
Meetings Outlook in Flux
The year started out on a high note, with
meeting and event planners anticipating a big
upswing in everything from headcounts to
bookings. Now that high note is less clear —
what a difference a few months has made.

While it’s just a snapshot, not yet a trend, Meeting Professionals International’s Q2 2025 Meetings
Outlook survey found that fewer than a third of meeting professionals and hospitality partners
anticipate favorable business conditions over the next year, while well over half (57%) think things
are not going to shape up well moving forward.

This is a big nosedive from Q1, where the survey found almost 70% anticipating a good year for
meetings and events and just around 10% thought it was going to be a tough year for them.

It’s even a bigger dose of negativity than planners and hospitality professionals expressed in MPI’s
quarterly survey in Q2 2020, just as the scope of the effect the COVID-19 pandemic on meetings
and events was beginning to become apparent. Back then, as meeting cancellations began to
snowball due to travel restrictions and moratoriums on group gatherings, 36% still thought the next
12 months would be good for their business, compared to 31% in Q2 2025.

While the results are disheartening, the survey responses also were collected between March 31
and April 11, which was a very unsettled, and unsettling, period in time. As results were being
collected, U.S. President Donald Trump announced his “reciprocal tariff” plan and 10% tariffs on
imports from most countries. China punched back just as hard, announcing steep tariffs of its own
on imported U.S. goods. The financial markets went on a dizzying roller-coaster as a result, with
stock exchanges around the world experiencing the biggest selloffs since the start of the pandemic.
Then Trump announced he was pausing the reciprocal tariffs for 90 days and things began to
stabilize somewhat, but that volatility had an obvious effect on meeting planner outlooks for the rest
of the year.

Continue

Free Subscription to
MeetingMentor Online

Enter Email

About ConferenceDirect
ConferenceDirect is a global
meetings solutions company
offering site selection/contract
negotiation, conference
management, housing &
registration services, mobile app
technology and strategic meetings
management solutions. It provides
expertise to 4,400+ associations,
corporations, and sporting
authorities through our 400+ global
associates.
www.conferencedirect.com

About MeetingMentor
MeetingMentor, is a business
journal for senior meeting planners
that is distributed in print and digital
editions to the clients, prospects,
and associates of
ConferenceDirect, which handles
over 13,000 worldwide meetings,
conventions, and incentives
annually.
www.meetingmentormag.com

Home Past Issues Past e-Newsletters Subscribe Advertise Contact Us

May 2025

 Share  Tweet  Pin  Email  Share

5/13/25, 11:16 AM Meeting Mentor Magazine

https://www.meetingmentormag.com/may-2025/are-meetings-going-from-boom-to-bust/?utm_source=campaigner&utm_campaign=may2025&utm_me… 1/2

https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=799__zoneid=1__cb=2d8249bfd9__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caesars.com%2Fmeetings%2Frfp%3Futm_campaign%3Dconference-direct-05.06.25%26utm_medium%3Dleaderboard-a-banner%26utm_source%3Dconference-direct%26utm_content%3Dleaderboard-a-banner%26utm_term%3Dcaesars-meetings
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=799__zoneid=1__cb=2d8249bfd9__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caesars.com%2Fmeetings%2Frfp%3Futm_campaign%3Dconference-direct-05.06.25%26utm_medium%3Dleaderboard-a-banner%26utm_source%3Dconference-direct%26utm_content%3Dleaderboard-a-banner%26utm_term%3Dcaesars-meetings
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=800__zoneid=5__cb=09b8da4221__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thisiscleveland.com%2Fmeetings%3Futm_source%3DConferenceDirect%26utm_medium%3DMay2025%26utm_campaign%3DMeetings2025
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=800__zoneid=5__cb=09b8da4221__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thisiscleveland.com%2Fmeetings%3Futm_source%3DConferenceDirect%26utm_medium%3DMay2025%26utm_campaign%3DMeetings2025
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/march-2025/hopes-and-headcounts-on-the-rise/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=804__zoneid=9__cb=109dcd7f39__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitgreaterpalmsprings.com%2Fmeetings%2F%3Futm_source%3DConference%2BDirect%26utm_medium%3DeNewsletter%26utm_campaign%3DThe%2BOasis%2BIs%2BReal%2B2025
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=805__zoneid=10__cb=15f68e529a__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fthepalmbeaches.com%2Fmeetings
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=801__zoneid=2__cb=5d189c1b82__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fortworth.com%2Fmeetings%2Fincentives%2F
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=801__zoneid=2__cb=5d189c1b82__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fortworth.com%2Fmeetings%2Fincentives%2F
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=802__zoneid=3__cb=e235221961__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fexplorestlouis.com%2Fmpiwec2025%2F
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=802__zoneid=3__cb=e235221961__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fexplorestlouis.com%2Fmpiwec2025%2F
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=803__zoneid=4__cb=8cf854db96__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irvingtexas.com%2Fmeetings%2F
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=803__zoneid=4__cb=8cf854db96__oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irvingtexas.com%2Fmeetings%2F
http://www.conferencedirect.com/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/past-issues/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/past-e-newsletters/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/subscribe/
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/wp-content/uploads/MMMediaKit2526.pdf
https://www.meetingmentormag.com/contact-us/


MORE ARTICLES FROM THIS ISSUE:

Marriott CEO Reaffirms Commitment to Spirit of DEI
8 Livestreaming Hacks to Take Your Events to the Next Level
Book Bash Goes Bust
Who’s Who at ConferenceDirect

Meeting and event planners, like financial markets, don’t respond well to the uncertainty such wide
fluctuations can cause, or the impact it can have on their own businesses and those of their supplier
partners. Hence the dramatic drop in optimism — the worst in the 12 years MPI has been
conducting its quarterly Meetings Outlook surveys.

As disheartening as the Q2 2025 Meetings Outlook survey — which received a total of 230 unique
responses (53 percent from suppliers, 47 percent from planners) — may be, the parallels between
2020 and 2025 aren’t exact. Specifically, budget and in-person attendance projections are still ahead
of where they were in pandemic times.

Stay tuned for an update when MPI releases the full report, which will be published later this month.
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