‘Page 8K Sunday, October 19, 2003: zltningjumiugﬁews =
o .
e b s W - B
e
el * iy ‘;f', { P i v o
| R A | ST 2
: mm@ | Letters from Readers - ‘
dallasnews com | 44325W. Airport Freeway, Suité 100
F’XX o . Irving, Texas 75062 °
972-594«-1359

: ' Rod Dreher, lead editorial writer for Irvmg,

-can be reached 4t 214-977-8948 or rdieher@dallasnews.com,
‘Henry Tatum, assistant editorial page editor for suburbs, -

‘can be reached at 214-977-8258 or hmtum@da]lasnews com.

common good. Kudos all around — and please, don'tlet up.

Thin}ﬂfng Small

Convention bureau is

onto something good
The Irving Convention and Visitors Bureau is mahing

smart moves in its push for more business. Rather than

. grieving over the City Council’s decision to put plans for

a new $178 miillion convention center on hold, the bureau js
targeting smaller. groups.

The strategy is a clever one that could put Irvmg in a good
place among North Texas cities battling for visitors’ “dollars.
Many groupshave become hesitant to book into the larger fa-
cilities during these tough economic times. They don‘t need the
‘space and certainly don't need the costs. With 80 hotels, Irving

- offers’ convenierice and ample space for smaller conventions
and gatherings, -

We commend the Irving Converition and Visitors Bureau
“for'seeing an opportunity and moving quickly toward it.
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Rop DREHER

o matter how fas_t-f)a.ced
. your life has been in the. .

past couple of years, Jorge

Hernandez . Pro f?\l?lly has youbeat.

In 2001, the Irving native grad-
uated from Nimitz High School,
married ‘his high school sweet-
heart, joined the U.S. Army and
became a father; This past April,
Spe. Hernandez shipped out to
Iraq to serve as a medic. He has
sirice busied himself doing things

like, oh, saving lives, having dinner-

with Defense Secretary Donald
‘Rumsfeld: and winning his regi-
ment’s Soldier of the Year award.
A number of: ~21-year-olds are
still ambling around, either in or
out of school, trying to figure out

| what to do with their lives, and

waiting for the world to make good

on the living they believe it owes

them Spc Hernandez and wife
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which too many young people are .
complainers and procrastinators,
the Hernandezes are believers and
doers. It’s humbling to think .of
how much they carry on their
shoulders,and how gracefully they
have risen to the challenge. Spe.
Heéemandez enlisted in the military
-on Sept. 9, 2001 — two days before
the terrorist attacks that drew the
United Statesinto war. Nobody
would have blamed the Hernan-
dezes for cursing their rotten luck:.
But that’s not what they did.'Says
Mrs. Hernandez, “After-9-11 hap-
pened, my husband was even more
proud that he had enlisted. We re-
ally beheve everythlng happens for
areason.”

. After Spc; Hernandez ﬁmshed
months of specialized training, he
got his orders for Iraq in April. “I
was very, very proud that he was
-going overseas,” says hiswife. “Ire-
fused to cry, T didn't want his las
sight of me to be with miascara
smeared and all that. We're very
proudtobea hlihmry family.”
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