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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
VISIT SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER
June 26, 2025
[bookmark: _Toc521978636][bookmark: _Toc523878296][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Call to Order
Mr. DuBose, Board Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to order at 12:13 p.m. on June 26, 2025. The meeting was held at Eleven Events Center, 1529 Texas Ave., Shreveport, LA. 
Board Members Present: Andrea Butler, Beth Smiley, Billy Anderson, Carlotta Askew-Brown, Casey Hartley, Charles Johnson, Jason McKinney, Jerome DuBose, Rob Brown, Tiffany Evans, and Veronica Brown.
Board Members Absent:  Joanna Folse-Alexander, Joanne Fayard, Kelly Darden, and Pam Glorioso.
Staff Members Present: Stacy Brown, Aaron Bronson, Serena Gray, David Bradley, Wade Marshall, Karen Barnes, and Charlie Rice
Public: Craig Lee, Chef Hardette Harris, Frances Taylor, LeMar Flukers, Margo Lauren Hackett, and Greg Powell. 
Opportunity for Public Comment: No public comment. 
Approval of Agenda
Mr. DuBose called for a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Johnson made a motion to approve, which Mr. Anderson seconded. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. DuBose called for a motion to approve the May 8, 2025, regularly scheduled board meeting minutes. Mr. Johnson made a motion to approve, seconded by Mr. McKinney. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
Finance Committee
A. Financial Report—Mr. Bronson reviewed the May financials with the board. The Finance Committee made a motion to approve, seconded by Ms. Askew-Brown. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
B. Check Register – Ms. S. Brown answered all May check register questions. 
C. [bookmark: _Hlk153447346][bookmark: _Hlk143166166] Occupancy Tax Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the occupancy tax report for April. Overall, Shreveport-Bossier is down 0.08% YTD.
D. Tourism Summary Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the April and May tourism summary report.
E. Selection of the Official Journal – The Finance Committee made a motion to approve the Shreveport Times as the 2025 – 2026 Official Journal; seconded by Mr. Anderson. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 
F. Grant Application- SciPort: GamePort – The Finance Committee made a motion to approve up to $3,000; seconded by Mr. McKinney. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 

President Reports  
Departmental reports are located in the board packets. Ms. S. Brown just returned from IPW, an international travel trade show. We are seeing a softening of international visitation due to the tariffs and visa issues. 

Introduction of Destination 318 Tourism Challenge Finalists– LeMar Flukers, Kanteen Park, first place winner of the Destination 318 Tourism Challenge; Hardette Harris, Us Up North; Greg Powell, SB Rides; Margo Lauren Hackett, Amour Rivera; and Francis Taylor, Aunt Frannie’s Southern Favorites, LLC. Each finalist gave a brief overview of their business. 

The board agreed to invest in the Tourism Challenge again for 2026.

Chairman’s Report

A. Association Reports
i. Restaurant Association: No report.
ii. Hotel/Motel Association: No report.
iii. Attractions Association: No report. 
Next Meeting: 
· July 17, 2025 – Finance Committee Meeting @ 10:30 a.m.
· July 17, 2025 – Board Meeting @ 11:30 a.m.
Agenda items for the upcoming meeting:
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:45 p.m.
Approved:

________________________________ 				________________________________
Jerome DuBose				    		Tiffany Evans
Chairman							Secretary
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