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“It's s good that the World Wide Web Conterence was held here in 2010."

eleigh's convention tenter opeaced s deors just 1 davs before
Tt sl anstilutions arowmd e worhl Began collapaing anil

he crasl of 2008 began

But what could have been a financial disaster for North Caralinas
vapilal city, which hod invested beavily in the huge duwatiwvn facilily:

sparked o rebirth instead,

inFebruary, Forbes magazine dechired Raleigh
the second-fastest-growing city in the country.
Last year, jobs grew at a rale of 244 pereenl, and
the papulation, hy 215 percent, Only Austin,
Texas, forged abead aster,

Home 1o cight colleges and unwversitios,
Raleigh has a casnal, friendly Mair. Fven taxi
drivers get iraining in how to make visitars feel
welcome,

“They are often the hirst person someon:
meets when coming to Rakeigh,” saicl LR Obiver,
the Greater Raleigh Conveation and Vistors
Bureau’s direclor ul sales,

An upbeal and walkable Southern cily of
425000, Raleigh is uset? o Bvugg un Lhe edgr
ILhe Researeh drinngle 1L shares with Durhom
and Chapel 10l and therr universities - North
Carulina State, Duke and Uhe Urniversity of
Nurth Caroling — has drawn ferward-leanming
businesses to the region for more than 50 years,
170 are now {ocated there,

ihe city has embellished its high-tech repu-
tation with museums, gallenies: Testivals and
free outdoar Wi-Fi. More than 125 eateries and
pubs ofter fnods of ali flavors, althangh barhe-
cue rules now and forever in North Carolina,

Free hybrid clectric buses cireulate through-
ot the city, making il vasy 10 park yonr car in
oite of Raleigh's reasonably priced gareges and
el whire you wanl 1o go withoul dreving,

“Raleigh is a plare fo meet i, sleep in and bhe
entertained,” said Laurie Okun, the cunvention
tenler's direclor of sales

Convention Center Campus

Much of the action Lakes place along histore
Fayeltevitle Streel, anchored al one end by the
stale Capitol and the other end by the Duke
Lnergy Cenler for Lhe Performing Arls

A statue of Sir Waller Raleigh, the cilv’s
namesake, is often dressed up for special oeca
sions on what's known as the Convention
Center Campus.

The $221 rallion, four=ticr Raleigh Convention
Ceater is Silver TFED-cortitied with abuwndant
natural light and vaulted space. Light flows inta
meeting ronms through vitnnes, glass rases
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Raleigh, North Carolina

LOCATION
Wke Coanty in rorireas: centra’ North
Caralina

ACCESS
Raleigh-Ourham Interatiora Arpani
Accessbla from 140, 1-6a0, [-70

MAJOR MEETING SPACES
Raleigh Corveeniion Cenler, Duke Lnergy
Comer for the Performung Aris
Mcrimman Contor

HOTEL ROOMS
1,000 withir a mile ol the conventior center
16,300 in Groarer Raieigh area {Waxe County,

OFFSITE VENUES
North Caralina Muzeum of Art, North
Carolina Muzeum of Natu-al Sciances,
Angus Barn, Pavil on and Wne Ca lar,
Marsimon-Wynne House. North Carolina
State Fairgrounds.

CONTACT INFO
Gregaler Ralegh CVE
800 B49 8449
wirw visiirdloigh.com

that chsplay art aml buoks.

The conventiun center hay 500,000 syuare feel of eveal space, 1t
includes o 32000-sguire-foul ballrvom with o 12000-syuare-foot
fover, 20 meeting rooms seating 48 to 584 prople and o massive
150000 square fool exhibidion hall that can be divided in thisds.

it also has in-house catening, 12 teuck bays
anel 4.0 parking spaces nearby. Wi-Fi, although
not free, is robust.

“Is s good that the Word Wide Web
Conferenee was held here in 20107 Okun said.

