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PUBLIC AFFAIRS UPDATE

U.S. Travel Association Update on Brand USA and Reconciliation Priorities

I wanted to share an update on the reconciliation process and how we have been working to
advance U.S. Travel priorities, in particular restoring full funding for Brand USA. Please find
updates below, and thank you to everyone who has contributed to our advocacy efforts.

What we’ve done: A nationwide blitz of lobbying and grassroots.

Following the release of Chairman Cruz’s bill that cut Brand USA’s funding, we held repeated
meetings with staff from the Senate Commerce Committee, secured strong support from
Republican Committee members to oppose the cuts, and launched a coordinated Texas and
national grassroots campaign. We also worked with Senate Democrats to develop a
parliamentary challenge to the funding cuts under the Byrd Rule that limits what can be
included in reconciliation bills.

A full rundown of our extensive lobbying and grassroots outreach is below.

Where we are: Funding cuts are still included, but opportunities remain.

The most recent draft of Chairman Cruz’s reconciliation bill still cuts Brand USA funding by
80%, reducing it to $20 million annually. According to Chairman Cruz’s staff, the original plan
was to eliminate Brand USA’s funding entirely, but the amount was increased to $20 million
after hearing objections from Republican colleagues, following direct lobbying engagement by
U.S. Travel.

But our work isn’t finished and there are still opportunities to fully restore Brand USA’s funding
before final passage in the Senate – including through the amendments process and
expected changes from Senate Republican Leadership. Our conversations with Senate
offices are constant and ongoing, and our grassroots outreach continues.

U.S. Travel wins in reconciliation.

Beyond Brand USA, we continue working to secure broader travel infrastructure and security
investments critical to the industry’s long-term growth and global competitiveness.

Air Traffic Control Modernization

Both the House and Senate reconciliation bills include a $12.5 billion down payment to
modernize the National Airspace System—supporting updates to air traffic control technology,
physical infrastructure, and workforce development. This is a major step forward for travel
efficiency, safety, and capacity.
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Homeland Security Provisions

The Senate draft includes several of U.S. Travel’s top priorities in the homeland security
section of the bill:

$4.1 billion to hire and train at least 5,000 additional U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) officers for ports of entry

$2 billion in CBP retention bonuses to help address staffing shortfalls

$673 million to expand and deploy a biometric entry-exit system at air, land, and sea
ports $500 million to support state and local efforts to detect and respond to
unmanned aircraft system (UAS) threats

$625 million for security, planning, and operations related to the 2026 FIFA World
Cup hosted in the U.S.

$1 billion for security and planning support for the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic
Games in Los Angeles

State of play on the overall reconciliation bill.

Senate and White House leaders still aim to pass the reconciliation bill in the coming days
and return it to the House of Representatives before the July 4 deadline. However, ongoing
negotiations and the removal of other provisions for Byrd Rule violations have added
uncertainty to this timeline and final passage.

We remain fully engaged to ensure Brand USA funding is restored and our priorities are
included in a final package. We will continue to work closely with our allies in Congress and
the administration to ensure these priorities are preserved in the final legislation that reaches
the President’s desk.

Thank you for your engagement in this process. We will continue to keep you informed as
reconciliation plays out.

By the numbers:  A nationwide campaign to restore Brand USA’s funding.

We have launched a comprehensive grassroots and grasstops campaign to protect Brand
USA funding and maintain sustained pressure on congressional and administration decision-
makers and the administration.

Grassroots Mobilization

More than 2,500 letters sent to all 100 Senate offices

Industry sign-on letters include:
National industry-wide letter with nearly 500 signers from every segment of the
travel industry

Texas travel industry letter

New York travel industry letter

Texas-specific impact examples & U.S. Travel member testimonies were delivered
directly to Chairman Cruz

