In the days when pirates ruled the high seas, many were known to ply the waters near
Panama City Beach. Though some say these swashbuckling scallywags left naught but
footprints in the white sandy beaches to tell of their passing, another legend of pirate
treasure and heroic battles tells a different tale.

The famous pirate Dominique Youx and his loyal krewe are remembered today for saving
the city in a time of peril. This story has been passed down for generations, and today
merrymakers of all stripes visit Panama City Beach over Columbus Day weekend to relive
the legend with a celebration worthy of the legendary pirates themselves.

According to the old legend, Dominique Youx and his krewe were beloved in Panama City
Beach for sharing their plunder, which sparkled in the sun from nets stretched over the
town center. Invading pirates, and a fierce battle for those jewels, however, sparked a
battle still remembered and recreated in modern times.

As the story goes, the people of Panama City Beach were in a great state of fear — they had
learned of an invasion planned by unfriendly pirates who intended to strip the town of all
its riches! Dominique Youx quickly organized the townspeople and his krewe, and hatched
a plan. Heralded by the call of the conch shell, all people - young and old - gathered at
the town center (now known as Pier Park) where the treasure-laden nets were cut open
and the jewels fell into the waiting arms of the townspeople who carried them off to hide
from the invading pirates. A great battle ensued, and the invading pirates were driven off.
In celebration, the townspeople and the Krewe of Dominque Youx paraded around the
streets and shot off a wild display of fireworks.

Many a pirate legend might end there, as this one might have, but the pirate invaders were
not done yet. Word came from the fastest runners in the town that the pirates had circled
around to Panama City Beach's legendary harbor, the Grand [agoon! The townsfolks again
rallied, forming a flotilla of ships and driving the

scoundrels back to sea once and for all.

The ruthless pirates sailed off into the sunset and
were never seen again, but the battle was never
forgotten, and each year it is recreated to honor
those brave pirates and townspeople, and to keep
alive the legend of the Pirates of the High Seas.
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