SHE SHALL KEEP THE ACCOUNTS OF THE BUREAU AND RENDER A STATEMENT THEREOF ON THE REQUEST OF THE BOARD, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OR TREASURER. HE/SHE SHALL KEEP THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP, BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. CONDUCT THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BOARD AND GIVE NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP, THE BOARD AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

      SECTION 2 –PERSONNEL

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, SHALL EMPLOY SUCH PERSONNEL AS MAY BE REQUIRED TO CONDUCT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU. ALL EMPLOYEES OF THE BUREAU, INCLUDING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT SHALL, AT THE BUREAU’S EXPENSE, BE PLACED UNDER SUCH BOND AS THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL DETERMINE.

ARTICLE X – COMMITTEES

THE BUREAU CHAIRMAN SHALL APPOINT THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND THEIR CHAIRMAN AND SUCH OTHER COMMITTEES AS HE/SHE SHALL DEEM APPROPRIATE:

1) MARKETING COMMITTEE – SHALL CONSIST OF NOT LESS THAN FIVE (5) MEMBERS AND SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE (1) MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

2) ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE – SHALL CONSIST OF NOT LESS THAN THREE (3) BOARD MEMBERS AND SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE (1) MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

THE COMMITTEE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PERSONNEL MATTERS REGARDING PAID BUREAU STAFF MEMBERS AND TO COORDINATE SUCH OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU, INCLUDING THE FORMULATION OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACT AND THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS ASSOCIATED THEREWITH.                      
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3) FINANCE COMMITTEE – SHALL CONSIST OF THE TREASURER AND NOT LESS THAN TWO (2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. THE COMMITTEE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU, FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD FOR ITS SELECTION OF THE BUREAU’S TRUST DEPARTMENT AND CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT AND FOR REVIEW OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE BANKS, SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS AND CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT SELECTED BY THE BOARD.
THE BUREAU CHAIRMAN SHALL NOT SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF A STANDING COMMITTEE, EXCLUDING THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AND NO STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN MAY SERVE AS CHAIRMAN OF ANOTHER STANDING COMMITTEE.

ARTICLE XI – MISCELLANEOUS

SECTION 1 – THE FISCAL YEAR OF THE CORPORATION SHALL BEGIN OCTOBER 1 AND END SEPTEMBER 30 OF THE SUBSEQUENT YEAR.

SECTION 2 – ALL MEETINGS SHALL BE GOVERNED BY ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER WHERE THEY ARE APPLICABLE AND CONSISTENT WITH THESE BYLAWS.

SECTION 3 – OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE ELECTED AND MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED FROM AMONG THE DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BUREAU’S MEMBERS.

SECTION 4 – TERMS USED HEREIN, NOT OTHERWISE DEFINED, SHALL BE DEFINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT.

SECTION 5 – FUNDS OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE HANDLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS.
SECTION 6 – THE BOOKS AND ACCOUNTS OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE AUDITED EACH YEAR BY A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT. SUCH CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT SHALL BE THE SAME AS THAT APPOINTED BY THE BOARD TO FULFILL THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 5(2) OF THE ACT. SPECIAL AUDITS SHALL BE MADE ON THE ORDER OF THE BOARD. ANY SUCH AUDIT NEED NOT BE CERTIFIED UNLESS SO ORDERED BY THE BOARD IN ORDER TO QUALIFY THE ORGANIZATION FOR GRANTS OR FOR SUCH OTHER GOOD PURPOSE AS SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD AT ITS SOLE DISCRETION.

SECTION 7 – IN THE EVENT OF DISCONTINUANCE OF THE BUREAU, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 8 OF THE ACT, THE CHAIRMAN AND THE TREASURER OF THE BUREAU SHALL INSURE THE RETIREMENT OF ANY AND ALL OUTSTANDING LIABILITIES OF THE BUREAU AND THE REMAINING ASSETS SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO AN EXISTING ENTITY, OPERATING WITHIN THE GENERAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT, WHOSE MISSION AND GOALS ARE GENERALLY COMPATIBLE WITH THOSE OF THE BUREAUS AND WHO IS RECOGNIZED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF IRS CODE 501(C).
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ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENT

THESE BYLAWS MAY BE AMENDED AT ANY REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BUREAU ONLY BY ACTION INITIATED BY A THREE-FOURTHS (3/4) MAJORITY OF THE DIRECTORS THEN IN OFFICE AND SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE WHEN APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERSHIP PRESENT AT A SPECIAL MEETING CALLED FOR THE EXPRESSED PURPOSE OR IN COMBINATION WITH THE ANNUAL MEETING.

