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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[bookmark: _39brix3drbvk]Paducah CVB’s Alyssa Phares Named Emerging Leader of the Year; 
Bureau Earns Multiple Awards at KTIA Annual Conference
Paducah, KY – November 10, 2025 – The Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) was recognized with multiple statewide awards at the 2025 Kentucky Travel Industry Association (KTIA) Annual Conference last week, including one of the organization’s top individual honors. 
Alyssa Phares, President & CEO of the Paducah CVB, was named KTIA’s 2025 Emerging Leader of the Year. This award is presented annually to one Kentucky tourism professional who has made a significant impact on the industry in a relatively short period of time. The association specifically called out Phares’ dedication to her team, involvement in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, and commitment to ensuring Paducah’s lasting impact on the travel industry.
In addition to the individual honor, the Paducah CVB received Traverse Awards for three of its recent marketing and communications projects: the Creative City Companion printed travel guide, last year’s African American Heritage marketing campaign, and a public relations initiative that produced multiple articles centering Paducah as a welcoming destination for LGBTQ+ travelers. The organization also shared in a collaborative award recognizing the regional Kentucky Americana Triangle campaign. 
Presented each year by KTIA, the Traverse Awards highlight excellence in tourism marketing, and are highly competitive, with over 200 entries submitted annually. Entries are judged by a panel of tourism experts from outside the state and awarded at the annual conference.
“This recognition reflects the intentional, research-driven work shaping how we share Paducah’s story,” said Alyssa Phares. “We are listening to our visitors and our community, learning what draws people here, and aligning our approach with care. Paducah is a City of Many Ways, and we want every visitor to feel that sense of welcome, discovery, and creativity. I am grateful for a team that leads with curiosity and collaboration, and for a community that believes in this work. Being recognized among colleagues across the Commonwealth reinforces that our direction is meaningful, resilient, and still unfolding.”
Further recognition at the conference underscored the collaborative strength behind Paducah’s tourism success. CVB team members Liz Hammonds and Amina Watkins earned their Certified Kentucky Tourism Professional (CKTP) credentials, and Stephanie Burkhart of the Holiday Inn Paducah Riverfront was honored with a Stars of the Industry award, the state’s highest recognition for frontline hospitality workers. 
For more information about the Paducah Convention & Visitors Bureau and its mission, visit www.paducah.travel.
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