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Sunday, January-16, 2005

Frving Morning ﬁems :

Texas Stadium should be used,

By WILLIAM H. BRANDES
Guest Columnist

A previous Voices of Irving
question on what to do with Texas
Stadium (Sunday, Nov. 14, 2004)
seems to lean to demolition and
new development. Now that the
City Council is starting to think
about this issue, Irving needs to
find the right answer, and I am not
sure demolition is the best one.

Having been involved with
both the design and construction
phases of the stadium, I am proba-
bly somewhat biased in my feel-
ings and would like to see the sta-
dium saved and be converted to
some other use. With respect to
tearing it down, here are some
items tothink about:

m Demolition: The cost will be
out of sight. Ifit is imploded, it will
be extremely difficult to cut up,
load and haul off the structural
steel roof trusses and other roof-
framing members. The massive
concrete buttresses that support
the roof and all of the other con-
crete elements will be equally hard
to dispose of by truck hauling.

# Filling in the bowl: The
amount of dirt required to fill in
the area above the field and lower
deck seats, to bring that area to the
elévation of the existing grade &t
the main cencourse, will be be-
yond belief. When the stadium
was built, all of that dirt was' re-

moved (after the roof was erected)
with large earth moving scrapers
used to build dams and roads. That
dirt was used as fill for all of the
parking lots. Now, dirt would have
to be hauled back in by trucks from
off-site sources — expensive!

% Concrete piers: There are
massive drilled piers under all of
the concrete columns and the but-
tresses supporting the roof. As I're-
call, some of these are about 100
feet deep. They cannot be removed.
and could certainly interfere with
future newconstruction.

In answer to the first two items
above, someone will surely say to
“bury all the steel and concrete un-
der fill dirt and then just let new

‘construction be built on top of

that.” Unfortunately, this would
bring about a whole new set of
problems. )

Having said all of the above, the
question then becomes: “Is it eco-
nomically feasible to renovate,
convert, reconfigure, upgrade or
otherwise alter the use of the stadi-
um to accommmodate some other
forum?”

Although this is where my de-
sire to save the stadium may be
somewhat ambitious, I cannot
help but think there must be some
ultimate idea that would work, be
of benefit to the city (and its citi-
zens) and notbe too costly. Theend
result should probably become a

joint venture of the city and a de-
veloper, with each bringing some-
thingto the table.

Myfirst choice would be to con-
vert the structure into a conven-
tion center thathas been proposed
for Irving, but remains a distant,
unfulfilled desire. Asradical as this
may sound, it may be arealisticap-
proach to both problems — the
stadium and the convention cen-
ter. There are ways to convert the
playing field into exhibitand meet-
ing space, retain the upper deck
seating for concerts, shows, gradu-
ations, political conventions, etc.
(you name it). The Stadium Club
would be a premier draw for such
events,as well as being available to
the citizens of Irving as a fine din-
ing venue when not being utilized
for special events.’

In addition to the convention
center, there is enough land to ac-
commodate a flagship hotel onthe
property; which could be physical-
ly tied into the convention center.
Structured parking garages could
also freeup otherland areas within
the ring road, which could be fur-
ther developed for commercial
and retail. The list is endless. The
parking lot across Highway 114
could be sold to developers for pri-
vate development.

What better gateway from D/
FW Airport to-an Irving Conven-
tion Center than Highway 114
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through Las Colinas or a new, re-
built Highway 183 through central
Irving?

There also will be the future
northwest DART light rail route
going through the arca. We. all
know what happens to real estate
near 2 DART station as evidenced
by the Mockingbird station and
upcoming Plano developments.
Thereis alot ofland left to develop
in the area to the west and north of
the stadium, and such develop-
ment need not be limited to indus-
trial uses. It can be a combination
of commercial, retail and residen-
tial that would complement the
convention center.and the Univer-
sity of Dallas, while also providing
a higher tax base than industrial
uses.

Right now, I do not have a sec-
ond choice, but there are probably
some viable ideas out there just
waiting to be discovered. The in-
tent of this is to get the city and its
citizens involved in the thinking
pracess of what to do with the sta-
dium, It is too much of a world-re-
nowned landmark, which helped
put Irving on the map, to justlet it
gothe way of the wrecking ball. We.
may have lost the Cowboys, but
thatis noreason not totry and save
a structure with so much history
for Irving for the past 30-plus
years and with the potential for a
lasting future.
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