[image: A logo of an office

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Short-term Rental Frequently Asked Questions


Why do short-term rental owners in Union County now need to collect and remit lodging taxes?
Union County leadership changed the lodging tax regulations to require short-term rental owners to collect and remit lodging tax to modernize tax policy, ensure fair treatment among lodging providers, and capture revenue from a growing segment of the visitor economy. This change helps level the playing field between hotels and short-term rentals, improves compliance and transparency, and provides funding for tourism promotion, infrastructure, and public services that support visitors and residents alike.

What is a short-term rental (STR)?
A short-term rental (STR) is any residential dwelling or part thereof where overnight lodging is offered to the public in exchange for a fee with intended occupancy of less than thirty (30) consecutive days in any twelve (12) month period. Typically, short-term rentals are listed on hosting platform websites such as Airbnb, VRBO, HomeAway, FlipKey, etc. 

What is a dwelling?
“Dwelling” means any building, structure, or unit, on the same tax parcel, sharing the same mailing address, which is occupied or intended for occupancy in whole or in part as a home, residence or sleeping place for one (1) or more persons. 

What is a host platform? 
“Host platform” means a person or entity in whatever form that facilitates, through advertising or any other means, a short-term rental booking transaction for accommodations between a short-term rental host and short-term rental guest, including, but not limited to, reservations and/or collection of payment for such accommodations. 

What is lodging tax?
Lodging tax (also known as hotel tax, occupancy tax, or transient tax) is a tax levied on short-term accommodations, as a percentage of the rent paid by the guest. The guest is financially responsible for the tax, but the host or platform is responsible for ensuring it is collected and paid to the appropriate tax authorities. 

Who is responsible for remitting the tax?
Although the tax is paid by the visitors/guest, the responsibility for tax collection and remittance lies with the property owner/operator. Please check with your booking platforms (like Airbnb and Vrbo) to automatically collect these taxes on the host's behalf or at minimum, remit the taxes to the property owner. 

When are taxes due, and how do I file?
· Per the Ohio Revised Code, the Union County Auditor’s Office administers the 3% lodging tax collected on short-term rental lodging.
· All forms, resources, and further information can be found on the Union County auditor’s website, here. 
· Taxes are due on the 20th of each month for the previous month. For example, a short-term rental host would file taxes collected in the month of July by the 20th of August.
· "Zero Dollar" Returns: We ask that STR property owners file a return by the deadline even if you had no rental income for that period (a "zero-dollar return").

Are cleaning fees and deposits taxable?
· Cleaning Fees: Generally, mandatory charges such as cleaning fees, extra guest fees, and pet fees are subject to the lodging tax as part of the total transaction cost.
· Deposits: Refundable fees, such as security deposits, are not subject to lodging taxes. 

What if a guest has booked prior to the enforcement of lodging taxes?
Property owners are responsible for collecting lodging tax from guests with reservations beginning on July 1, 2026, regardless of the booking date. 

What happens if I don't remit the taxes?
· Failure to comply with tax collection and remittance requirements can result in fines, penalties, and interest charges. Maintaining detailed records of all income, expenses, and taxes collected is crucial for compliance and in case of an audit. 
· Understanding your tax obligations as a short-term rental host is crucial for running a legitimate and profitable short-term rental business. While STR platforms collect and remit certain taxes automatically in some jurisdictions, hosts are ultimately responsible for compliance with all applicable tax laws.
· Consider consulting with a tax professional who specializes in short-term rentals to ensure you're meeting all your tax obligations and maximizing potential deductions. Proper tax compliance not only helps you avoid penalties but also contributes to the tourism development and community improvements that make Union County attractive to visitors.
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