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MIDWEST

How Midwest Battleground is transforming the
Heartland into esports’ next frontier

America’s heartland isquietly upending the digital arena. Midwest Battleground isn't just another
tournament—it's esports’ evolutionary blueprint. While coastal events chase spectacle and prize
money, this regional powerhouse builds something far more transformative: an ecosystem
where collegiate talent, education innovators, and tech developers converge to demonstrate
that gaming's future infrastructure isn't event-based but community-centered.

level of participation,” explains the
DuPage Sports Commission, the
501(c)(3) organization powering this
gaming juggernaut. With industry
heavyweights ZOTAC USA as presenting

DIGITAL DOMINANCE

When over 575 participants from ten
states converged in DuPage County

this February, they transformed Lisle, sponsor and CDW providing tier-one
Illinois into the epicenter of competitive support, Midwest Battleground has
gaming. The 2025 edition, hosted at secured crucial validation that this isn't
the Sheraton Lisle Naperville, delivered just another local tournament—it's the

four premier collegiate tournaments next evolution in competitive gaming
(Overwatch 2, Valorant, Rocket League, infrastructure.

and Super Smash Bros. Ultimate) with BEYOND THE SCREEN

over $10,000 in total prize money.

What began as a regional competition
has evolved into a cross-state esports
phenomenon, drawing elite collegiate
teams from lllinois, Indiana, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan,
South Dakota, North Carolina, and
New York.

What distinguishes Midwest
Battleground isn't just the high-stakes
matches—it's the comprehensive
approach to developing complete
esports citizens through a robust
educational framework.

The three-day extravaganza featured

“Gaming is huge—yet the level
the Illinois High School Esports

of support does not match the

Association’s Super Smash Bros. Ultimate State
Championship alongside a staggering array of learning
opportunities: hands-on PC building workshops led by
LANFest, Minecraft educational sessions by CS4IL, and
NASEF's innovative Farmcraft® workshop—a program
so impactful it was highlighted at the UN World Food
Forum.

“ZOTAC USA is proud to support Midwest Battleground
because it combines competitive esports, community
engagement, and hands-on learning—all in one event.
It's a strong model for how gaming can bring people
together and build future opportunities.”

ECOSYSTEM ARCHITECTS

For educators and parents, panels like “Get Equipped
for Leadership in the World of Scholastic Esports” and
“Value of Esports” delivered research-backed insights
into how gaming develops crucial skills beyond the
screen. Collegiate program directors and coaches
offered invaluable guidance through dedicated panels,
connecting aspiring players with academic pathways.

The Vendor Village, ESTA's networking events, and a
comprehensive College/University Fair transformed
what could have been just competition into a complete
industry ecosystem—creating connections that will
sustain careers long after the final match.

“Midwest Battleground is a catalyst for growth in the
Chicago esports community,” says Mark Smithivas,
Director of Operations at CS4IL and parent of a high
school esports player. “Its impact extends beyond
Chicago, setting the stage for the Midwest to emerge as
a vibrant hub for esports.”

THE ROAD AHEAD

As planning accelerates for the 2026 edition, expansion
seems inevitable. This year's 42 collegiate teams—
including powerhouses like Michigan State University,
DePaul University, UNC Greensboro, and Syracuse
University—represent just the beginning.

For sponsors eyeing the next frontier in esports
engagement, Midwest Battleground offers strategic
partnership opportunities ranging from $3,750 to
$15,000, each providing graduated levels of exposure to
this highly coveted demographic.

In an industry where $183 billion in gaming revenue
dwarfs both digital music and box office combined, the
prize isn't just regional pride—it's securing a foundation
in entertainment’s most dynamic sector.

The esports revolution has found its cormmand center,
and it's transmitting from the American heartland.

Learn more about Midwest Battleground and partnership

opportunities at dupagesportscommission.com

Advertorial provided by DuPage Sports Commission
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