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Volunteer Organization Opportunity
STROLL WANTS YOU!


OPPORTUNITY OVERVIEW & VISION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stroll on State, now in its 7th year, is a magical holiday event that brings our community together to kick off the holiday season. This wonderful day is filled with the things we love most about the season: family, friends, music, food, reindeer, Santa Claus, Christmas trees, laughter, wagon rides…and memories! Our mission has always been to keep the event free to all – all attractions are free of charge, there is no admission fee! Stroll is made possible, because of the kindness of our volunteer community. Stroll on State is an event created BY THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY! We invite you to be a Volunteer Organization and “Lead” an attraction. Don’t worry, we’ll provide you with all the tools, you just rally the troops!

RESPONSIBILITIES
There are a variety of volunteer opportunities associated with the Stroll on State event. Stroll on State day, Saturday, November 30th is filled with awe and wonder and requires hundreds of volunteers. Beginning with event set-up, ending with event tear-down and all the attractions in between – there is absolutely an opportunity for every interest and every skill!

VOLUNTEER STRUCTURE
As the Stroll event has grown, so has the need for more volunteers! We have found great success in partnering with local organizations that are interested in giving back to the community and working together as a team. There are several Stroll on State attractions that we’re looking to pair with an organization.

HOW DOES THIS WORK, YOU ASK?
Your organization would select a representative or two to “Lead” the charge. Throughout the weeks/months leading up to the event, the Leads will be included in planning and informational meetings, as needed, so they can “manage” their group on event day. You’re not alone on event day. Our Zone Leaders, Event Organizers and RACVB Staff will be communicating with your team to ensure everything runs smoothly and your team has a great experience!

Volunteers can work for the entire length of the event, but it is generally best to work in shifts and plan for breaks. The SOS committee requires to have a “Lead” from your organization at your attraction at all times. The “Lead” is the manager that can answer questions for the volunteers and has been involved in the planning. Ideally, your group will have the opportunity to enjoy the event, as well as volunteer – it just takes a bit of scheduling work, that we’re happy to help with.






VOLUNTEER TRAINING
We want you to be familiar with the event and to have the tools to answer questions that may be asked of you. There will be opportunities in the weeks leading up to the event in which all volunteers will be invited to information sessions to provide you an overview of the event and your role so that you feel prepared for your assignment. This is a fantastic way to build excitement for your team!

EVENT TIMELINE
Stroll on State is open to the public, free of charge, from 2 – 9 p.m. The Stroll on State Merry & Bright Parade steps off at 3 p.m. The Stroll on State Tree Lighting event begins at 5:15 p.m. Designated attractions are open from 1 – 2 p.m. for Stroll on State Early Bird attendees; these attractions will be planned for accordingly.

OPERATIONS
It is important that Stroll on State operations run as planned. Planning meetings have taken place and a strategic communication plan has been developed so that event organizers and volunteers can work together to execute a successful community event. There will be several opportunities prior to event day to meet and work through the event flow – we want volunteers to feel comfortable and secure in the role they’ve chosen!

WHY VOLUNTEER?
Stroll on State would not happen without our dedicated volunteers! We assure you that your time and dedication is valued – the awe and wonder in children’s faces makes it all worthwhile and you get a free Stroll on State hat! What more could a volunteer ask for? Did we mention that you and your team will have a lot of fun, too!

PROMOTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION AT STROLL
Stroll on State strictly forbids the advertisement, marketing, selling of products, services, etc. and is not an opportunity for your business to do any of the above. However, Stroll on State is an opportunity for the community to experience your organization giving. Stroll on State will list your organization as the “Host” of the attraction you’re assigned to – this will be noted in all appropriate locations, which may include maps, literature, signage, and marketing. Your organization is also allowed and encouraged to wear holiday theme attire with your organization name and/or logo – examples can be provided, if needed and we encourage you to be fun, festive and engaging.
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