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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
VISIT SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER
August 27, 2026
[bookmark: _Toc521978636][bookmark: _Toc523878296][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Call to Order
Mr. Johnson, Board Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to order at 11:42 a.m. on August 27, 2026. The meeting was held at Visit Shreveport-Bossier, 629 Spring Street, Shreveport, LA. 
Board Members Present: Annikea Boles, Beth Smiley, Billy Anderson, Carlotta Askew-Brown,  Casey Hartley, Charles Johnson, Jack “Bump” Skaggs, Jason McKinney, Dr. Jerome DuBose, Joanne Folse-Alexander, Kelly Darden, Tiffany Evans, and Veronica Brown.
Board Members Absent:. Andrea Butler, and Jennifer Boone.
Staff Members Present: Stacy Brown, Charlie Rice, Aaron Bronson, Karen Barnes, Wade Marshall, and Serena Gray.

Public Present: 
· Erica Bryant – Caddo Parish Administrator & CEO
· Clay Walker – Caddo Parish Assistant Administrator
· Patrick Wesley – Caddo Parish Parks and Recreation Director
· Krystle Beauchamp - Director of Communications
· Chris Smith – Bossier City Council – Immediate Past President
· Logan Lewis – Red River Revel - Executive Director
· Terri Matthews – Downtown Shreveport Unlimited - Executive Director
· Travis Morehart - Auditor

Approval of Agenda
Mr. Johnson called for a motion to approve the agenda, Ms. V. Brown made a motion to approve, which Ms. Darden seconded. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Johnson called for a motion to approve July 15, 2026, regularly scheduled board meeting minutes. Mr. Anderson was not included in the July minutes; a motion was made Ms. Folse-Alexander to add Mr. Anderson to the minutes and approve the minutes; seconded by Ms. V. Brown. All in favor, none opposed, with no public comment. 

Opportunity for Public Comment: No public comment.
Public Initiatives
A. Bossier City Entertainment District – Councilman Smith gave and overview of the proposed Bossier City Entertainment District. This proposed district very closely aligns with goal #2 in our Destination Master Plan. Ms. Darden from the Hotel Lodging Association is concerned about the 2% sales tax increase. 
Dr. DuBose made a motion to write a letter of support to the City of Bossier and include in the letter to meet with the Hotel Lodging Association, Attractions Association and the Restaurant Association; seconded by Ms. Hartley. The motion carried with Ms. Darden, Mr. Skaggs, Ms. Smiley and Mr. McKinney abstaining. 
B. Caddo Parish Sports Complex – Ms. Bryant updated the board on the proposed Caddo Parish Sports Complex. On November 3, 2026, voters in Caddo Parish will be asked to decide whether or not to approve the issuance of $60,000 million dollars in general obligation bonds for the construction of the a multi-use sports complex.  This type of complex is addressed in both our Sports Facility Study and the Destination Development Master Plan. 
Ms. V. Brown made a motion to approve a letter of support for the Caddo Parish Sports Complex; seconded by Ms. Darden. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
Legacy Grant Update
A. Red River Revel – Mr. Lewis had another appointment; he will be scheduled to speak at the September meeting. 

B. Mudbug Madness Festival– Ms. Matthews updated the board on the Mudbug Madness Festival. 
Finance Committee
A. Audit Exit Report—Mr. Morehart presented the annual audit report. There were no findings for the current year audit for the year ended December 31, 2025.
B. Financial Report—Mr. Bronson reviewed the July Financials. The Finance Committee made a motion to approve; seconded by Ms. Darden. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
C. Check Register – All questions were answered. 
D. [bookmark: _Hlk153447346][bookmark: _Hlk143166166]Occupancy Tax Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the occupancy tax report for July. Shreveport-Bossier YTD is up 6.34%.   
E. Tourism Summary Report – Ms. S. Brown reviewed the June and July tourism summary report. 

F. Grant Application
a. Highland Jazz and Blues Festival – The Finance Committee made a motion to approve up to $7,500; seconded by Ms. Smiley. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.

President Reports  
Department reports are in the board packets. Three new hires starting on Monday, August 31, 2026. 

Occupancy Tax Renewal – Passed the bond commission. Public notices will be published in the Shreveport Times.

Ms. S. Brown reviewed the two resolutions that were received from Rep. Joy Walters – the first resolution is to urge and request the city of Shreveport to partner with certain enumerated entities to advance the Southern Soul City initiative; the second resolution is to designate the city of Shreveport as the Southern Soul City and the official founder of Southern Soul.

Chairman’s Report - Association Reports
· Restaurant Association: No report
· Hotel/Motel Association: No report
· Attractions Association: A Steering Committee has been created. 
Next Meeting: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk213995007]Board Meeting – September 17, 2026
Agenda items for the upcoming meeting:
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:14 p.m.
Approved:
________________________________ 				________________________________
Charles Johnson				    		Carlotta Askew-Brown
Chairman							Secretary
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