ARTICLE XIII – RULES AND REGULATIONS

THE BUREAU SHALL OPERATE UNDER THESE BYLAWS AND UNDER RULES AND REGULATIONS APPROVED BY THE FACILITIES PARTICIPATING IN THE REFERENDUM REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 3A (2) OF THE ACT. SUBSEQUENT TO SUCH APPROVAL THE RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL BE AMENDED ONLY BY A THREE-FOURTHS (3/4) VOTE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS THEN IN OFFICE.

ARTICLE XIV – INDEMNIFICATION

      SECTION 1 – THIRD PARTY ACTIONS

THE BUREAU SHALL INDEMNIFY ANY PERSON WHO WAS OR IS A PARTY TO ANY THREATENED, PENDING OR COMPLETED ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING, WHETHER CIVIL, CRIMINAL, ADMINISTRATIVE OR INVESTIGATIVE (OTHER THAN AN ACTION BY OR IN THE RIGHT OF THE BUREAU) BY REASON OF THE FACT THAT HE/SHE IS OR WAS A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER OF ANOTHER CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, PARTNERSHIP, JOINT VENTURE, TRUST, OR OTHER ENTERPRISE, AGAINST EXPENSES (INCLUDING ATTORNEY FEES) JUDGEMENT, FINES, AND AMOUNTS PAID IN SETTLEMENT ACTUALLY AND REASONABLY INCURRED BY HIM/HER IN CONNECTION WITH SUCH ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING, IF HE/SHE ACTED IN GOOD FAITH AND IN A MANNER HE/SHE REASONABLY BELIEVED TO BE IN OR NOT OPPOSED TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE BUREAU OR ITS MEMBERS AND WITH RESPECT TO ANY CRIMINAL ACTION OR PROCEEDING, HAD NO REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE HIS/HER CONDUCT WAS UNLAWFUL. THE TERMINATION OF ANY ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING BY JUDGEMENT, ORDER OR SETTLEMENT, CONVICTION, OR UPON A PLEA OF NOLO CONTENDRE OR ITS EQUIVALENT, SHALL NOT, OF ITSELF, CREATE A PRESUMPTION THAT THE PERSON DID NOT ACT IN GOOD FAITH AND IN A MANNER WHICH HE/SHE REASONABLY BELIEVED TO BE IN OR NOT OPPOSED TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE BUREAU OR ITS MEMBERS AND WITH RESPECT TO ANY CRIMINAL ACTION OR PROCEEDING, HAD REASONABLE CAUSE NOT TO BELIEVE THAT HIS/HER CONDUCT WAS UNLAWFUL.
BCCVB BYLAWS
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      Section 2 – ACTIONS IN THE RIGHT OF THE BUREAU
THE BUREAU SHALL INDEMNIFY ANY PERSON WHO WAS OR IS A PARTY TO OR IS THREATENED TO BE MADE A PARTY TO ANY THREATENED, PENDING OR COMPLETED ACTION OR SUIT BY OR IN THE RIGHT OF THE BUREAU TO PROCURE A JUDGEMENT IN ITS FAVOR BY REASON OF THE FACT THAT HE/SHE IS OR WAS A DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU, OR IS OR WAS SERVING AT THE REQUEST OF THE BUREAU AS A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER OF ANOTHER CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, PARTNERSHIP, JOINT VENTURE, TRUST OR OTHER ENTERPRISE, AGAINST EXPENSES (INCLUDING ATTORNEY FEES) ACTUALLY AND REASONABLY INCURRED BY HIM/HER IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEFENSE OR SETTLEMENT OF SUCH ACTION OR SUIT IF HE/SHE ACTED IN GOOD FAITH AND IN A MANNER HE/SHE REASONABLY BELIEVED TO BE IN OR NOT OPPOSED TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE BUREAU OR ITS MEMBERS AND EXCEPT THAT NO INDEMNIFICATION SHALL BE MADE IN RESPECT OF ANY CLAIM, ISSUE OR MATTER AS TO WHICH SUCH PERSON SHALL HAVE BEEN ADJUDGED TO BE LIABLE FOR NEGLIGENCE OR MISCONDUCT IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS/HER DUTY TO THE BUREAU UNLESS AND ONLY TO THE EXTENT THAT THE COURT IN WHICH SUCH ACTION OR SUIT WAS BROUGHT SHALL DETERMINE UPON APPLICATION THAT, DESPITE THE ADJUDICATION OF LIABILITY BUT IN VIEW OF ALL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CASE, SUCH PERSON IS FAIRLY AND REASONABLY ENTITLED TO INDEMNIFY FOR SUCH EXPENSES WHICH SUCH COURT SHALL DEEM PROPER.