The conventinn cenfer’s ontside hark wall is
adorned with 4 shimmer mural. Lighted  at
night, it feahures an oak Iree, Raleigh's symbal,

Resicle it, nn Jand that contd be vsed for con-
vention cenfer expansion if warranted someday,
is it 6,000=sval vutdonr amphitheater where the
city halds 25 to 30 concerts each summer.

Duke Cuergy Center for the Performing Arts,
home to ballet, svmphony upera and Useater,
rounts pul the campus. 1ls 89000 square leel of
veralile space includes o 2,500-seat aunditurium,
¢ 1700-seal concert hall and 1wo smaller the
dlers.

Adjacent Hotels

Two holels alongsale the convention cenler
have 7%% guest rooms anid additional meeting
space.

he 400-room Raleigh Mareatt City Center,
built ar the same time as the convention conter,
is connected 1o it by esralator. This sunumes the
hotet will undergo an 58 million renovation of
its lbby, restaurant and mecting space. Gurst
ronms will be redene in 206 nsing a new pal-
ette of neutral colors.

This Marnolls 15,000 sqpuare Teed ol meeling
space incldes a Y0t0=square=tood ballroom
that can be divided inte six rooms, a simaller
Lallroom that can be dividet] uto three rooms,
lour meeting rooms for 18 o 24 and a buard-
roum. A setomd buardruom will be adued <ur-
g Lhis summer's renovalion.

Adjucent o the convention center, the Sheralon
Raleizh Hotel has 535 guest rovms and 20,000
square Jeet of meeting spece. Che holel reno-
valed its lobby. restavrant and mecting space
last year, opting for an arched grotte motif

I'wo ballrooms, enc 5,000 square feet and the
uther 4,500 square feet, have ample prefunclion
space and can be divided inte smaller ronms. in
addition, there are eight meeting roonms amnd a
boardroon,

A Marriott Residlenee Tnn will add 120 roams
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¥
By Avses Wikipigs
Whals skeletocs and seshorsss anlven events held at Raleigh's Museum of Natural Scences.

"We can do anything here from mechanical bulls to casinos.”

to duvnluwn Relesglt's ruster when il opens in 2005,

Beyond Downtown

“Iwa hotels beyond the dmvniown are also important for merting
planners” said Olrver. "Embussy Suttes near the airport hus 275 suites
aml 20000 square feer of mecting space. I consistently ranks lops
within s hrand.”

And the tHilon North Raleigh./Viidiewn, she said, has 30,000 square
feet of mecting space that can he
divided into 20 rooms.

Raleigh is alkn home to one of
twa North Carolina hotels that
hald hoth Farbes FivesStar and
AAA Five Diamond ratings The
Umsteard llotel and Spa on 12
Breaulebislly Torclse preek aeres migh
be perfect for a high-end meeting
or event. It has 10,200 square feet
of meeling space, art exhituts thal
chunge every six monlhs and suiles
thal open ontu o lawn,

Venue with Regional Flair

A vompact city where vou can get
anywhere, incuding the airport, 1n
about 20 minutes, Ralcigh alsy has
meeting, reception and event ven
ucs that reflect the region,

The Angus Barn, Pavilion and Wine Cellar. a 54=vear Raleigh trad -
tion, mamics a harn with hay feeders, farm implements and gingham
tablecloths.

But just dmenstairs from its 630-seat restaurant is @ wine ceflar that
for the fast 200 years has won Wine Spectatars Grand Asward for having

28 Destination Showcase

wne of U workls Lop-100 wine lists; ils B3 papes lone with LBOO items,
There are 25,000 bottles in thal wine cellar bndluding an 1880 Madeira
that cusls $3,000. Two privale rooms are available for tstings and din-
ners for groups of 12 10 36 people.

Upstairs, there's o private dining room for 100 and a cigar lounge
with its own steward.

Eight vears ago, the Angus Barn added a pavilion that can seat 350,
Three of its walls retract 1o the open air overlooking a lake with a
fountain. The fireplace is built of
robblestones  that once  paved
Fayetievitle Strect, and  trosses
overhead came from a pre-Civil
Yrar munitions fartory.

