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Rick Stopfer
Mayor

May 30, 2025

The Honorable Greg Abbott
Governor of Texas

Dear Governor Abbott:

The City of Irving respectfully requests that you issue a veto on Senate Bill 840, dealing with
multi-family housing in city zoning districts.

As passed by the Legislature, SB 840 will allow multi-family construction in virtually any zoning
district in the city except for single family, or heavy industrial. New multi-family projects
constructed under SB 840 would not be subject to a zoning case that would normally allow
nearby residents to support or oppose a project. It further doesn’t allow analysis of the project’s
impact on traffic, roadway capacity, or parking on adjacent or nearby streets. This could create
access problems for public safety personnel and vehicles.

More than 55 percent of Irving’s housing stock is already some form of multi-family, mostly
apartments. The city does not have a significant amount of vacant land available for
construction of any kind. Furthermore, the city’s infrastructure systems have been built out
over many years based on the {and uses identified in its zoning regulations and future land use
plan. SB 840 opens much of the city for additional multi-family units, which would overwhelm
public services such as water, sewer, and roadway infrastructure that were not designed for
such dense development. By targeting only large cities, SB 840 will result in an unhealthy glut of
multi-family development in larger cities while sparing smaller suburban communities where
growth demand in Texas is the greatest.

Irving remains an enthusiastic partner with the State of Texas on economic development
projects. SB 840 will impair future economic development by reducing the availability of prime
commercial real estate in larger cities like Irving as available land is instead used, or re-used, to
increase residential density in areas where it will be difficult to accommodate.
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In an urban environment, careful and thoughtful consideration of land use decisions will
typically result in a healthy balance of residential and commercial development. The challenges
of housing availability and affordability are complex and require a similar balanced and
thoughtful approach. SB 840 is neither balanced nor thoughtful and unwittingly creates far
more serious and systemic problems than it purports to solve.

Please veto 5B 840.

Sincerely,
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Richard H. Stopfer, Mayor
City of Irving
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