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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
VISIT SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER
April 17, 2025
[bookmark: _Toc521978636][bookmark: _Toc523878296][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Call to Order
Mr. DuBose, Board Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to order at 11:33 a.m. on April 17, 2025. The meeting was held at Visit Shreveport-Bossier, 629 Spring Street, Shreveport, LA. 
Board Members Present: Beth Smiley, Billy Anderson, Carlotta Askew-Brown, Casey Hartley, Charles Johnson, Jason McKinney, Jerome DuBose, Joanna Folse-Alexander, Kelly Darden, Pam Glorioso, Rob Brown, and Veronica Brown.
Board Members Absent:  Andrea Butler, Joanne Fayard, and Tiffany Evans
Staff Members Present: Stacy Brown, Aaron Bronson, and Charlie Rice
Opportunity for Public Comment: No public comment. 
Guest: John Dudley, Chasing Aces, updated the board on the progress and opening date of June 1, 2025.  
Approval of Agenda
Mr. DuBose called for a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Johnson made a motion to approve, which Mr. McKinney seconded. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. DuBose called for a motion to approve the March 20, 2025, regularly scheduled board meeting minutes. Ms. Glorioso made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. Johnson. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
Finance Committee
A. Financial Report—Mr. Bronson reviewed the March financials with the board. The Finance Committee made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Glorioso. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
B. Check Register – Ms. S. Brown answered all March check register questions. 
C. [bookmark: _Hlk153447346][bookmark: _Hlk143166166] Occupancy Tax Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the occupancy tax report for March. Overall, Shreveport-Bossier is down 0.21 YTD.
D. Tourism Summary Report – Report was not available.

President Reports  
Departmental reports are located in the board packets. Reviewed results of 318 MLK Dream Fest, Independence Bowl, and State Fair. Hosted Latin American Mega FAM with LOT and Brand USA. 

Excellence in Hospitality Awards – The event will be held on May 8, 2025, at Live Casino. Two hundred nominations have been received. 

Financial Disclosure Statement—This is due May 15, 2025. Ms. Rice will email everyone the link to the form.  

Michelin Guide American South Partnership—Six states are participating in this regional partnership.  

Destination 318 Update – Of the twenty-one proposals submitted, nineteen businesses were in attendance, and seven are considered existing companies. Final competition judging is May 22, 2025.

Chairman’s Report

A. Association Reports
i. Restaurant Association: No report
ii. Hotel/Motel Association: The next meeting will be at Live Casino on April 24, 2025. 
iii. Attractions Association: No report.
Next Meeting: 
· May 8, 2025 – Finance Committee Meeting @ 10:30 a.m.
· May 8, 2025 – Board Meeting @ 11:30 a.m.
Agenda items for the upcoming meeting:
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:29 p.m.
Approved:
________________________________ 				________________________________
Jerome DuBose				    		Tiffany Evans
Chairman							Secretary
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