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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
VISIT SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER
April 16, 2026
[bookmark: _Toc521978636][bookmark: _Toc523878296][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Call to Order
Mr. Johnson, Board Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to order at 11:31 a.m. on April 16, 2026. The meeting was held at Visit Shreveport-Bossier, 629 Spring Street, Shreveport, LA. 
Board Members Present: Annikea Boles, Beth Smiley, Casey Hartley, Charles Johnson, Jason McKinney, Joanna Folse-Alexander, Kelly Darden, Tiffany Evans, Veronica Brown, and Jennifer Boone. 
Board Members Absent: Andrea Butler, Billy Anderson, Bump Skaggs, and Dr. Jerome DuBose.
Staff Members Present: Stacy Brown, Serena Gray, and Charlie Rice
Public: Photographer, Jordan Hicks with Connoisseur Media
Opportunity for Public Comment: No public comment. 
Special Guest: Brandon Pang, Attorney, Bradley Murchinson Law Firm

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Johnson called for a motion to approve the agenda, Ms. Hartley made a motion to approve, which Mr. McKinney seconded. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Johnson called for a motion to approve March 19, 2026, regularly scheduled board meeting minutes. Ms. V. Brown made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Darden.  All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 

Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure
Attorney Brandon Pang reviewed and answered questions on the Summary of Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics that was updated in July 2025 and the Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure with the board. 
Finance Committee
A. Financial Report—Ms. S. Brown reviewed the March financial report. Ms. V. Brown made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Darden. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
B. Check Register – There were no questions. 
C. [bookmark: _Hlk153447346][bookmark: _Hlk143166166]Occupancy Tax Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the occupancy tax report for January. Shreveport-Bossier YTD is up 8.55%.   
D. Tourism Summary Report – Report not available.

President Reports  
Communications: Ms. Gray updated the board on the changing metrics. Large Language Model (LLM) platforms such as ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini, are becoming the platforms in which, consumers are gathering information. Due to this, VSB is seeing a decrease in active users on the website. Google announced that there was an error in the 2025 impressions data on their platform and the data collected in 2025 was inflated. Restaurant week went well with 62 participating partners. National Travel & Tourism Week News Conference at the Shreveport Regional Airport on Thursday, April 30, 2026, at 10:30 a.m.

Conventions: AKA was a success for our community. Baton Rouge sales calls with two hotels. Preparing for Connect Spring Marketplace. RCMA Advisory Council will be in town next week. Up in room lead nights MTD and YTD. 

Film Commission: Reel Scout has launched; already received calls from productions. Working on bringing in more film training opportunities. 

Destination Development: City Wide Clean Up on Saturday, April 18, 2026. Ms. S. Brown and Ms. Barnes will be at City Nations Place conference next week. 

318 Restaurant Week: Sixty-two (62) participating restaurants (including four (4) sponsors), eight (8) experiences – four (4) sold out, $2.53 million in advertising value equivalency. 

Sports Commission: Attended the Bassmaster Classic; already received two (2) leads.  Archery Shooters Association (ASA) will be April 23-26, 2026, at Camp Minden.  

Excellence in Hospitality Awards: Reviewing nominations. EIH will be held on May 7, 2026, at Sam’s Town Casino. 

Financial Disclosure Statement – Due May 15, 2026: Attorney Pang reviewed at the start of the meeting.

Legislative Update: SB430 unanimously passed the Senate yesterday. Will now go to the House committee. Ms. S. Brown will meet with attorneys to review process to get on November ballot. Working on how to educate the public. 

Destination 318: Received eleven (11) applications so far; deadline to apply is May 1, 2026.

Chairman’s Report - Association Reports
· Restaurant Association: No report
· Hotel/Motel Association: The April meeting was held on April 9, 2026, at Noble Savage. 
· Attractions Association: No report
Next Meeting: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk213995007]Board Meeting – May 7, 2026
Agenda items for the upcoming meeting:
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:26 p.m.
Approved:

________________________________ 				________________________________
Charles Johnson				    		Carlotta Askew-Brown
Chairman							Secretary
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