      SECTION 3 – MANDITORY AND PERMISSIVE PAYMENTS

TO THE EXTENT THAT A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER OF THE BUREAU HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL ON THE MERITS OR OTHERWISE IN DEFENSE OF ANY ACTION, SUIT, OR PROCEEDING REFERRED TO IN SECTION 1 OR 2 OF THIS ARTICLE XIV, OR IN DEFENSE OF ANY CLAIM, ISSUE OR MATTER THEREIN, HE/SHE SHALL BE INDEMNIFIED AGAINST EXPENSES (INCLUDING ATTORNEY FEES) ACTUALLY AND REASONABLY INCURRED BY HIM/HER IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. ANY INDEMNIFICATION UNDER SECTION 1 OR 2 OF THIS ARTICLE XIV (UNLESS ORDERED BY A COURT) SHALL BE MADE BY THE BUREAU ONLY AS AUTHORIZED IN THE SPECIFIC CASE UPON A DETERMINATION THAT INDEMNIFICATION OF THE DIRECTOR OR OFFICER IS PROPER IN CIRCUMSTANCES BECAUSE HE/SHE HAS MET THE APPLICABLE STANDARD OF CONDUCT SET FORTH IN SECTION 1 AND 2. SUCH DETERMINATION SHALL BE MADE IN EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

A) BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS BY A MAJORITY OF A QUORUM CONSISTING OF DIRECTORS WHO WERE NOT PARTIES TO SUCH ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING;

B) IF SUCH QUORUM IS NOT OBTAINABLE OR, EVEN IF OBTAINABLE, A QUORUM OF DISINTERESTED DIRECTORS SO DIRECTED BY AN INDEPENDENT LEGAL COUNSIL IN A WRITTEN OPINION;

C) BY A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU.

BCCVB BYLAWS 
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      SECTION 4 – EXPENSE ADVANCES

EXPENSES INCURRED IN DEFENDING A CIVIL OR CRIMINAL ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OR 2 OF THIS ARTICLE XIV SHALL BE PAID BY THE BUREAU IN ADVANCE OF THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF SUCH ACTION, SUIT OR PROCEEDING AS AUTHORIZED IN THE MANNER PROVIDED IN SECTION 3 OF THIS ARTICLE XIV UPON RECEIPT OF AN UNDERTAKING BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE DIRECTOR OR OFFICER TO REPAY SUCH AMOUNT UNLESS IT SHALL ULTIMATELY BE DETERMINED THAT HE/SHE IS ENTITLED TO BE INDEMNIFIED BY THE BUREAU.

      SECTION 5 – INSURANCE

THE BUREAU SHALL PURCHASE AND MAINTAIN INSURANCE ON BEHALF OF ANY PERSON WHO IS OR WAS A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER OF THE BUREAU OR IS OR WAS SERVING AT THE REQUEST OF THE BUREAU AS A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER OF ANOTHER CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, PARTNERSHIP, JOINT VENTURE, TRUST OR OTHER ENTERPRISE AGAINST ANY LIABILITY ASSERTED AGAINST HIM/HER AND INCURRED BY HIM/HER IN SUCH CAPACITY OR ARISING OUT OF HIS/HER STATUS OF SUCH, WHETHER OR NOT THE BUREAU WOULD HAVE POWER TO INDEMNIFY HIM/HER AGAINST SUCH LIABILITY UNDER SECTION 1 TO 4 OF THIS ARTICLE XIV.
      SECTION 6 – CONTINUATION OF INDEMNIFICATION

THE INDEMNIFICATION PROVIDED IN THIS ARTICLE XIV CONTINUES AS TO A PERSON WHO HAS 

CEASED TO BE A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER AND SHALL INURE TO THE BENEFIT OF THE HEIRS, EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS OF SUCH PERSON.   
June 1984
Amended: November 1993

RULES AND REGULATIONS
Of the

BOYNE COUNTRY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, INC

SECTION 1 – PURPOSE

THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL GOVERN MEMBERS OF THE BOYNE COUNTRY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, IT’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS, COMMITTEES AND PAID EMPLOYEES, AND BE ENFORCED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THESE RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL BE SUBORDINATE TO THE BYLAWS OF THE BUREAU AND SHALL BE AMENDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE XIII OF SAID BYLAWS.

SECTION 2 – MEMBERSHIP REGULATIONS

A) ONLY MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING MAY SERVE ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND HOLD OFFICE. ONLY MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING SUBJECT TO OR AGREEING TO BE SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT MAY SERVE ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH VOTING RIGHTS AS PROVIDED IN ARTICLE V OF THE BYLAWS OF THE BUREAU.