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fustravel.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DRML3XUm3Pl1R9DRy7oWrmA~~%26pe%3D_3NTXaJEsB_4s3KyVSS8V7YXrHMw-WMcDATNp888dKrPrAqxZXtSGKNz4k-zYLE8u47MnxWuWj3ngkCSIrApPg~~%26t%3DW8TXK7Gp9gb4PiZMUcRzRw~~___.YXAzOmlydmluZ3RleGFzOmE6bzo2ZDE5ODc0N2NkYTA1ZjMxMDg4NGEzYmQ2MjJkZmU1Zjo3OjVhZWQ6ZGZkYjk0ZTQxN2EzNmZlYWExNjg5ZDA0OWUwNzI4ODIxMGVhOTZiZjU2NmZjZjI4MjYxNTk0ZDRkZWI5NDM1MDpoOlQ6Tg&data=05%7C02%7Cmgast%40irvingtexas.com%7C063b9d2ac4df410e972008ddb5b1dc76%7C03ab514f01804bca8f9a82b29736ba0f%7C0%7C0%7C638866497894322552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0AiY3ZWy0%2FDgrN85EfmUJv0S3x4mFnxA0mFgBPjMgHM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fustravel.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DRML3XUm3Pl1R9DRy7oWrmA~~%26pe%3DPeyrDUj4K2t4T0DC6hN8O6fuz89Y5mS9a7gANE6lPw7DV5rNaeIzbqRiafuaKtATxhBo-J9Kjinh7vE6R-WAHg~~%26t%3DW8TXK7Gp9gb4PiZMUcRzRw~~___.YXAzOmlydmluZ3RleGFzOmE6bzo2ZDE5ODc0N2NkYTA1ZjMxMDg4NGEzYmQ2MjJkZmU1Zjo3OmQ3Y2Y6NmE1MTM0ZTRhYjliY2FhYTU2MWRiMTM2YzE4YmJkZTdlMDhiZTQ5MjdhMzBjZTQyNzMzNGVjMjViZDFkZmUxMjpoOlQ6Tg&data=05%7C02%7Cmgast%40irvingtexas.com%7C063b9d2ac4df410e972008ddb5b1dc76%7C03ab514f01804bca8f9a82b29736ba0f%7C0%7C0%7C638866497894365074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BztUo7LFv0woK1rDcRfFzIS1rqjVwovohPxdtlQ9hGw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Fustravel.mmsend.com%2Flink.cfm%3Fr%3DRML3XUm3Pl1R9DRy7oWrmA~~%26pe%3DJjrmLoa06IhfERdxi2nxRynHtysAxzRVU1Q-LTFvb1WSO8vk1GRMv1XfNOJePChk0ZeKAlCEw3KpM0qTXqTJSQ~~%26t%3DW8TXK7Gp9gb4PiZMUcRzRw~~___.YXAzOmlydmluZ3RleGFzOmE6bzo2ZDE5ODc0N2NkYTA1ZjMxMDg4NGEzYmQ2MjJkZmU1Zjo3OjcxNjU6MmQ2N2YxZDY1NmVjYTU4MDkyNjU0ZTE1ZjQyOWMxOGU2YTg3MDQ5NGJhOWYxYzJiMmM2MGUwMGFjZDYzNWU0MzpoOlQ6Tg&data=05%7C02%7Cmgast%40irvingtexas.com%7C063b9d2ac4df410e972008ddb5b1dc76%7C03ab514f01804bca8f9a82b29736ba0f%7C0%7C0%7C638866497894404926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bk0W0m8%2Fnui2uOotKR%2FMkVvo7WLmD0osSt4dAhTcPtA%3D&reserved=0


Grassroots Engagement

Direct outreach to every Republican member of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation: Senators Thune, Cruz, Wicker, Fischer, Moran, Sullivan,
Blackburn, Young, Budd, Schmitt, Curtis, Moreno, Sheehy, Moore Capito and Lummis

Additional outreach to key senators beyond the committee: Boozman, Britt, Cantwell,
Gillibrand, Hagerty, Hyde-Smith, Klobuchar, Moody, Mullin, Ossoff, Peters, Schumer,
Rick Scott and Warnock

U.S. Travel Administration Engagement

Office of Management and Budget

Department of Commerce's Office of Legislative Affairs

Secretary Howard Lutnick at the United States Department of Commerce

Secretary Sean Duffy at the United States Department of Transportation

White House Office of Legislative Affairs

Each was urged to elevate the Brand USA funding issue directly with Senate
Republican leadership and advocate for full restoration through the remaining stages
of the legislative process.

U.S. Travel continues to advance strategic conversations around Brand USA both on and off
Capitol Hill. These engagements are helping to keep the issue active and elevate
opportunities for resolution as reconciliation moves forward.

Best,

Tori Barnes

Tori Barnes
Executive Vice President, Public Affairs and Policy
U.S. Travel Association
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