“An onkloer patin can hold 500
for a reception,” said cvent coordi-
natar Kelly Joslin "W can do any-
thing here from mechanical bulls
to casinos.”

Ot the campus o Nurth Ceruling
Slale Universily, the McKimmon
Confereiwe and Training Center is
geared for edutational meetings. It
has 37000 square feel of meviing
spact, including 25 flexible break
vul rooms, und 700 (ree parking
spaces. The cenler can hosl meet-
ings for 12 to 1,200,

When not being used for the state

By bty
fair in Qctober, the 44-atre North Caroling Stale Fairgrounds offers
3FAN00 sqquare feet of spare indaars and outdoars, for cvents and trade
shows. The Za10-seat Dorton Arena, designed by Polish architeer Macie)
Nowicki, features an extraterrestrial, sadefle-shaped roof supported by
stee] cables,

www.sinallmarketmeetings.com



Smithsonian of the South

Over the years, Rakeigh las earned ihe moni-
ker “Smithsomian of the South” for its renuw ned
museains. Mast are free: they alw host mechimgs
and cvents,

Rudins “Naked Muse. Witlioul Arms™ wreets
suests ol the North Caroling Museum of Ari; il
has the secund-largest collection of Radin sculp-
lures in the country:

the nations first state-funded ol museum
moved to its 164-acre art park in the 19865 and
added a second bullding of galleries in 2010,

“Art starts the tonversation here,” said Morgan
Greer director of special events, wha coordinates
everything from mectings in the museum's 272-
seal auditngium o receptions and dinners. lor
seveml hundred people in arcas adjacent to the
gallerres.

Tin North Caraling Musenm ol Natural
Sciente’s now wing, the Nature Rescarch Center,
is hard 10 nviss with its three=story globe, the
Daily Planel,

A fourth-flour conference center accommo-
ilades meetings for 15 10 200 i four rooms.,
Receptions in Lhe conlerence conler’s lover pyer-
louk g wreen rool lerrace and g swoopig 90-foot
“Mash ribbon™ that electronically portrays the
patierns from ramdrops 1o flocking birds,

The museum also has an auditorium for 260
und a 31 theater

Alter hours. the museum will host receplions
for 250 or dinners for 120 amidst natural wonders
like a gigantic shark jaw. whale skeletons and o
live seahorse exhibit,

Beautiful Bones and a Light Touch

e newest of Raleigh’s event venues is the
historic Merrimon=¥ynne House, which opened
in January.

The restared 1276 homc, built for & judge, has
beautiful aeebitertural hones, W can weat 170 for
dinner or host recephions for 250, A one-acre
love outside can be tented for 200,

Raleigh can be tounted on for quirky fun yrar-
round. Theres o bowling alley with meeling
rooms that feattre their own private Jasses. A fall
Bluegrass Feslival packs Fayelteville Streel for o
weeh wilth more lhan 30 Lands.

And the NC State student-inspired  Krispy
Kreme Challenge tests the iness and gasiro-
nomic fortitude of 8600 people cach February as
they run five miles and gobble o dozen dough
ruts within an hour. el for a good cause: raising
meney for the North Caroling  Children's
Hospital.

There's a vouthful, high-tech feel here in
Ralcigh - a rebirth,
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smallMarkel

CONFERENCE
Enjoy GROWING Possibilities with SMMC

Netwarking, Seminars, Promations, Marketplace Showcase and MORE!

September . 28 thru 30 . 2014
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Or visit our website for onling registration and details...
smallmarketmeetingsconference.com

Build lasting relationships with over 100 Mooting Planners!

Experience a new meeting market. Register toda y for 2014!
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INCLUDES
2 Nights Stay! ...

17 evtig Prares izt

BEST CHOICE
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Fraught iz va 1 =y the Group Travel Famiby_ | GROUP TRAUEL

grouptraveltamity.com
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