B) THE VOTE OF EACH MEMBER IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU SHALL BE CAST BY THE INDIVIDUAL DESIGNATED IN THE APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR THEREINAFTER NAMED IN WRITING BY THE MEMBER.

C) MEMBER BUSINESSES SUBJECT TO OR AGREEING TO BE SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT WILL BE DEEMED ‘NOT IN GOOD STANDING’ IF ASSESSMENT FORMS ARE NOT FILED, OR IF ASSESSMENTS ARE NOT TIMELY PAID TO THE BUREAU AND SUCH DEFAULT REMAINS WITHOUT REMEDY FOR A PERIOD OF NINETY (90) DAYS OR MORE. IN SUCH CASES, THE MEMBER FORFEITS THEIR ELIGIBILITY TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, VOTE IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE BUREAU OR RECEIVE BUREAU SERVICES.

D) CABINS, CONDOMINIUMS AND OTHER TRANSIENT LODGING FACILITIES NOT LOCATED WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP. CABINS, CONDOMINIUMS AND OTHER TRANSIENT LODGING FACILITIES LOCATED WITHIN THE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT BUT NOT SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT UNDER THE ACT, ARE ELIGIBLE, UPON BOARD OF DIRECTOR APPROVAL, FOR MEMBERSHIP AS MEMBER BUSINESSES SUBJET TO THE ASSESSMENT UPON AGREEMENT TO BE SUBJECT TO THE ASSESSMENT, AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE DUTIES IMPOSED BY THE ACT.
BCCVB RULES & REGULATIONS
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SECTION 3 – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A) THE TERM OF OFFICE OF DIRECTORS, EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED, SHALL BE THREE (3) YEARS, SUBJECT TO MAINTAINING A STATUS OF MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING, INCLUDING ATTENDANCE AT NOT LESS THAN ONE-HALF (1/2) OF ALL MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITHIN A FISCAL YEAR OF THE BUREAU. 
B) ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
· ONE (1) BALLOT SHALL BE MAILED TO EACH MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING, AS DETERMINED AS OF AUGUST 1 OF THE SAME YEAR, NOT LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 15. IT SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING AND AN OFFICIAL BALLOT RETURN ENVELOPE, ADDRESSED TO THE BUREAU OFFICE AND IDENTIFIED AS CONTAINING A BALLOT.
· MEMBERS SHALL VOTE FOR THAT BOARD OF DIRECTOR SEATS TO BE ELECTED. OFFICIAL BALLOTS SHALL BE PREPARED ON WHICH THE NAMES OF ALL NOMINEES SHALL BE LISTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER WITH A SPACE ADJACENT TO EACH FOR RECORDING OF VOTES, AND A SPACE PROVIDED FOR THE SIGNATURE AND COMPANY NAME OF THE MEMBER CASTING THE BALLOT.
· THE ELECTION SHALL CLOSE AT 12:00 NOON ON SEPTEMBER 30. THE CHAIRMAN SHALL APPOINT SUCH TELLERS AS HE/SHE MAY DEEM NECESSARY, WHO SHALL OPEN AND COUNT THE BALLOTS. BALLOTS ON WHICH THE CANDIDATES RECEIVING THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES, RESPECTIVELY, SHALL BE DECLARED ELECTED TO THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR. THEIR ELECTION SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE CHAIRMAN NOT LATER THAN 12:00 NOON OF THE SECOND BUSINESS DAY FOLLOWING THE CLOSE OF THE ELECTION. UPON RECEIVING THE REPORT OF THE TELLERS, THE CHAIRMAN SHALL HAVE NOTICE GIVEN TO THOSE ELECTED.
SECTION 4 – FUNDS OF THE BUREAU

