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Hoteliers gain clarity with World Cup group draw release

United States gets Paraguay, Australia in Group D

FIFA President Gianni Infantino (L) speaks during the FIFA World Cup 2026 Official Draw with (L-R) U.S. President Donald Trump, Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum, and Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Dec. 5, 2025 in Washington, D.C. (Photo by Andrew

Harnik/Getty Images) (Getty Images)

By Trevor Simpson
CoStar News

December 8, 2025 | 8:56 AM

The day that hoteliers have been waiting for has finally come: The group draw for the 2026 FIFA World Cup in North America

has been released.

Each group is separated into four teams who will face off against each other once in the group stage to try and qualify for the
knockout stage. Thirty-two of the 48 teams will advance to the knockout stage. Each of the 12 group winners will

automatically advance, and the remaining qualifiers will make it based on record and goal differential.

The official schedule of each group stage match has also been released, providing hoteliers with the ability to plan for the

teams and fanbases that will come through their cities. The group stage will take place between June 11-27.
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There's six spots still up for grabs from teams awaiting qualification.
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The United States is paired with Paraguay, Australia and one of Turkey, Slovakia, Kosovo or Romania. The United States will
face off against Paraguay in its first group stage match on June 12, 2026 in Inglewood, California. Its second match will be on

June 19, 2026, against Australia in Seattle.

The top seven most impactful international fan bases listed in Tourism Economics' report on hotel demand expectations for

the tournament — England, France, Brazil, Argentina, Portugal, Germany and Spain — are in different groups among the 12.
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Hoteliers hope to net global demand surge from 2026 FIFA World Cup > >

North America is hosting the quadrennial soccer tournament for the first time since 1994. It will span 39 days, beginning on

June 11, 2026, and concluding on July 19, 2026, in East Rutherford, New Jersey.
This will be the largest World Cup in history both in terms of the field of teams — 48 — and total matches — 104.

Click here to read more hotel news on CoStar Hotels.
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