A) FUNDS ACCRUING TO THE BUREAU UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMMUNITY CONVENTION OR TOURISM MARKETING ACT SHALL BE TREATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT, OTHER PROVISIONS HEREWITH NOT WITHSTANDING.
B) FUNDS ACCRUING TO THE BUREAU THROUGH ASSESSMENTS LEVIED PURSUANT TO THE ACT SHALL BE RECEIVED BY ONE (1) OR MORE COMMERCIAL BANKS OR SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS SO APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. SAID BANKS OR SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS SHALL CONSERVE AND INVEST SUCH FUNDS OF THE BUREAU, IN COMMERCIAL PAPER, CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, OR ANY OTHER INVESTMENTS APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT OR TREASURER.
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C) THE BUREAU MAY MAINTAIN A COMMERCIAL ACCOUNT AT THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION APPOINTED FOR ITS INVESTMENT SERVICES. UPON THE DIRECTION OF THE PERSON(S) APPOINTED FOR SUCH PURPOSE BY THE BOARD, THE BANK OR SAVINGS AND LOAN SHALL DEPOSIT FUNDS INVESTED TO THE BUREAU’S COMMERCIAL ACCOUNT. SUCH ACCOUNT SHALL BE MAINTAINED AT AN AMOUNT SUFFICIENT TO MEET CURRENT OPERATING NEEDS OF THE BUREAU AND SHALL BE USED AS THE SOLE MEANS OF PAYING OBLIGATIONS AND EXPENSES OF THE BUREAU, EXCEPT FOR THOSE SUCH PETTY CASH ACCOUNTS AS MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD. WITHDRAWALS FROM THE COMMERCIAL ACCOUNT SHALL BE OVER THE SIGNATURES OF TWO (2) OF THE FOLLOWING BONDED PERSONS: ANY OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BUREAU AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT.
D) THE PETTY CASH ACCOUNT, IF SO ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD, SHALL BE LIMITED TO A BALANCE NOT TO EXCEED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,000.00) AND EXPENDITURES SHALL BE OVER THE SIGNATURE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT OR ANY OTHER BONDED EMPLOYEE OF THE BUREAU SO APPOINTED BY THE BOARD. SUCH PETTY CASH ACCOUNT SHALL BE AN IMPREST FUND.
SECTION 5 – SPOKESPERSON

THE SOLE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE BUREAU SHALL BE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/PRESIDENT UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

SECTION 6 – CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION

A) INFORMATION COLLECTED FROM INDIVIDUAL LODGING FACILITY MEMBERS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSESSMENT UNDER THE ACT SHALL BE TREATED AS CONFIDENTIAL. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY DIRECT THE BUREAU’S CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS TO SUMMARIZE AND REPORT SUCH INFORMATION FOR THE BUREAU’S USE PROVIDED SUCH REPORTS WOULD NEITHER VIOLATE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT NOR DISCLOSE INFORMATION WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY IDENTIFY ANY INDIVIDUAL LODGING FACILITY.
B) MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU RECEIVING SALES LEADS AND OTHER MARKETING ASSISTANCE FROM THE BUREAU SHALL NOT DISCLOSE SUCH INFORMATION TO NON-MEMBERS WHEN THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE SUCH DISCLOSURE WOULD REDUCE THE BUREAU AND ITS’ MEMBERS COMPETITIVE POSITION.
SECTION 7 – VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU SHALL COOPERATE IN RESPONDING TO THE BUREAU’S REASONABLE REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION WHICH WOULD ASSIST THE BUREAU IN ITS MARKETING EFFORTS.
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SECTION 8 – RESTRICTED USE OF PROMOTIONAL DEVICES

LOGOS AND OTHER COPYRIGHTED PROMOTIONAL DEVICES REGISTERED TO THE BUREAU SHALL BE THE PROPERTY OF THE BUREAU AND NOT ITS MEMBERS.  

SECTION 9 – NON-DISCRIMINATION

THE BUREAU SHALL BE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND SHALL PRACTICE SIMILAR NON-DISCRIMINATION IN THE CONDUCT OF THE BUREAU AFFAIRS.
Adopted November 1984
Amended June 1994

COMMUNITY CONVENTION OR TOURISM MARKETING ACT
Act 395 of 1980

AN ACT relating to the promotion of convention business or tourism in municipalities in this state; to provide for tourism or convention marketing programs in municipalities through nonprofit convention and tourist bureaus; to provide for the imposition and collection of assessments on the owners of transient facilities to support tourism or convention marketing programs; to provide for the disbursement of the assessments; to establish the functions and duties of the department of commerce; and to prescribe remedies and penalties.

History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan
The People of the State of Michigan enact:


141.871 Short title. 

Sec. 1.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “community convention or tourism marketing act”.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.872 Definitions. 

Sec. 2.

As used in this act:

(a) "Assessment" means the amount levied against an owner of a transient facility within an assessment district, computed by application of the applicable percentage against aggregate room charges with respect to that transient facility during the applicable assessment period.

(b) "Assessment district" means a municipality or combination of municipalities as described in a marketing program. A combination of municipalities is not required to be contiguous.

(c) "Assessment revenues" means the money derived from the assessment, including any interest and penalties on the assessment, imposed by this act.

(d) "Board" means the board of directors elected by the members of a bureau. A majority of the members of a board shall be owners of transient facilities.

(e) "Bureau" means a nonprofit corporation existing to promote convention business or tourism within this state or a portion of this state. 

(f) "Director" means the president of the Michigan strategic fund.

(g) "Marketing program" means a program established by a bureau to develop, encourage, solicit, and promote convention business or tourism within this state or a portion of this state within which the bureau operates. The encouragement and promotion of convention business or tourism includes any service, function, or activity, whether or not performed, sponsored, or advertised by a bureau, that intends to attract transient guests to the assessment district. For a bureau described in section 3(8), a marketing program includes a contract with a nonprofit organization formed to promote convention business or tourism that receives funding from a tax levied under 1974 PA 263, MCL 141.861 to 141.867, in a contiguous county to provide for the promotion of convention business or tourism.

(h) "Marketing program notice" means the notice described in section 3. 

(i) "Municipality" means a county with a population of less than 650,000 or a city, village, or township within a county with a population of less than 650,000. 

(j) "Owner" means the owner of a transient facility to be served by the bureau or, if the transient facility is operated or managed by a person other than the owner, then the operator or manager of that transient facility.

(k) "Room" means a room or other space provided for sleeping that can be rented independently, including the furnishings and other accessories in the room. Room includes, but is not limited to, a condominium or time-sharing unit that, pursuant to a management agreement, may be used to provide dwelling, lodging, or sleeping quarters for a transient guest.

(l) "Room charge" means the charge imposed for the use or occupancy of a room, excluding charges for food, beverages, state use tax, telephone service, or like services paid in connection with the charge, and excluding reimbursement of the assessment imposed by this act.

(m) "Transient facility" means a building or combination of buildings under common ownership, operation, or management that contains 10 or more rooms used in the business of providing dwelling, lodging, or sleeping to transient guests, whether or not membership is required for the use of the rooms. Transient facility does not include a college or school dormitory, a hospital, a nursing home, or a facility owned and operated by an organization qualified for an exemption from federal taxation under section 501(c) of the internal revenue code.

(n) "Transient guest" means a person who occupies a room in a transient facility for less than 30 consecutive days.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 224, Imd. Eff. Nov. 1, 1993 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 82, Imd. Eff. May 21, 2010 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.873 Marketing program and assessment district; establishment; marketing program notice; filing; contents; exclusion; excise or other tax; copies of notice; list of owners. 

Sec. 3.

(1) A bureau that intends to establish a marketing program and assessment district shall file a marketing program notice with the director. The marketing program notice shall state that the bureau proposes to create a marketing program under this act and cause an assessment to be collected from owners of transient facilities within the assessment district to pay the costs of the marketing program.

(2) The marketing program notice shall describe the structure, membership, and activities of the bureau.

(3) The marketing program notice shall describe the marketing program to be implemented by the bureau with the assessment revenues, specify the amount of the assessment proposed to be levied, which, except as provided in this subsection, shall not exceed 5% of the room charges in the applicable payment period, and describe the municipalities comprising the assessment district. 

(4) Except as provided in section 10, an area shall not be included in the marketing program notice filed under this act and the assessment district specified in the notice if the area is part of an existing assessment district under this act for which a marketing program is in effect.

(5) If on the date of the mailing of the marketing program notice under this act an excise tax or other tax based on a room charge is not being collected, a municipality included in the marketing program notice shall not be subject to the collection of an excise tax imposed under 1974 PA 263, MCL 141.861 to 141.867, or another tax based on a room charge.

(6) If a part of a municipality is subject to an assessment under the convention and tourism marketing act, 1980 PA 383, MCL 141.881 to 141.889, that part of the municipality shall not be included in a marketing program notice or assessment district under this act.

(7) Simultaneously with the filing of the marketing program notice with the director, the bureau shall mail a copy of the notice, by registered or certified mail, to each owner of a transient facility located in the assessment district specified in the notice, in care of the respective transient facility. In assembling the list of owners to whom the notices shall be mailed, the bureau shall use any data that is reasonably available to the bureau.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 ;-- Am. 1989, Act 245, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1989 ;-- Am. 1991, Act 92, Imd. Eff. July 31, 1991 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 224, Imd. Eff. Nov. 1, 1993 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 589, Imd. Eff. Jan. 21, 1997 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 283, Imd. Eff. Dec. 16, 2010 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.873a Marketing program; approval or disapproval; referendum; effective date of marketing program and assessment; filing and serving another marketing program notice. 

Sec. 3a.

(1) Within 30 days after a marketing program notice is filed, the director shall approve or disapprove the marketing program. The director shall not disapprove a marketing program unless the program violates this act.

(2) Within 40 days after approval of a marketing program, the director shall require a written referendum to be held by mail or in person, as determined by the director, among all owners of transient facilities in each municipality in the proposed assessment district. For the purpose of the referendum, each owner shall have 1 vote for each room in an owner's transient facility. 

(3) The marketing program and assessment set forth in the notice shall become effective on the first day of the month that is more than 30 days after certification by the director that the program was approved by a majority of the votes actually cast in each municipality in the assessment district. If a majority of the votes actually cast in any municipality counted separately is not in favor of the program and assessment, the program and assessment shall not go into effect in the assessment district. However, for purposes of tabulating the votes in the referendum for a marketing program proposed on or after April 12, 1984, each municipality in the proposed assessment district requiring a majority of votes cast in favor of the proposed assessment district shall be defined in the marketing program notice required under section 3. A bureau may file and serve another marketing program notice not less than 60 days after certification of the results of a referendum. 


History: Add. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 224, Imd. Eff. Nov. 1, 1993 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.874 Marketing program; contents. 

Sec. 4.

A marketing program may include all or any of the following:

(a) Provisions for establishing and paying the costs of advertising, marketing, and promotional programs to encourage convention business or tourism in the assessment district.

(b) Provisions for assisting transient facilities within the assessment district in promoting convention business or tourism.

(c) Provisions for the acquisition of personal property considered appropriate by the bureau in furtherance of the purposes of the marketing program.

(d) Provisions for the hiring of and payment for personnel employed by the bureau to implement the marketing program.

(e) Provisions for contracting with organizations, agencies, or persons for carrying out activities in furtherance of the purposes of the marketing program.

(f) Programs for establishing and paying the costs of research designed to encourage convention business or tourism in the assessment district. 

(g) Provisions for incurring any other expense or cost which the board, in the exercise of its reasonable business judgment, considers reasonably related to promotion of the convention business or tourism within the assessment district.

(h) Procedures for election of the board.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.875 Assessment; computation; payment; reimbursement; agreement to accept payment of assessments; forwarding money; withholding portion of assessment for administrative costs; verification and audit of owner's assessment payments; state use tax returns; unpaid assessments; interest and delinquency charges; suit to collect; notice. 

Sec. 5.

(1) Upon the effective date of an assessment under section 3a, each owner of a transient facility in the assessment district shall be liable for payment of the assessment, computed by multiplying the percentage set forth in the marketing program notice by the aggregate room charges imposed by the transient facility during a calender month. The assessment shall be paid by the owner of each such transient facility to the bureau or the person designated by the bureau within 30 days after the end of each calendar month, and shall be accompanied by a statement of room charges imposed by the transient facility for that calendar month. This act does not prohibit an owner from reimbursing the transient facility by adding the assessment imposed under this act to room charges payable by transient guests. However, the owner shall disclose that the transient facility has been reimbursed for the assessment imposed under this act on the bill presented to the transient guest.

(2) A bureau or person designated by the bureau may enter into an agreement with a regional tourism marketing organization established under the regional tourism marketing act to accept from owners subject to an assessment under this act the payment of assessments that are levied by a regional marketing organization under section 6 of the regional tourism marketing act. A bureau or the person designated by the bureau shall forward the money received in payment of an assessment levied by a regional marketing organization under the regional tourism marketing act to the person designated by the regional marketing organization to receive the payment of assessments under section 6 of the regional tourism marketing act. The bureau may withhold the portion of an assessment received on behalf of a regional marketing organization under this subsection and section 6 of the regional tourism marketing act as agreed upon between the bureau and the regional marketing organization to reimburse the bureau or person designated by the bureau for reasonable administrative costs to receive and forward assessments due a regional marketing organization.

(3) Within 30 days after the close of each calendar quarter, each owner within an assessment district shall forward to the independent certified public accountants who audit the financial statements of the bureau, copies of the state use tax returns of the transient facility for the preceding quarter. The copies of the state use tax returns shall be used solely by the certified public accountants to verify and audit the payment by the owner of the assessments under this act, and shall not be disclosed to the bureau except as the director determines necessary to enforce this act.

(4) Interest shall be paid by an owner to the bureau on any assessments not paid within the time required under this act. The interest shall accrue at the rate of 1.5% per month. Owners delinquent for more than 90 days in paying assessments, in addition to the 1.5% interest, shall pay a delinquency charge of 1.5% per month or fraction of a month on the amount of the delinquent assessments. The bureau may sue in its own name to collect the assessments, interest, and delinquency charges.

(5) The owner of a transient facility shall not be liable for payment of an assessment until a marketing program notice has been mailed to the transient facility of the owner pursuant to section 3. 


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 ;-- Am. 1989, Act 245, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1989 


© 2009 Legislative Council, State of Michigan


141.876 Assessment revenues not state funds; deposit and disbursement; financial statements; audit; report; copies; failure of bureau to provide copies; penalty. 

Sec. 6.

(1) The assessment revenues collected pursuant to this act shall not be state funds. The money shall be deposited in a bank or other depository in this state, in the name of the bureau, and shall be disbursed only for the expenses properly incurred by the bureau with respect to the marketing programs developed by the bureau under this act.

(2) The financial statements of the bureau shall be audited at least annually by a certified public accountant. A copy of the audited financial statements shall be mailed to each owner not more than 150 days after the close of the bureau's fiscal year. The financial statements shall include a statement of all assessment revenues received by the bureau during the fiscal year in question and include the amount of compensation for the chief executive director of the bureau and shall be accompanied by a detailed report, certified as correct by the chief operating officer of the bureau, describing the marketing programs implemented or, to the extent then known, to be implemented by the bureau.

(3) Copies of the audited financial statements and the certified report shall simultaneously be mailed to the director, who shall make it available to the public on the internet. If the bureau fails to submit copies of the audited financial statements and the certified report to the director as provided in this subsection, the director or his or her designee shall mail a demand letter to the bureau requesting copies of the audited financial statements and the certified report with a copy of that demand letter forwarded to the attorney general. If the director or his or her designee does not receive copies of the audited financial statement and the certified report described in this subsection within 90 days of the demand letter, upon notice by the director or the attorney general, for the period of noncompliance with this subsection, the bureau shall not expend any portion of the assessment collected during the period of noncompliance with this subsection. The attorney general may assist the director in enforcing the provisions of this act.

(4) If the bureau fails to provide the copies of the audited financial statement and the certified report within 90 days of the demand letter as provided in subsection (3), the bureau is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than $10,000.00 and, in addition, the attorney general may bring action to dissolve the bureau as provided by law.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 283, Imd. Eff. Dec. 16, 2010 
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141.877 Repealed. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984. 


Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to an advisory committee.
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141.878 Discontinuance of assessment; referendum; proposing new marketing program notice; failure to adopt resolution discontinuing assessment; further referendum. 

Sec. 8.

(1) At any time 2 years or more after the effective date of an assessment, and upon the written request of owners of transient facilities located within an assessment district representing not less than 40% of the total number of owners or not less than 40% of the total number of rooms in all of the transient facilities in the assessment district, the bureau shall conduct a referendum on whether the assessment shall be discontinued. The bureau shall cause a written referendum to be held by mail or in person, as the bureau chooses, among all owners of transient facilities in the petitioning assessment district within 60 days of the receipt of the requests. For the purposes of the referendum, each owner shall have 1 vote for each room in each of the owner's transient facilities within the petitioning assessment district. If a majority of the votes actually cast at the referendum for the assessment district supports discontinuance of the assessment, the assessment shall be discontinued for that area or county on the first day of the month following expiration of 60 days after the certification of the results of the referendum by the bureau.

(2) Passage of a resolution discontinuing the assessment shall not prevent a bureau from proposing a new marketing program notice during or after the 60-day period, in which case the procedures set forth in section 3 shall be followed.

(3) If a referendum is conducted under subsection (1) and if a resolution to discontinue the assessment is not adopted, a further referendum on the discontinuation of that assessment for the assessment district for which the referendum was held shall not be held for a period of 2 years.


History: 1980, Act 395, Imd. Eff. Jan. 7, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 
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141.879 Building or combination of buildings with less than 10 rooms; agreement to be subject to assessment; participation in marketing program; duration of assessment. 

Sec. 9.

(1) The owner of a building or combination of buildings, which is within an assessment district, has less than 10 rooms, and otherwise meets the definition of transient facility, may agree in writing to be subject to the assessment. If an owner agrees to be subject to the assessment, the building or combination of buildings shall be considered a transient facility for the purposes of this act. The owner and transient facility shall participate in the marketing program for that assessment district.

(2) A building or combination of buildings which becomes a transient facility under this section shall remain subject to the assessment unless the assessment is discontinued as provided in section 8.


History: Add. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 
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141.880 Existing assessment district and marketing program. 

Sec. 10.

An assessment district and marketing program under this act which is in effect before the effective date of this section shall remain in effect for 365 days after the effective date of this section or until a new marketing program and assessment district, which includes any portion of an existing assessment district and which is established under this act, becomes effective, whichever is sooner.


History: Add. 1984, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984 
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